






P.O. Box 325
Eastham, MA 02642
508-255-7704

May 19, 2003

Dear Iola,

Thank you so much for sharing your genealogical data with me. You said it was high
time you shared your findings on Zalmon Whitlock, and a broad smile came over me. It’s long
past time I shared widely my findings from the past few years about him and several other
ancestors, too. I hope to make my own web site devoted to my genealogy. Not an Ancestry or
MyFamily.com web site, but one of my own. I do that sort of thing for a living sometimes (for
example, see http://www.massbird.org/ccbc), but I have never gotten around to it doing a
genealogical site of my own. Forgive me for my love of details, but I wanted to return the favor
as much as I can.

What really made me chuckle, though, was when I got to your post-it note asking who
“Hiram Whitlock b. 1824 d. 1866” is. Let me tell you a little more about me to help explain. I
am 36, have an M.S. in Wildlife Biology from Boise State, and live with my step-grandmother,
Helen Stevens Whitlock, in Eastham, Massachusetts, on Cape Cod. I grew up spending summers
and various vacations with my grandparents and have lived here year-round several different
times after graduating from college in 1989. When my grandfather died suddenly in late 1998, I
moved back here to help out, and stayed. Among the various jobs I have held here, I have
always been a naturalist, leading nature and history tours on land and at sea. One group I work
for is a loose affiliation of naturalists with a hotel called “Outer Cape Explorations.” Last spring,
I met Dick Caouette of Provincetown, MA through this group. He’s a great guy, happily
married, grandfather, late 50’s or so, I think. He’s a genealogy buff, too, so right away we started
talking about that.

Almost immediately Dick and I hit on the connection between us: Hiram Whitlock! You
see, Hiram Whitlock was Henry Whitlock’s brother. Henry, you will recall was the second
Zalmon’s son. Dick went to Connecticut this last fall and photocopied a great deal of material for
me: an inventory of Hiram’s estate from Plymouth, CT Dec. 7, 1866, an administrator’s bill to
Zalmon’s estate in North Salem, NY June 6, 1853, an inventory of the elder Zalmon’s estate
from Granby, CT Aug. 2, 1798, a Plymouth, CT probate court record of the items set to Hiram’s
widow, a probate court record of a parcel of Hiram’s land being sold by an administrator, a note
to the court by Hiram’s widow declining to act as estate administrator, a probate record of the
distribution of widow Amelia Whitlock’s share of Ebenezer Whitlock’s estate, of which she had
life use dated Sep. 11, 1801, oh WOW, I’ve just now figured out finally why Dick also loaned
me a copy of a genealogy book all about the Higbys of CT after he came back from that trip!!!

You see, I was looking through the other material he gave me (I never understood about the
book), and continued typing this letter as I looked at each page. Ebenezer Whitlock’s will is
here, with a note adding land that he purchased in Castle Town (present-day Castleton, I think),
Vermont!, but also a probate record from Granby, CT. Dick’s note at the bottom reads “Rachel



Whitlock, Ebenezer Whitlock, and Joel Higby appointed administrators Aug. 6 1798.” (that’s for
the elder Zalmon’s estate, I guess) If I remember correctly, it was an easy mistake to make. But
now that I know to look closer, thanks to your work and Carol Laun’s, I see that the name is Joel
Higley! Not Higby. And now I have a better understanding of who Rachel was.

The ancestry beyond my great-grandparents that I know best are the previous three
generations of Whitlocks: Edward Hickox Whitlock, Henry Whitlock, and Zalmon the younger.
Edward got his middle name from his step-grandmother, Annie Beecher Hickox. He was born in
CT in 1847, married in Nebraska in 1878, where my great-grandfather Herbert Ashby Whitlock,
a Presbyterian missionary to India, was born. Edward’s father, Henry, was a blacksmith, who
moved his family to Virginia before the Civil War. When the war came on, Edward was pressed
into duty driving a cart full of bodies after the Battle of Manassas. Henry and Sarah moved back
to CT. Edward’s wife, Jennie Shaw Whitlock, died at 43 before the 20th century, and he
remarried and lived in Chicago as an elevator operator after WW I. Some time after WW II, my
great-grandfather wrote to an old family friend from CT, Helen Hallock, about the old days of
CT. Her letter of reply contains a few tiny clues that helped get me started, but the lion’s share of
work was done, too, by my great-uncle, Maurice. Maurice and my great-grandfather, got me
back to Zalmon. Helen Hallock, Maurice H. Whitlock, and Herbert A. Whitlock all helped me to
know that Henry was one of three brothers: Henry, Hiram, and Charles, all descended from the
younger Zalmon and his wife, Sally.

So I knew that much when I started my search a few years ago. Then I found the
Whitlock Family Association. What a great group! I highly recommend them. On this
continent, it seems to mostly be a one-man band run by Peter M. Whitlock of British Columbia.
But there are Whitlocks all over the world contributing. Peter M., though, manages an incredible
library with all sorts of great material in it. The association posted on the web a few different
family trees of Whitlocks descending from Connecticut. I was able to find other Zalmon
Whitlocks (including another one elsewhere in Vermont at roughly the same time!) from roughly
the same time period but had a hard time finding “mine.” But when I joined the association
(only $10 a year, I think) and asked Peter M. for help, he sent me yet another treasure trove of
material. He sent a photocopied spreadsheet listing records from the 1850 US Census in CT (1
Zalmon Whitlock in Plymouth, another in Danbury; 1 Henry in Plymouth), an overview of
Castleton, VT Congregational Church Records (p. 13, 4/29/1792: Rachel Whitlock became
member of Church, 6/3/1792: Rachel Whitlock wife of Zalmon Whitlock received letter of
dismission (sic)), a record of a Deed Abstract on file for Ebenezer Whitlock of Fairfield Co., CT
for land purchased in Castleton, VT in 1784 (from Castleton Land Deeds Vol. 2 p. 38) witnessed
by Brewster Higley! And Amasa Alford, several pages from History an Genealogy of The
Families of Old Fairfield, a note referring to a baptism record for the younger Zalmon at the
Congregational Church in Granby, CT in 1795, a photocopy of the younger Zalmon’s family’s
census records in the 1850 Census in CT (occupation for both Henry and Zalmon listed as
“Manf. Shoes + Socks”). One really neat possession I have related to those days is one I got
from someone else who saw one of my online pleas for help concerning my Beecher-Hickox
mystery (now solved). Vivian Anderson of Arizona mailed me photocopies of handwritten
personal letters by Sarah Beecher Whitlock, Henry’s wife. Mrs. Anderson didn’t have any
substantiating information, but it certainly appears genuine and incredible.



To answer more of your question about Hiram, Dick’s records show me that Hiram lived
in North Salem, NY and Thomaston and Watertown, CT. He was married on March 13, 1845 to
Sarah Ann Blakeslee (dau of Jacob Nash Blakeslee and Electa Weed) b. 13 Feb 1826 Northfield,
CT, d. Apr 1920 Waterbury, CT. Daughter Emeline Whitlock married Henry Isaac Pritchard in
Waterbury, CT. Emeline’s son Frank Whitlock Pritchard married Edith Jane Lewis, Dick
Caouette’s grandmother.

In answer to your question about Jemima Benedict and her descendants, below I’ll paste
what the Whitlock Family Association has available for free online called “Whitlock09.zip – The
Whitlocks of Connecticut from John Whitlock d. 1659”
(http://members.freemail.absa.co.za/aawhit/whitass/docs1.htm). It’s the only info I have handy
that refers to these folks. It says Jemima had six children, and I’ve highlighted these in yellow.
Because there are so many pages devoted to their various descendants, I’ll just print this page’s
worth full size, and the rest I’ll try to double up on each page. Actually, now that I print it, I see
that you are on this list as well (Iola Mae Ebendorf b. 1921). The two Samuel Seabury
Whitlocks look at least as confusing as all these Zalmons out there. In any case, you probably
already know about this chart so I’ll just double up all the pages of it and let it follow this letter.

I then went to familysearch.org to look for a marriage record for Jemima Benedict and
John Whitlock. The only thing I was able to find was this:

Samuel Benedict married Jemima Canfield, widow of Ebenezer Canfield, died April
18, 1724.
Jemima Benedict, born March 8, 1724-5.
Samuel Benedict, born Dec. 5, 1726.
Mary Benedict, born June 14, 1728.
Daniel Benedict, born March 8, 1729-30.
Stephen Benedict, born May 20, 1731.
Sarah Benedict, born Jan. 30, 1733-4.
Abigail Benedict, born July 7, 1735.
Esther Benedict, born Sept. 9, 1737.
Rachel Benedict, born June 24, 1739.

That’s from p. 12 of

THE ANCIENT HISTORICAL RECORDS of NORWALK, CONNECTICUT
PP. 11-20

Compiled and published by Edwin Hall, pastor of
the First Congregational Church of Norwalk, Connecticut.

New York: Baker & Scribner, published 1847.
Faithfully transcribed, indexed and contributed to

the Fairfield County, CT USGenWeb Project
by Barbara Kaye, March 1999.

http://www.rootsweb.com/~ctfairfi/pages/norwalk/norwalkgr11_20.htm

Other than that, though, I can’t seem to find much concerning Jemima and John. But I
would not be surprised if the Whitlock Family Association has a copy of their marriage record
and/or perhaps some of their children’s birth records. Just write to:



Peter M. Whitlock
47644 Forester Road
RR#2, Sardis B.C.
Canada V2R 4M6
Tel: (604) 824-7450
Fax: (604) 824-4303
email: whitlock@bcegg.com

Some day, also, I do hope to get over to Fairfield County and photograph the cemeteries
where a lot of these ancestors are buried and such. Like the website idea, though, it will have to
wait. I have my own computer consulting business now and am a local politician as well as still
leading tours and giving various lectures. Genealogy has been on my back burner for a couple
years now, and I don’t know when I’ll be able to get back to it. Still, a letter like yours is very
inspiring. I am excited to know that I can trace yet another line way way back.

Thank you,

Peter




