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Dear Peter:
12 October 1992

This has been a slow year from a personal genealogical
research prospective. The move to Maine has taken up much more
of our time than we had anticipated. The spring was occupied
moving in, painting, etc. The summer was taken up by gardening.
We put in a couple small vegetable gardens and several small
flower gardens. The soil here is so rocky, though, that each
one took a lot of time. We also had several house guests.

Much of my spare time has gone to helping Mom with her
Sherrard book. I, or two of my fingers, do the typing. We have
just completed the first draft -- just over 1000 descendants
identified from a marriage that occurried in NB in 1831. We
will now commence a final round of correspondance and research
in an effort to fill in some data gaps and prehaps gather data
on a few missing sub-lines.

Thus I have only the following to contribute on Whitlock at
the moment:

1. I have revised the Descendants of Hannah & Mary Whitlock
for your 09 line files, adding about 65 names, plus some
miscellaneous data and corrections. This is a by-product of
Mom's book.

The new material is indicated by underlining. I have also
noted it by red lines in the margins. The bold material is that
which I sent you in the first up-date last year. [In the
program I use, once something is put in bold the only way to
restore it to regular type seems to be to retype it and I was
not prepared to do that.]

2. I am enclosing a couple snap shots of the gravestone of
Charles L Whitlock. [09: G1, H1, 12, J8, K1, L1, M6] Note that

Charles' birth year is given as 182} on the stone, rather than
1826? as carried in your records ...

Also enclosed is a snap shot of the gravestone of Stephen J
Whitlock, Charles' son. Note that the gravestone suggests a~k

birth year for him a year earlier than carrjed in your records.11~Additionally it provides a death year (1957) and presumably his
wife's given name. Prehaps this winter I can check for an
obituary on Stephen, which should provide some precise dates for
him and would list descendants.

Both of these stones are in the same lot [Section K, Lot
41] in the Forest City Cemetery, owned & operated by the city of
Portland, ME. However, the cemetery is physically within the
bounds of the city of South Portland, which never was a part of
Portland. I can not explain the location & ownership of this
cemetery.

These photos were taken for Mildred Starr, with whom I have
enjoyed corresponding.



3. Each year we try to improve the condition of the Round
Pond Cemetery in Charlotte, Maine. This year, among other
things, we worked on the Whitlock-Stephenson lot. This lot
contains only two recogonizable stones. Both were flat on the
ground. One was broken into four pieces. The latter, a
Stephenson stone, we glued back together. We reset both stones.

The Whitlock stone reads:
Babby

Gertrude M
Whitlock

died Oct 2 1880
AE 2 yrs 1 mos ~\~~

This is certainly Charles' last child. She was apparently born
five years later than carried in your records, a much younger
child than her siblings.

The Stephenson stone was for a Stephen Stephenson who died
in 1888 at the age of 19. This tends to support the suposition
that the maiden name of Charles' wife was Stephenson.

There is prehaps a third grave in this lot. Under the
pieces of the Stephenson stone we found two large pieces of a
white slab stone, completely different material from either of
the other stones. There was no apparent writing on the two
pieces we found and our probes into the soil did not reveal any
other pieces.

I do not have extra copies of the photos of these stones
but could have copies made up if you want them.

Mom & I are enjoying each edition of your newsletter. Also
enjoyed learning more about you in the last issue. You and your
colleagues are doing some amazing work. Our admiration to you.
Wish we had more to contribute, but probably won't for a while.
I did do a little research in NB in May but did not get to
Frederickton to do any Whitlock research. We also took our
daughter to NB for a brief visit in August, but that also was
just to Charlotte County. She is home now after her 18 months
in Argentina and is living with us again.

And notwithstanding the opening paragraphs above, we are
very pleased that we decided to move back to Maine. It has been
a very good year, just not very productive for genealogical
research or for maintaining genealogical correspondance.

Best personal regards to you and yours.

Sincerely,

MR. & MRS. GERALD F. GOWER
453 Rt. 85, Raymond, ME 04071


