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Birth: Sep. 17, 1927
Death: Dec. 6, 2008

Shelby Township
Macomb County
Michigan, USA

Milton Berz Jr.

Milton H. Berz Jr., 81, of Shelby Township, an
aviation pioneer in the Detroit area for many
decades, died Saturday, Dec. 6, 2008.

His family started Berz Airport in Troy and
later Berz Macomb Airport in Macomb
Township. Mr. Berz was a licensed flight
instructor and designed flight examiner.

His family said one of his main goals was to
teach aviation safety and safe pilot
techniques. He was a mentor to many young
pilots and was responsible for many aviation
careers, often giving young people a cost
break on their flight lessons. Many of Mr.
Berz's students went on to become pilots for
major airlines and corporations.

In 2007, Mr. Berz was awarded the prestigious
Wright Brothers "Master Pilot" award given by
the Federal Aviation Department of
Transportation for his many years of service
and dedication to the aviation community.

A story told by Mr. Berz was of a long trip to
Florida in the 1940s in a two-seat Aeronca
aircraft that took two days of flight time and
was accomplished with the use of a hand-
held, battery-powered radio receiver. A later
flight to Florida in the 1990s in a Piper
Cheyenne took just over three hours at an
altitude of 31,000 feet.

Mr. Berz saw many changes and
advancements in aviation throughout the
years and was proud to be part of it. He
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Mr. Berz Happy 82nd Birthday. Rest
in Peace.
- Lawrence Greer
Added: Sep. 16, 2009

Mr. Berz you were a great man and
will be missed greatly by the many
you have touched. Rest in Peace.
- Lawrence Greer
Added: Dec. 14, 2008



years and was proud to be part of it. He
retired in August 2003 when Berz Macomb
Airport was sold.

He enjoyed his retirement at home with
MayJane, his wife of 58 years; sons, Jeffrey
and Donald (Jackie); grandchildren, Jennifer,
Melissa, Carli, Christina, Mari, Michael, Douglas
and Desiree; and great-granddaughter,
Abigail.

Funeral arrangements are being handled by
the Pixley Funeral Home of Rochester. There
will be no formal services and the family asks
everyone to remember Mr. Berz and make a
contribution to the charity of their choice.

Guest Book

Richard and DeeAnn Schiappacasse (Shelby
Township, MI )
December 14, 2008

Our sincere condolences on the loss of such a
great man.

Joe & Kay Bidwell (Tucson, AZ )
December 15, 2008

We enjoyed many years of our annual visits to
Milt's airport. He was always most generous
and helpful.

Lynn (Ashton) Ellis (Prescott Valley, AZ )
December 15, 2008

I will miss our phone conversations, his laugh,
his emails and his advice. If they have Jelly-
Belly's in heaven, my Uncle Milt will be close
by. I am so grateful to have had the time I did
with him. Love you, Uncle Milt!!

Marlene Ingles (Limestone, MI )
December 16, 2008

My thoughts and prayers go out to you. My
memory of Milt is that of a kind, loving man
who adored his sons and grandkids. It is
comforting that he can rest peacefully and
suffer no longer. God be with you all.

Daniel Chevrier (Toronto, ON )
December 16, 2008
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December 16, 2008

Milton Berz left imposssibly big shoes to fill,
and I am grateful and humbled to have had
the pleasure and the privilege of knowing him.
Whenever I was around Milt I always felt that
I was in the presence of a very sage elder
statesman. Every time I saw Milt I always
learned something, and I always looked
forward to spending time with him because of
it. He is one of the smartest people to have
graced this earth, and we are all much poorer
for his passing. He was tough but fair, kind
but unsentimental, generous but exacting,
ascerbic yet funny. In short, he is the man we
should all be lucky to become. Fare thee well,
Milt. The greater journey, the mystery has
just begun. You will always be remembered
with the deepest admiration and respect.
Love, Daniel
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