
Dr. Harvey G. Whitlock

We do not have an exact date and place of birth for Dr. Harvey G. Whitlock. One
Church record indicates a birth year of 1805and Massachusetts as the state of his
birth. We do know that he married Minerva Abbott and they had the following
children: Almon (born in Independence, Jackson County, Missouri), Sally (aka
Sarah) (born in Clay County, Missouri), Sclota, Herman, Hamer, Oscar, Malone and
Parintha (Kitty) (born in Rochester, Cedar County, Iowa). Almon may be named for
Elder Almon Babbitt, a contemporary of Whitlock's in the Church. (Unreconciled
children's names - Montegue, Eugene and Madeline.)

He was a practicing medical doctor, but it is still undocumented how or where he
received his training. In these early days the frontier doctors could not support
themselves by medicine alone, so most had to have other means of earning a living.

Whitlock was associated with the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints almost
from its founding and records would indicate a very close personal relationship
with Joseph Smith, the Prophet.

In April 1831 Whitlock is an elder of the Church preaching in Amherst, Ohio. He is
heard there by Joel Hill Jackson. Harvey is elevated to the level of High Priest of the
Church with David Whitmer, Hyrum Smith, John Murdock and others in the first
ordination of High Priests on June 3, 1831. Church records show him in Kirtland,
Ohio in 1831 at a conference in a schoolhouse. In the proceedings he is "bound by
the devil, his face contorted" in a display of Smith's prophecy. Hyrum Smith, the
Prophet's brother, challenges the devil in Harvey, but is ignored. Shortly after,
though, Joseph Smith asks Whitlock if he "believes in God," and the devil departs,
leaving Whitlock to repeat a speech given earlier in the day at the conference by a
"God possessed" Lyman Wight.

Recorded in the Doctrine and Covenants in Section 52 on June 7, 1831he is called to
mission with David Whitmer.

Oliver Cowdery, John Murdock, David Whitmer and Harvey Whitlock are selected
as the first missionaries to the Native People in Missouri, which is critical to the
establishment of Zion in that State. Smith accompanies them on this journey. They
complete their mission and on the return convert Sidney Rigdon and his
congregation in Kirtland. Joseph Smith soon moves the church headquarters to
Kirtland and begins to build a temple there while making preparations for the move
to Zion.

Around 1832Harvey moves with a number of of other believers to Zion, Missouri.
Things do not go well for the Saints there and in 1834Harvey Whitlock and family,
as well as other Saints and their families, are specified in a document demanding
their exodus from Missouri by February 1834.



Something incredibly bad must happen in 1835because Church records indicate that
Whitlock is disfellowshipped. In a very contrite and personal letter to Smith, he
pleads for reinstatement back into the church. Smith indicates a revelation of God's

. forgiveness and reinstates Whitlock to High Priesthood upon his rebaptism. This is
confirmed in the church records for November 30, 1835. Then in 1838records show
Whitlock's excommunication, along with Oliver Cowdery in the same year and
David Whitmer on February 13, 1838.

Oddly enough though, Whitlock's daughter, Sarah, mentions growing up in
Nauvoo and seeing Joseph Smith there. I can find no church records indicating
that the family was there between the founding and the abandonment of the "City
of Joseph" in 1846.

Whitlock is somewhat unaccounted for after 1838,but one family account indicates
that he was farming and doctoring around Rochester, Cedar County, Iowa. This
would make sense from the standpoint that John Kingsley King, Whitlock's
daughter, Sarah's, future husband, was also there during these years.

At some point, it is noted in the family record, some old church friends contacted
the Whitlocks and convinced them to join a group going to Salt Lake City and
become members of the Church there under Young. This would have probably
occurred around 1850.

The account states that Whitlock goes with his family to Salt Lake City, but does not
like what he sees there. He speaks out openly against Young's teachings. It would
seem that his talk carries some weight and he becomes a liability for Young. The
family account states that Young was planning to send assassins to kill him and his
brothers. The Church records state that Whitlock was accused of theft. As Whitlock
had no real cause or history of theft, the true story was probably that he was being
framed for theft with subsequent arrest (where he would be shot), or he did
appropriate something of a confidential nature that would incriminate Young and
Young wanted it back, hence retaliation.

In either case, Whitlock's connections with old friends at the top of the Church
hierarchy was probably what saved him, his immediate family and his brothers'
lives. They were warned of a night raid on the family home, and left "with the
clock ticking on the shelf" to hide in the wilderness just outside the settlement.
Someone, probably at some risk to themselves, must have supplied them and
perhaps a number joined them. They left by night "with the horses' hooves padded
and blankets on the wagon wheels."

According to some accounts by Mormons in the Salt Lake Basin during these years,
the Whitlocks were very lucky to escape. Few, it is said, who gained the wrath of
Brigham Young, left the settlement intact. Under these conditions, it would
indicate that the Whitlocks had substantial help and support in their escape. The
theory is that they left sometime in the Spring of 1851with a well organized, heavily



armed and well provisioned wagon train that had at least 30 wagons. The family
account says that the train was lead by a man named Whittock, but research shows
that it is more likely that the actual leader may have been someone else.

They wound up going over Carson Pass and through Hangtown (Placerville). It is
not noted that they stopped to try their luck in the gold fields, but a number of other
Mormons that they may have known were there and it is very likely that they were
short on funds and provisions, particularly since many assets were probably
abandoned or confiscated in Salt Lake. Prices for provisions were still
extraordinarily high, so it is possible to create their stake in California, they stopped
for a time.

They moved from the Gold Country to the Watsonville area in 1852 and daughter,
Sarah and her new husband, John Kingsley King, have their first child, William
Pajaro King, on October 14, 1852,who is proclaimed to be "first white child born in
the Pajaro Valley," forgetting, of course, the Spanish and Mexican children that
preceded him.

Harvey is active in the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints here
and outspoken, as usual, in civic affairs. He is defending squatter's rights in San
Juan in 1854and soon after is speaking out against vigilantes in the case of the
Castro lynching. In an 1856letter to the editor of the Pajaronian he refers to being
snatched from "his peaceful slumber on the Salinas." It is not known yet where on
the Salinas he resided, since a previous account indicates that he lived in San Juan.

There is a discrepancy in the Church records showing his rebaptism in Salt Lake in
1858,but it is unclear how this was recorded as it was highly unlikely based on the
situation. It is more likely that it was an error of 1858for 1850when he might have
been rebaptized on his arrival at Salt Lake.

In 1866 he and oldest son, Almon, attend a conference of the Reorganized Church in
Amboy, Illinois where Harvey is selected Presiding Elder for the Reorganized
Church in California.

In 1870 Whitlock is commended in the news for his surgical skills with a critical
tracheotomy, saving a two-year old boy's life. (Pajaronian - May 12,1870)

J
Whitlock is noted to have died in Watsonville in 1885 and he and Minerva are
supposedly both buried there. No obituaries or burial records have been found for
either of them.
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