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The hiring of Eugene J. Weigel as director introduced an new era in the history of the band.
Weigel was hired by the Music Department as part of a new joint agreement between the
Athletic Department, Music Department, and ROTC Department. Weigel came from a public
school teaching background in Cleveland, and took over the University Symphony Orchestra as
well as creating the OSU Concert Band. In addition to these ensembles, Weigel introduced two
new regimental ensembles to act as an orientation to the Marching Band, which was becoming
increasingly popular and thus limited to upperclassmen.

While the size of the band remained at 120 (until 1972), the quality of the ensemble continued
to increase. In 1932, the tradition of music memorization was begun, in an effort to allow band
members to concentrate more on their music. Two years later one of the most important
changes in band history took place as an all-brass and percussion ensemble debuted at the
OSU-Indiana game. The group was recognized as the world's largest brass band, and has
maintained this status ever since. This was no small task, as special instruments unavailable in
the United States were required.

In addition to the sound of the band, Weigel made significant changes in its appearance.
Weigel changed the uniform hat and introduced a high step to accompany the 30-inch stride
step. Perhaps Weigel's most lasting and memorable mark on the band came in 1936 when he
established the band's trademark, "Script Ohio." Weigel's inspiration supposedly came from the
sight of the words "Pepsi Cola" etched in the sky by a skywriter at the Ohio State Fair and an
"Ohio" in script on the marquee of the historic Ohio Theatre in downtown Columbus. The band
formed a triple block O on the far side of the field and gradually unwound in a follow-the-leader
drill, spelling out the script "Ohio."

Weigel is genuinely know as the "Father of the Modern Marching Band," and his legacy
continues to live on well after his term as director. The School of Music's Weigel Hall stands as
a monument to his distinguished service not only to the OSUMB, but to the entire university
band program
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