
Subject: Whitlock X5185/1
Date: Fri, 9 Apr 2004 19:37:50 EDT
From: Chukrock2@cs.com
To: whitlock@bcegg.com

Peter - Thought this might be of interest to you.

Chuck

---------------------------------------------------------------------

Subject: PML Search Result matching Whitlock
Date: Fri, 9 Apr 2004 16:04:27 -0600
From: "ue" <chaleurbay.loyalists@sympatico.ca>
To: chukrock2@cs.com

=====================================================================
A result of your requested PML search. To refine or cancel this
search, please visit http://pml.rootsweb.com/
=====================================================================
Source: UNITED-EMPIRE-LOYALIST-L@rootsweb.com
Subject: RE: [UEL] Loyalists, Queen's Rangers & Devon

Rick,

Most of your points about The Queen's Rangers is correct but somewhat
misleading. They were not recruited in Devonshire.

Here is an excerpt from my notes on the Queen's Rangers and Lt. Governor
John Graves Simcoe...

THE QUEEN'S RANGERS, A LOYALIST CORPS

No Loyalist corps was more celebrated than the Queen's Rangers. Colonel
Robert Rogers, who commanded the famous Rogers' Rangers during the Seven
Years' War, recruited the regiment in 1776 mainly in New York and
Connecticut (later the Queen's Own Loyal Virginia Regiment joined the unit).
In 1777, despite many casualties, the Queen's Rangers helped defeat
Washington at Brandywine Creek. After Brandywine, Lieutenant Colonel John
Graves Simcoe assumed command, and the regiment distinguished itself
throughout the southern campaigns in 1780 and 1781.

During the battle of Brandywine, an order from Simcoe changed the
course of history, when he told his soldiers not to shoot three fleeing
Americans in the back. One of those Americans was George Washington, first

President of the United States. X5185/2

The origins of the Queen's Rangers lay in the Seven Years War
(1756-1763), during which France and England fought for territories in the



New World. At first, French-Canadian habitants and their Indian allies were
quite effective by employing guerrilla tactics against the red-coated
British regulars. To counter the French tactics, Robert Rogers raised
companies for the British and trained them in woodcraft, scouting, and
irregular warfare, sending them on raids along the frontiers of French
Canada. The regiment was named in honour of Queen Charlotte, wife of King
George III.

When the American War of Independence broke out in 1775, about 50
Loyalist regiments were raised, including Butler's Rangers, the King's Royal
Regiment, and the Maryland and Pennsylvania Loyalists. Robert Rogers again
raised the Queen's Rangers, this time in New York, mostly from Loyalists
living in Westchester and Long Island. It first assembled on Staten Island
in August 1776 and soon numbered some 300-400 hundred officers and men,
organized into 11 companies of about 30 men each and including five troops
of cavalry. In this war Rogers was not a successful commander and was
replaced with a series of other officers. The regiment suffered serious
losses at Mamaroneck, Brandywine and Germantown until Simcoe was given
command on 15 October 1777.

Simcoe turned the badly mauled Queen's Rangers into one of the most
successful British regiments in the war. Fighting as reconnaissance and
outpost troops, they were never defeated in battle. One advantage they had
was the fact that they were the first regiment to wear green uniforms, as
more suitable for purposes of camouflage than red. They did escort and
patrol duty around Philadelphia (1777-1778), fought in the Pennsylvania
campaign, served as rearguard during the British retreat to New York (1778),
fought at Perth Amboy, New Jersey--where Simcoe was captured but freed in a
prisoner exchange 3 months later(1779-1780, at Charlestown, South Carolina
(1780), in the raid on Richmond, Virginia with Benedict Arnold and in other
raids in Virginia(1780-1781), and in the Yorktown campaign (1781).

A point of pride for the regiment is that when the British finally
surrendered at Yorktown in 1781, the "colours" (banner) of the Queen's
Rangers were smuggled away, never to fall into enemy hands. Today those same
colours are on display in Toronto in the officers' mess of the Queen's
Rangers. As the finest Loyalist unit, they were awarded the title 1st
American Regiment and enrolled in the British Army in 1782. In 1783, when
the war was concluded by the Treaty of Versailles, the Queen's Rangers left
New York for Nova Scotia, where it was disbanded. These men received free
crown land in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick in 1784.

After nearly six years of fighting, Simcoe was invalided home to X5185/3
Britain in 1781. His nine years as a half-pay officer were spent managing
his estate, pursuing military promotion and appointments and corresponding
with members of his former command about land claims and problems faced by
loyalists.

Simcoe was elected to the British Parliament in 1790 but took little
part in debates.



When Executive Council at Quebec made the decision to separate
Quebec into Lower and Upper Canada, Under the Constitutional Act, 1791, the
western portion of the Province of Quebec was established as a separate
entity with its own Lieutenant-Governor and Assembly. Simcoe was appointed
as the first Lieutenant-Governor of Upper Canada (1841 it became Ontario).

John Graves Simcoe was born at Cotterstock, England in 1752, the only son of
Captain John and Katherine Simcoe. He was educated at Oxford and entered the
army as an ensign of the 35th Regiment of Foot in 1770.
(more extensive notes in my file)

And your James Pennington was one of those rangers granted Free Crown Land
in New Brunswick.

Hope you find this of interest.

Donald J. Flowers, U.E.
Genealogist - Loyalist Historian

-----Original Message-----
From: Rick Crume [mailto:rick@onelibrary.com]
Sent: Friday, April 09, 2004 1:08 PM
To: UNITED-EMPIRE-LOYALIST-L@rootsweb.com
Subject: [UEL] Loyalists, Queen's Rangers & Devon

The Queen's Rangers, a loyalist regiment in the American War of
Independence, is said to have had strong Devonshire connections.

1. Its commander, Gen. John Graves Simcoe, was born in 1752 in
Northumberland, England. After his father died in 1759, the family moved
to Wolford Lodge in the parish of Dunkeswell, Devonshire.

2. Members of the Queen's Rangers who served in Canada in the 1790s were
recruited in Devonshire.

3. My ancestor, James Pennington, served in the Queen's Rangers from

1778 to 1782. He may be the James Pennington, christened 5 Jan. 1755 at X5185/4
Culmstock, Devonshire, England, a son of William Pennington and
Elizabeth Collings. It may be just a coincidence, but Culmstock is very
close to Dunkeswell where John Graves Simcoe lived.

In 1780 James Pennington was one of ten members of Captain John
Whitlock's Company, part of the Queen's Rangers, from England:

Hall, William
Hunt, James
Hyndes, William
Jackson, John
Jones, Jacob
McKay, Daniel



Odam, Henry
Pennington, James
Smith, Jacob
Williams, William

Did any of them have Devonshire connections?

William Pennington and his wife Elizabeth Collings had another son,
William Pennington, baptized 26 March 1744 at Culmstock, Devonshire,
England. The son is very likely the William Pennington whom the Treasury
of Great Britain appointed comptroller of customs at Brunswick, North
Carolina, by a warrant dated 11 May 1764. William Pennington was a
Loyalist and returned to England following the Revolutionary War.

William Tryon, born at Norbury Park, Surrey, England, in 1729, was
appointed lieutenant-governor of North Carolina and arrived at Cape
Fear, North Carolina, on October 10, 1764 on the Friendship. William
Pennington lived in a house at Brunswick that belonged to William Tryon.
Did William Tryon have Devonshlire connections?

Thanks for any information.

Rick Crume
Glyndon, Minnesota, USA
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