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Thelma Mae Whitlock was born January 7, 1917, two miles west of
Coffeen. The 4th child of Arthur and Bertie Mae Whitlock she departed
for a better life Feb. 15, 2012.

She attended rural Coffeen grade schools and Coffeen
High School. She has maintained close contact with her school friends
throughout all the years. Thelma has always been a friend to everyone
and she has numerous friends – once you are a friend of Thelma’s you are

always a friend regardless of the length of time that passes, she will keep in touch.

During World War II Thelma moved to St. Louis to work for Edison Brothers
Shoe Company. She started as a Summary Girl, later became an assistant and did many other
jobs along the way. In 1953 the company newsletter said of her: “Undoubtedly the most
conscientious member of the EBS is Thelma Whitlock, One reason we say this is because
recently Thelma was asked to postpone her vacation because of a certain business conflict. She
did so without a sad look or a complaint…because she knew the business needed her” She
retired as a supervisor in 1982 after nearly 40 years with Edison.

Most important to Thelma were her family and her Christian life. She was
devoted to her parents, brothers, sisters, nephews and nieces always looking out for their best
interest. One example of her caring was taking care, with her sister Wilma, of their parents after
even taking them to St. Louis to live with them. Later Thelma took equal care of Wilma for
several years until Wilma died.

Converted in early youth she was a devoted follower of Jesus. She not only has
deep Faith but fervently believing Faith without works if dead she is continually putting her Faith
into practice. Always heavily involved with her local Free Methodist Church she taught Sunday
School for 60 years and was the youth leader in addition to serving at one time or another on
every board and committee in the church. In more recent years this has also been extended to
helping send children to church camps. Additionally she has always been interested in the
church property making certain that it reflects well on Christ’s Kingdom.

Thelma is unusually bright and continually studying - you will have always found
the Bible and a devotional book by her side. This is as true as it has ever been. Never thinking
of herself first she has taken the words of Jesus to heart and has always had an interest in helping
those who cannot help themselves. This could be children she meets, it could be foreign
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missions or it could be any other situation. She is always eager to make everyone feel wanted
and welcome and loved by all who know her.

Celebration of Life Saturday Feb. 18, 11:00 A.M. led by Rev. Dr. Eugene
Dunkley at Toberman Funeral Home, Coffeen. Visitation preceding at 10:00 A.M. and interment
Shiloh Cemetery to follow. Memorials may be given to the Coffeen Free Methodist Church.
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