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Disturbance
ends with man
dead, in Cocoa

A disturbance involving two
roommates in Cocoa led to a fa- .
tal stabbing early Saturday,
marking the first homicide of
the year in Brevard County.

Cocoa police spokeswoman
Barbara Matthews said the in
cident occurred about 3:15a.m.
in the 1100 block of School
Street.

Police received a call about a
disturbance at the residence,
"and when we got there, the vic
tim had been stabbed in the
chest," Matthews said.

The victim, identified as Gre
gory Lockett, 53, was taken to
an area hospital, but died a
short time later, Matthews said.

She said the suspect, whose
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The big reveal. Sandee Natowich removes the cover from Capt. A.J. Whitlock's grave marker during
Saturday's rededication ceremony at St. Luke's Episcopal Church on Merritt Island. Natowich, the
great-great-granddaughter of the Confederate Army veteran, was doing research on her family's history
when she found the original grave marker had been vandalized.

Civil War veteran
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, INDIAlANTIC- The couple
say it will be one of the state's
and country's "greenest"
homes .. ,

Their dream project. sprung
up in the aftermath of aamage
caused to an existing house by
Hurricane Frances in 2004.

Mark Baker and Nonnie
Chrystal decided it was an op-

New 'green}
grabbing atte

Return to the earth. Homeowner Mark Baker, I
tern of his Indialantic home to TitusvilleMayor
day. The cistern returns runoffto the ground ar

ters of the Confederacy as well
as members of the Sons of Con
federate Vete:("ans.

Several people in attendance
dressed in period costumes for
the event. Women wore elegant
Civil War-era dresses, while
men dressed in Confederate un
iforms. The ceremony was
marked with readings, poems
and songs.

Judson Whitlock LaRoche,
the great -grandson of Whitlock

See VETERAN, 3B

21-gun salute. An honor guard from the Sons of Confederate Veter
ans, Capt. J.J. DickisonCamp 1387; fires a rifle salute duringthe"
rededication of a grave marker for Confederate ArmyCapt. A.J.
Whitlock.For a gallery of images, visit floridatoday.com.

provides free markers for war
veterans anywhere in the world.

On Saturday, Natowich and
more than 75 relatives came to
gether in their first family reun
ion at St. Luke's Episcopal
Church. The reunion centered
on honoring Whitlock, who set
tled in Brevard County after the
CivilWar.

_ The ceremony drew not only
Whitlock's family but also lead- ,
ers from the state and district
chapters of the United Daugh-
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MERRITT ISLAND- While
researching her family history,
Sandee Natowich found her an
cestor's resting spot at a church
cemetery had been vandalized.

She felt as if something was
torn from her, and not just the
plundered gravestone.

"This was an act 6f vandalism
and opportunity," said Nato
wich, a lifelong Merritt Islander.
"It struck me that it happened
and nobody noticed, and that I
had not noticed. No one's grave
should go unmarked. I just felt
like it needed to be addressed."

Natowich began figuring out
how she could get a headstone
for A.J. Whitlock, her great
great -grandfather and the patri
arch of one of Brevard County's
founding families, without
spending thousands of dollars.

It turned out that Whitlock, a
Confederate captain during the
Civil War, qualified for a free
headstone through the Depart
ment of Veterans Affairs, which

replacement headstone
Marker stolen
but descendant
finds solution
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Archives proved veteran ~tatus
VETERAN, from IB

and Natowich's cousin, came·
from his home near Macon, Ga.,
for the honors. He said he was
pleased to see Whitlock's
headstone replaced.

"It's inspiring, really," LaRoche
said.

Natowich proved Whitlock's
veteran status by getting his Con
federate pension record from
state archives.

She said she was "totally sur
prised" to find the authentic gra-'
nite headstone bearing the South
ern Cross of Honor, the kind pro
vided for Confederates, arrived
within weeks of her application.

Many of Brevard County's
founders, like Whitlock, were ex
Confederate soldiers who started
arriving here in 1867, shortly
after the CivilWar ended, accord
ingto local historian Bob Gross.

Whitlock was a postmaster,
election poll supervisor, judge
and citrus grower. He was com
munity-minded, Natowich said.
He died in 1902.

It is unlikely Whitlock's grave
stone was targeted because of his
Confederate serVice. Gross and
others said they weren't aware of
Confederate graves ever being
the target of vandal ism.

"1 believe it was random be
cause there were several other
headstones pushed over or bro
ken off," Natowich said. "His
original headstone didn't men
tion he was a Confederate soldier.
As far as Confederate-bashing is
concerned, you hear people still
talking about it, and I guess some
people are still fighting the war in
their minds. This community is
notthatway."

. Roz Foster, a board member of
Brevard County Historical Com~
missi9n, said unmarked graves of

veterans and other citizens con
tinue to be found in graveyards to
this day, many of whom were
buried about the turn of the 20th
century.

Foster took part in a la-year
project to identify more than 100
veteran graves at Historic La
Grange Cemetery in Titusville.

To get a military marker can be
a lengthy process, she said.

Saturday's ceremony was con
ducted with full military honors,
including a 2l-gun salute. It was
the first re-marking ceremony to
take place at the church grave
yard.

"It really comes down to this:
What was almost lost, was found.
But every descendent here has a
piece of him in them," Natowich
said .•
FLORIDA TODAY staff writer Susanne

Cervenka contributed to this story.
Contact Basu at 242-3618

or rbasu@f!oridatoday.com

Headstones

for veterans
The program: The Depart
ment of Veterans Affairs

furnishes upon request, at
no charge to the applicant,
a government headstone or
marker for the unmarked

grave of any deceased eligi
ble veteran in any cemetery
around the world, regard
less of the veteran's date

of death. The VA also may
provide a headstone or

marker for graves that are
marked with a private
headstone or marker, for
veterans who died on or

after Nov. 1, 1990.
More online: To find out

more about this program,
follow the online link at
floridatoday.com.

Song of remembrance. Sue

Perry, left, and Mary Perry sing
"Memories in Gray," composed
by Sue Perry, at Saturday's grave

, marker dedication at St. Luke's

Episcopal Church in Merritt Is
land. Sue Perry is the music chair
of the Florida Division, United

Daughters of the Confederacy.
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