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“The author’s ability to place Private Whitlock – and the reader – in
the time and place of the Civil War, whether on the family farm in
upstate New York, in the mind-numbing routines of military life or
in the battlefield environment of the Civil War’s Eastern Theater
make this a meaningful and memorable contribution to the
historical genre of Civil War letters literature.”- Rod Gragg, author
of Confederate Goliath: The Battle of Fort Fisher and Covered With
Glory: The 26th North Carolina at Gettysburg
“Will Whitlock’s thirty-nine letters to his wife, Lide, vividly
portray life and reality during America’s Civil War, a conflict that
embraces one of history’s most dramatic moments. Whitlock’s great-great-grandson, Val Dunham, has
done a prodigious amount of research enabling the reader to understand the context of Whitlock’s brief
military career which culminated in his death just two months before Appomattox. This is a must read
for anyone who enjoys the pleasures inherent in an eyewitness account.” – Dick Troutman, Western
Kentucky University
For details about ordering this book - click on this:
http://syracuseuniversitypress.syr.edu/spring-2013/allegany-to-appomattox.html
----William Whitlock was born on May 3, 1829 in Tompkins Co., NY. He was the sixth of Thomas
Whitlock and Jane Norton’s fourteen children. The family was originally from New Jersey but moved to
New York prior to 1800.
William married Mary Eliza Trowbridge September 9, 1850 in Humphrey, Cattaraugus Co., NY. On the
1850 census for the Town of Rice in Cattaraugus Co., William is shown as a lumberer age 21 with wife
Eliza age 18. By 1855 William is a farmer living in Humphrey with a wife and two children, and by
1860 the couple had two more children.
William joined the 188th New York Infantry and was killed at the Battle of Hatcher’s Run on Feb.7,
1865. In a twist of fate, 39 of William’s letters home to his wife “Lide” were found and have now been
preserved forever in this book written by Valgene Dunham. This family is detailed on our
WHITLOCK36 chart.

