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CHAPTER 27

By Eloy Martinez Spears

Many small portraits, most anonymous men and women, but knowing that passed
briefly through this ephemeral life that many years ago and gave us his image.

They must be such as are painted in these miniatures. Many stories behind them. We
may never know. .. Maybe ... but wanted the chance or fate will reveal the identity of the
portrait of an English gentleman dressed in black and white hair that until recently knew
nothing ...

The miniature entered the collection in June 2009 as anonymous portrait of English
school of the early nineteenth century. (1). After the restoration that was submitted and
the research that we do, we reveal the personality of the man portrayed It was the
theologian and prominent member of Magdalene College, Oxford, the Rev. Edward
Ellerton (1771-1851).
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In the small town of Downholme, North York, Edward Ellerton was born on January 30,
1771, the first of three brothers born of the marriage of Richard Ellerton (1740-1800)
with Catherine Whitelock (1740-1817).His father Richard had farms and farms in
Downholme Redmire, north of Yorkhire (3). English middle class family wealthy, was
dedicated to the production and importation of meat foods, butter and bacon.His great-
grandfather of the same name, Edward Ellerton (1650-1734/36), born in Stainton, is
buried in San Barthomew's, in West Witton, and I lived in Downholme in 1704 when his
father George (1625-1704) died.

Edward had two brothers, Richard (1775-1818) and Christopher (1779-1839). The first
was devoted to trade in textiles, wool and linen, being a member of the guild of
haberdashers, having your own business in Richmond. He was married to Maria
Newby, who died in 1808 and Elizabeth Wright, with whom he had three children.Died
at 43 years of age in Downholme and was buried in the Church of San Miguel



(Michael's Church) in 1818. X6863/2

Ellerton Lodge Downholme small town in north Yorkshire County, where he was born in
1771 and spent his childhood Edward Ellerton with his brothers and parents.The house
is still preserved. Photograph of the late nineteenth century and today.

The smallest of the brothers, we know that he inherited from his father's property in
Redmire. In the book "Romance Richmonshire" Harry Speight, 1897, we know that
along to their siblings, were founders of the Escuela Libre de Downholme. He lived in
Ellerton Lodge, Downholme, is dedicated to continue the business of his father's farm.
The exploitation of Redmire sold it and bought a farm in Oxque, beside the river Swale
in Ellerton Lodge in 1814. Houseman married Anne and they had five children. e died
in 1839 in Downholme and was buried also in the family vault of the church of San
Miguel (St.Michael 's Church)

The best race was made the eldest brother, Edward Ellerton. From an early age
evinced a talent for research, so his parents took him to Richmond where he made
basic studies for later entered the University of Oxford where he majored in languages
and theology in 1792, reaching the rank of DD ie Doctor of Divinity degree (Doctor of
Theology), becoming a leading member of Magdalene College in 1803, where he
taught theology.

Along with his brothers founded the Free School Downholme.In 1825 he founded an
annual prize of 20 guineas open to all members of the university community, for those
who reach the first grade and thus promote the study of theology. rom his chair, he
taught theology in several generations of students, sharing their teaching duties with
those of his ministryFrom 1825 he was appointed coadjutor in Sevenhampton, a small
town in Wiltshire, northeast of Swindon (5). Edward was known both among the
students of Oxford as "The Bull" because of the size of your head, maybe something
out of proportion to his body.

He created numerous grants and awards to encourage the study of theological
science. Son Downholme featured, along with Francis Nicholson, born in the same
parish, who was governor in the American colonies, died in 1722. Edward died in 1851
in his parish of Theale and was buried in the Church of All Saints. An inscription on the
marble tombstone, it says: To the sacred memory of Edward Ellerton DD (Doctor of
Divinity), 48 years a member of Magdalene College, Oxford, and 20 years as Minister of
this parish.He was born on January 30, 1771 and ceased to be mortal on 26 December
1851. "Whoever lives and believes in me shall never die. San Juan, verse 26 
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Edward Ellerton was an advocate of more rationalist view of the Anglican church. The
moment he crossed the Anglican church in England was difficult. There were major
controversies within the Anglican church, known as the Oxford movement, which began
at this University in 1833 and led to many famous men of the official English church,
especially John Henry Newman (1801-1890) Cardinal later, to convert to the Catholic
Church. with great religious depth, all the reasons that led him to Catholicism.
The Oxford Movement was a major religious development of the Church in England in
the nineteenth century in response to the critique of rationalism, skepticism, liberalism
and immorality prevails, suggesting a return to the traditions of the Church (6).Other
prominent members of this movement were John Keble (1792-1866), Richard Hurrell
Froude (1803-1836) and Edward Bouverie Pusey (1800-1882).


