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The Whitelock family in North Yorkshire

Research started with the information that your great-grandfather John Whitelock, who was

christened on 29th November 1809 at Sinnington in the North Riding of Yorkshire, was the son

of William and Eleanor Whitelock.

William Whitelock, 1764 -

William Whitelock and Eleanor Cuthbertson married in Sinnington Parish Church, on 23rd April

1804. This was William's second marriage. On 16th July 1791 he had married Hannah Wilson

at Great Edstone church, and the couple had had four children: John, christened on 8th January

1792; Betty, christened on 3rd November 1793; Thomas, christened on 15th November 1795;

and William, christened on 5th February 1798. Although the burial records have not been

searched it is apparent that both Hannah and her first child John died. When William remarried

in 1804 the entry in the marriage register, of which you have a copy, gave William's age as 39

years, indicating a birthdate of 1764/5. This was, of course, long before the national registration

of births, marriages and deaths, and to trace a person's parentage church records are the most

valuable source of information. At this date most children were christened a few days after their

birth in the local parish church.

The Parish registers of Sinnington was first searched from 1760-1770 for William's christening

but the required entry was not found. The registers of all the surrounding parishes, that is

Middleton, Cropton, Normanby, Great Edstone, Kirkby Moorside and Lastingham were then

searched, but again William's christening was not found.

The International Genealogical Index, the vast listing of christenings/births and marriages

compiled by the Mormons of Salt Lake City, was described in an earlier report. The parishes in

each of the three Ridings of Yorkshire are extremely well covered by the IGI, and this was next



consulted. There were only two entries for christenings of a William Whitelock in the

appropriate period, in Terrington and Sheffield. As Sheffield is in West Yorkshire, the distance

made it unlikely that this was the William Whitelock who married in Sinnington in 1804, but it

was necessary to follow up the entry. It was found that the William christened in Sheffield in

1764 died in infancy and could therefore be eliminated from the enquiry.

The only other possible entry found in the IGI listing was in Terrington. A search was then

made of the registers of Terrington parish and all Whitelock entries were extracted. For ease of

reference these are printed on a separate sheet at the end of this report.(AI)

The entries in the Terrington parish registers show that William was the son of John and

Elizabeth Whitelock, and was baptized at Castle Howard on 27th November 1764. Castle

Howard is about three miles from Terrington. It is a 'palatial' stately home, built in the early

eighteenth century, and would have needed an army of staff to keep it running. It is very likely

that the reason for William being baptized there was because his father, John, was employed on

the estate.

The registers show that William's parents, John Whitelock and Elizabeth Nicholson, had

married at Terrington Church on 10th November 1763. Elizabeth was described as 'of

Hinderskelf, but it is unclear where this is. One of the witnesses at the marriage was James

Nicholson, probably Elizabeth's father or perhaps her brother.

Eighteen months after William was born John and Elizabeth had a daughter, Susannah, who was

baptised on 23rd March 1766. Sadly only four months later John died, and was buried on 21st

July 1766. As there are no further Whitelock entries in the Terrington register it is most likely

that, following John's death, his widow Elizabeth and the two children moved away.
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As the earlier search in the Terrington registers had shown that John Whitelock had not been

christened in that parish, the search was extended to the parishes surrounding Terrington, these

are Hovingham, Slingsby, Barton Ie Street, Bulmer, Sheriff Hutton and Dalby. No suitable entry

was found in any of these parishes.

In England in 1601 the Great Poor Law had introduced a variety of schemes to deal with poverty.

Overseers of the Poor were appointed in each parish, and it was their responsibility to maintain

the poor and, if possible, set them to work. Until the Poor Law Reform Act of 1834 parishes had

a legal right to rates to support their poor which were administered by these Overseers of the

Poor, and it was their responsibility to ensure the rates were kept to a minimum. Although no

one likes paying taxes most folk paid their dues quite willingly but, particularly in hard times,

there was an understandable reluctance to pay towards the upkeep of strangers. For this reason,

amongst others, people who moved had to have either a licence or a Settlement Certificate,

which was issued by the home parish. This Certificate was handed to the Overseers on arrival

by the incomers as proof that they would not be a burden on the rates of the parish to which they

had moved.

As John Whitelock's christening could not be found in the parishes neighbouring Terrington

where he married and was buried, the records in the Terrington parish chest were searched and a

Settlement Certificate dated 8th April 1765 was found. This states that 'John and Elizabeth

Whitlock of Cowton?/ Lowton? are legally settled in the town and that the church wardens and

overseers of the poor for the township of Cowton/Lowton? are willing to relieve John and his

wife at any time and provide for them if they become chargeable'. Unfortunately it was not

possible to obtain a photocopy of this document and, due to the state of the original document,

the researcher was unable to identify the parish from which John and Elizabeth had moved.

Although the parish of origin of John Whitelock could not be identified from the Settlement

Certificate it did show that he and his wife were mobile. It is most likely that the move had been

as a result of John's employment and, with no husband to provide financial support, Elizabeth

and the children probably moved back to their original parish.
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Again the IGI was consulted, and the only suitable entry for the christening of a John Whitelock

was at Cundall, about twenty five miles west of Terrington. The Cundall registers were searched

and the christening of John, son of William Whitelock of Norton, was found to have taken place

on 5th October 1736.(A2)

Prior to the nineteenth century the majority of families used a particular formula for naming their

children. There were a variety of such formulas, for example many parents named their first son

after his father and the first daughter after her mother. Your great-grandfather was named John,

after his grandfather. Your great-great-grandfather was named William, after his grandfather.

That the John Whitelock christened at Cundall is the John sought is supported by the naming

pattern. John is the son of William, and named his first son William.

William Whitelock, 1704-1767

Unfortunately no entry for the marriage of William Whitelock has been found, but his wife's

name can be ascertained from burial register of Cundall church where an entry reads Mary, wife

of Wi 11mWhitelock of Norton Ie Clay, was buried on 3rd February 1763.(/\3)William was also

buried at Cundall on 10th December 1767.(A4)

The Parish register entries show that William and Mary Whitelock had four children. Their first

child was a daughter named Mary after her mother, who was christened on 4th December 1733

and who died just four weeks later, being buried on January 3rd, 1734. William and Mary's next

child was their son, named John, and christened on 5th October 1736. Then followed two more

daughters. Jane, who was baptized on 25th Mar 1739 and Mary, who was baptized on 14th

March 1741/2. Jane had an illegitimate son, named John, who was christened on 9th November

1761. Mary married John Rope, a husbandman of Cundall, on 5th February 1764.

Again the Cundall registers show that William had been christened on 15th May 1704, the son of

lohn and lane Whitelock.
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John Whitelock and Jane ~ had married in Cundall parish church on 9th February

1681/2.(A5)John and Jane had six daughters: Mary, baptized on 15th December 1684; Jane,

baptized on 31 July 1687; Thominson, baptized on 13th July 1690; Dorathy, baptized on 5th

November 1693; Elizabeth, baptized on 9th August 1696; and Hanah baptized on 3rd August

1701. William's arrival in 1704 must surely have been greeted with great joy.

John Whitelock, - 1727

Jane was buried on 5th August 1724(A6)and John on 16th February 1726/7, (A7)the entry in the

register adding that he was a poor householder. To be described as a householder indicates that,

although John may have been poor, he did own his house rather than living in rented property.

As he had married in 1682 he was probably in his seventies when he died, and perhaps no longer

able to work and earn a living wage.

The Cundall registers show the burial of a William Whitelock on 30th April, 1681 and of

Elizabeth, wife of William Whitelock just three months later on 6th August, 1681. It is almost

certain that these are John's parents. John named his son William and, as has been seen with

later generations of this family, first sons were named after their paternal grandfathers.

Hopefully a further search in the Cundall parish registers will provide an entry for the christening

of John to confirm this fact.
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All Whitelock entries in Terrington Parish registers, 1599 -1812

10 Nov 1763 John Whitelock of Terrington and Elizabeth Nicholson of Hinderskelf
married by banns. Witnesses: James Nicholson, Christopher Boyes

27 Nov 1764 William son of John Whitlock baptized at Castle-Howard
23 Mar 17766 Susannah dau of John Whitelock of Terrington baptized
21 Jul1766 John Whitelock of Terrington buried

All Whitelock entries in Cundall parish registers, 1680 -1780

13 Aug 1680 Anne dau of Willm Whitelocke buried
30 Apr 1681 Willm Whitelock of Cundall buried
06 Aug 1681 Elizabeth wife of Willm Whitelock of the parish of Cundall buried
09 Feb 1681/2 John Whitelock of Cundall and Jane Lunn married
08 Apr 1682 Anne Whitelock of Cundall buried
14 Dec 1684 Mary dau of John Whitelock of Cundall baptized
31 Jul 1687 Jane dau of John Whitelock baptized
13 Jul1690 Thominson dau of Jon Whitelock baptized
05 Nov 1693 Dorathy dau of Jon Whitlock of Cundall baptized
09 Aug 1696 Elizabh dau of John Whitlock baptized
03 Aug 1701 Hanah dau of Jno Whitelocke baptized
15 May 1704 Willm son of John Whitelock baptized
05 Aug 1724 Jane, wife of John Whitelock, buried
16 Feb 1726/7 John Whitelock of Cundall, a poor householder, buried
04 Dec 1733 Mary, daughter of Wm Whitelock of Norton baptized (buried 3rd Jan 1734)
18 Apr 1734 William Pratt of ye parish of Aldbrough, widower and Hannah Whitelock of

Cundall, spinster, married by banns
05 Oct 1736 John, son of Wm Whitelock of Norton baptized
25 Mar 1739 Jane, dau of Wm Whitelock of Norton baptized
14 Mar 1741/2Mary, dau ofWm Whitelock of Norton baptized
09 Nov 1761 John, bastard son of Jane Whitelock of Norton Ie Clay baptized
03 Feb 1763 Mary, wife ofWillm Whitelock of Norton Ie Clay buried
05 Feb 1764 John Rope of Cundall, husbn and Mary Whitelock of Cundall, married by banns
10 Dec 1767 William Whitelock of Norton Ie Clay, labourer, buried
14 Jun 1768 Christr Chaffer of Topc1iffe widr and Frances Whitelock of this parish spinster

married by banns


