
Subject: Whitlock Family Association X5322
Date: Mon, 27 Sep 2004 19:06:19 -0500
From: "Sonny Harrison" <ringleader@eufaula.rr.com>
To: <whitlock@bcegg.com>

Hello.... I am responding to your September 18 leter to Whitlock Jewelry
Store. My wife and I have owned the business since 1976. It is the oldest
Jewelry Store in Alabama, being established by Whitlock brothers in 1865.
The last Whitlock's in the business was circa 1929 or 1930, I suspect having
failed in the Great Depression. I know the business was sold to an
investor, E P Clark, who planned to liquidate it, but he was convinced by
W.V. Neville, who was also his brother in law to allow him to continue to
operate it as a partnership, later, approx 1940, Neville bought out Clark
and we purchased from Neville. While I have never completely researched the
Whitlock's, and they have no survivors in Eufaula since the 40's to pass
along information, the following is what I do know. There were two Whitlock
Brothers from Vermont {this has been confirmed with Whitlock's in Vermont
who continue in the Jewelry Business, I think Burlington} who migrated South
in the early 1860's. It is believed they were sympathetic to the South,
they operated a Jewelry Store in Perry, Georgia until 1863 when they joined
the Confederate Army. Perry is about 110 miles or so East of Eufaula, only
a few miles South of Macon, Georgia. One of the primary rail lines in the
deep South at that time ran from Macon to Montgomery, Alabama thru Eufaula.
Eufaula also was a riverboat landing for Cotton shipments. There was very
little else in Eufaula at that time, and the town as we know it today was
not even laid out or surveyed until after the War by a Yankee Carpetbagger
named Seth Lore around 1870. At any rate when the War ended, the Whitlock
Brothers settled in Eufaula, not returning to Perry. It is my understanding
one brother was Johnny B Whitlock and was an Optomertist and the business
was run as a Jewelry, Watch Repair, and Optometry. Quite successful and the
Whitlocks were outstanding community leaders, helping found one of the Banks
and Coountry Club, and active in Literary and other community
affairs..........You cannot miss their names in anything in the Community
from 1900 to 1930. I do not know if this is of much help to you, good
luck with your research...... R A (Sonny) Harrison 334-687-4806
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