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The Whitlock Farm Profile

The Whitlock Family Farm was settled in 1838 by Orange Whitlock who came to
Michigan from Vergennes, Vermont. It is located in St. Johns (Greenbush Township,
Clinton County).

It passed down as follows:
The Whitlock Family Farm in Clinton Co., Greenbush Township has been in our
family for 170 years. I am Stanley Whitlock, the 4th generation, and have the original
deed purchased from the government during the Presidency of James Polk.
Orange Whitlock, my Great Grandfather, came from Vermont to Ypsilanti, &
walked to just North of what is now St. Johns. He got a description of the land
he wanted to tame, & headed for Ionia where he could buy the land. There was
a big rain &

A few unique aspects are:
the Grand River was swollen. The Govt. official did not show up. Orange waited 2 days
& decided to head back. After a short distance, Orange met the Govt. Official in charge
of land sales trying to find a spot where he could cross the river. The man looked up
the parcel Orange was interested in & made out the Bill of Sale on the spot for $1.25
per acre. My Great Grandfather paid him and hoped the man was honest.
6 months later, Orange received the deed for 160 acres.
It took

Farm Building Restoration Projects have included:
years to clear the land. By late Fall, he would return to Ypsilanti for 7 years
to winter over. He finally built a home and barns; started a family; was Justice
of the Peace for 46 years; and helped start a country school that 5
generations of Whitlocks have attended. My Grandfather cleared the land and
had our home and barns built where I live. I farmed with my dad, Earl,
milking Registered Brown Swiss cows that we purchased in 1917; &
farmed with my son, Dennis. This Centennial



At present, the farm operates as/specializes in: X6658/2
Farm has supported 4 generations that have loved the land, loved farming,
and have passed along a way of life. This farm continues to Bring a joy
& pride that has been the thread that has kept the Whitlock
Family Farm the "twinkle in our eyes" for 170 years.
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