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1. Edward Hickox Whitlock & second wife Jessie F. Hamilton in 1920 in Chicago

Born in 1847 in Connecticut (from long, long lines of Connecticut forbears), Edward Hickox Whitlock

moved as a boy with his family to Virginia sometime before the Civil War. A story related by his sons is

that he was pressed into service to pick up dead bodies after the Battle of Manassas (July 1861) when he

would have been about 14 years old.

He tried his hand at a number of occupations…machinist, farmer, teamster, and finally as an elevator

attendant at Marshall Fields Department Store in Chicago. He married Jennie Shaw in 1878. One family

source has the marriage in Chicago with the newlywed couple moving to homestead in Nebraska;

another source has them marrying in Nebraska. At any rate, farming did not work out and they moved

back to Chicago, where at least one of Jennie’s brother’s (James) worked, and at least one other

Whitlock relative (Charles Whitlock, an uncle of Edward’s) lived. Jennie died in 1892, Edward married

for a second time, Jessie F. Hamilton, in Dec. 31, 1896.

2 & 3 Herbert Ashby Whitlock (1879 1964):

Picture as a young man was probably at Seminary graduation (1905) or at Beloit College graduation

(1902) and most likely taken in Chicago.

Later picture taken 1939-1940 at a photographer’s studio in Mussoorie, India

Rev. Herbert Ashby Whitlock spent his working career in India as a Presbyterian missionary.

Herbert Ashby Whitlock was born in 1879 in Nebraska, where his parents had recently

homesteaded. This did not work out and sometime before 1892 the family returned to Chicago.

He had a job as an office boy at Marshall Fields dep’t store where his dad worked as an elevator

operator. While working as an office boy, his potential was recognized and he was given a

scholarship. He graduated from Beloit College in 1902 and from McCormick seminary in Chigaco

in 1905. At graduation, he was awarded a top honor, the Bernadine Orme Smith Fellowship,

which sponsored graduate studies. He chose Scotland. The family story is that he originally

planned to study in Edinburgh, but because of student unrest, he went to Glasgow instead. It is a

good thing for us because it was in Glasgow Scotland that he met his wife, Margaret Fulton

Leitch. Herbert A. Whitlock started his service in India in 1906 and in 1907 Margaret Leitch

sailed from Scotland to Bombay, India where they were married, Nov 2, . They retired first to

Scotland in the 1940’s (to be with Margaret’s sister, Jess Leitch ) and returned to the US

permanently around 1955. They lived out their remaining years at the Westminster Presbyterian

Gardens, a community of retired Presbyterian missionaries, in Duarte California.

3 & 4 Maurice Hamilton Whitlock (1919-2008)

Early picture is circa1936 at high school graduation from Woodstock School in Mussoorie, India



Later picture is 1988 in Medford, Oregon

Born in India of American missionary parents, M.H. Whitlock was raised in India and Scotland. He

came to the U.S. permanently for college, graduating in 1941 from Wooster College in Ohio with

a degree in chemistry or chemical engineering. During his working career he contributed to the

country’s synthetic rubber program during WW II and helped develop solid rocket propellants in

the 1960’s space race era.

W09


