
December 9, 1987

Dear Lucy;
Thank you for getting back to me with the location of Dirty

Swamp. Since Nicholas Gentry II had moved to Hanover county
in 1736, prior to the forming of Louisa county in 1742, I was
hoping that it was located in that section adjacent to Caroline
county where John Whitlock lived, not in that part that became
Louisa county. That would have helped to account for the close
ness of the Whitlock and Gentry families, as evidenced by the 2
marriages between them. Perhaps the fact that Dirty Swamp is
only 14 miles from the county line could still account for it?

Lucy, I have been working on a different tact on the John
Whitlock of King William and New Kent counties. Let me know
what you think of it.

I now think that he came to Virginia from England. According
to John Fredrick Dorman, Certified Genealogist, John nad "very
early" --- acquired land from the Pamunkey Indians in their area,
when it was still King & Queen county, sometime after 1695. This
was registered in his name in 1699, but we do not know the exact
date of the negotiations. Still later, in 1702, he was patented
233 acres of land on Nicatawance Creek for the transport of 5
persons. One oddity in this record is that John Whitlock was
listed as one of those transported.

Since I knew that one could pay his own way, along with the
payment for others, and receive 50 acres for it, I assumed that
this was the reason for his being listed. Thus indicating that
he did come from England.

However, "Cavaliers & Pioneers of Virginia" Volume III, page
132, also lists his name as "Imp." by one Nathaniel West, along
with 33 others, in a patent, dated 13 November 1713, for 1453 acs.
of land to said West. (Copies enclosed) You will note in the
land description that one boundry begins at "Bull swamp". Bull
Swamp Creek is just south of the junction of county routes 643 &
625, which is north and a little east of the land on Nicatawance
Cr-esk tl-lat JOh!l was patented· irJ.' 1702. (I'Jote; The abbre'\~iation Imp.
was used in this patent, instead of the "tranp" used in the 1702
patent for John Whitlock. This stands for the word "importacon"
from the Latin and French for "import': This word came into use
after an act of the assembly on 6121/1699 which, also, allowed for
the purchase of additional land upon the payment pf 5 shillings
for each 50 acres to the treasurer of the colony.)

It is a'matter of record that it was not required to have all
of the persons listed on a land patent arrive at the same time,
but that they could come at various times and be accumilated over
a period of several years for the purpose of receiving a 50 acre
(approx.) land patent for each one.

Since Nathaniel West had a list of 34 people, I presume his
was gathered over such a period of time, and John Whitlock being
listed first was one of the first to arrive.

The question is, how was John listed on 2 patents, assuming,
of course, that they are one and the same person? One way could
be the fact that a person could go back to England and then later



return to Virginia, paying his own way, and receive land credit
for it.

Could this have been the case with John Whitlock? Is it
possible that he first came to Virginia under the auspices of
Nathaniel West and then returned to England, after having become
established, and married Alice Cooper, of Leicastershire, in
1699 and then returned to Virginia with her, paying his own way
along with 4 others, accounting for his being listed on the 1713
patent of Nataniel West and also the 1702 patent for himself?

How else could he appear twice on land patents? I know of
no other way, do you?

We have always felt that Johns' wifes' name was Alice and
that she died in New Kent county in 1717, the same year that he
died. (Perhaps the victim of some epidemic so prevalent in those
times.)

Incidently, you once refered to purchase of land near the
Mataponi River by John Whitlock on November 13, 1713. T believe
you were refering to the Nanthaniel West patert, which has the
same date. Am I right?

I realize that this is all pure conjecture, but it is very
interesting and we have no proof that John was ever connected to
the James and Dorthy Whitlock of Gloucester county, other than
thir close proximity, and have reached a dead end in that search.
It is certainly possible that John came over and was not born here,
but for the rest, who knows?

A bit about the Nathaniel West mentioned. His father, Cel,.
John West, had a large section of land west of the Nicatawance
Creek given to him by the Pamunkey Indians, while John Whitlocks'
land was just east of this creek. At the colonels' death, in 1692,
his land passed on to his 3 sons, John, Thomas, and Nathaniel.
Capt. Nathaniel Wests' daughter, Unity, married a Capt. William
Dandridge, who built the plantation Elsing Green on land, in this
location, conveyed to them in 1719. This certainly gives us a
connection between the two men, since they were neighbors for a
period of time.

What is your opinion of all this? Do you think it is worth
researching further?

A HISTORICAL NOTE:

Tradition, of the area, has it that their grand daughter,
Martha Dandridge, met George Washigton, in March of 1758, at the
neighboring plantation "Poplar Grove". (see my map of the area)
She was then the widow Martha D. Custis, and had 4 children (2
dead) when they met. They were married January 6, 1759.

Best wishes,

Robert H. Whitlock


