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WORKING AT EYNSHAM VICARAGE
FOR REV. WILLIAM NASH BRICKNELL
by Gwen Whitlock (née Gwen Day)
Recorded by Joyce Morris
I was born in Eynsham in 1903. At the age of 14 I went to work in London for a
clergyman, Dr. Ralton and his wife, and my main job was to look after their three
daughters who were not much younger than me.
In 1919, the Vicar of Eynsham, Rev William Nash Bricknell, who had lost his first
wife the year before, remarried, and his new wife was Amy Smallhorn, the doctor's
daughter. He wrote offering me domestic work at the Vicarage, and I started there on 3
February 1920, a month after my seventeenth birthday. There I met Rose Morris from
Headington who was a couple of years older. On our first night at the vicarage Rose heard
lovely singing, and on the second night I heard it as well. I told Rose that it must be the first Mrs
Bricknell who was a fine and beautiful lady!
When the Vicar and his wife returned from their honeymoon, he told me to let my
hair down as I was 'too young to have it done up'. But we were treated with great
kindness, as if we were members of the family, not as maids.We were allowed to do
what we liked, even having my boyfriend, Cyril Whitlock, and Rose's boyfriend,
George Harris, at the vicarage every evening.
The years went by. The Bricknells had no children, but it was a big house and there was plenty
of work for us.
For many years an old man,Mr Richard Brooks, who wore a black bowler hat, used to come to
the vicarage gate every Saturday and give Rose and me a penny each and three white
peppermints wrapped in a twist of paper. A penny seemed a lot of money in those days and we
used to look forward to Saturdays!
Then one evening in 1928 the Vicar, coming down the stairs, slipped near the
bottom and broke his leg. He was kept at the vicarage, but died three days later. That was a
very sad time for everyone.
Rose and I left a month later after eight very happy years, and for the next couple
of years we worked for Mr andMrs Donaldson at Newland House. Later Rose worked in Oxford,
and in 1932 I married Cyril and we have lived ever since in the same house we saved up for
and had built for us.
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MRS G.WHITLOCK
Gwen Whitlock, the oldest member of the E.H.G., died last year, aged 94. In the Eynsham
Record, no.6, 1989, Gwen tells the story of her early life and of service
at Eynsham vicarage from 1919 to 1928. She married Cyril Whitlock, a member
of the old and respected Eynsham bakery family in 1932. Joyce Morris, who wrote
Gwen's story for the Eynsham Record, had been abandoned in the village, and
was adopted and brought up by the Whitlock family. Cyril died in 1968, but by
then Joyce had returned and continued to live with Gwen until her own death in
1994. Gwen was a loyal member of the Eynsham Branch British Legion and her
smartly uniformed, stoicly upright figure, carrying the British Legion banner, was
a comforting presence at many local ceremonies and church services. She will
long be remembered.
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