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This find from the new British Library historic newspaper collections online site at The British
Newspaper Archive site: www1.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk has been passed to me by
someone who knows of my Whitlock interest. Dianne Sutton

25th Oct 1856 Bucks Herald Newport Pagnell Petty Sessions Oct 22 nd (Before Mathew Knapp
Esq, Rev A Chester and Rev Dr Langley)

The Landlady and The Sweep - Frederick Whitlock, chimney sweeper of Wavendon, was
charged with assaulting Mary Lee, who keeps the Fir Tree public-house, in the same parish, on
the 3rd of October. The case having been adjourned from the last Petty Sessions in consequence
of the complainant being too ill to attend. Complainant now stated that the defendant drove up to
her door about ten o’clock on the night of the 3 rd inst., just as she was in the act of closing the
door. He called for a quart of beer; she saw he was intoxicated and refused to admit him or draw
any beer. He forced himself into the house, and, with very abusive language, said he would not
go until he had some beer. The old lady, who is sixty five years of age, said that she thought she
would show a little spirit, so she took the poker and ordered him out; he instantly snatched it
from her and knocked her down with it. Francis Lee, her son, stated that he was in bed, but
hearing the disturbance, he came down. His mother was lying on the floor, bleeding very much,
and the defendant had the poker in his hand, and threatened to serve witness in the same way, but
witness succeeded in getting the poker from him and turning him out. A neighbour was sent for,
who came and put Mrs Lee to bed. She had a severe wound on the head, the ear being cut
through; she has been under surgical treatment ever since. Mr Jones appeared for the defence,
and called the defendants lad, who was sitting in the cart at the door, and who stated that Mrs Lee
struck defendant with the poker first. Mr Jones stated in mitigation, that the defendant had
offered to make any compensation to Mrs Lee that she might require, immediately after the
assault. The defendant was convicted in a penalty and costs of £4, or one months imprisonment.
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