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The Pition of Axthur Whitlock
Part Il -~ Arthur's Anecdotes

Arthur Whitlock stacied in his favhex's calilng =5 a
shepherd, snd then worked at wvaricus Jobs on farms in ard

around Pitton. In-1873 he may:fed Martha Hoyes o€ Wlalo sl

and browvght her to Fitton. Before long, huowaver, cool tiong
forced him to leava for Fewley in the Wew Forest, with 'ia Fax
and two children. He was gnly there fur a yesx or 1o Lef

he returned in midwivter with his furnfture and Taanil; Coa
waggon ©o Winterslow, One old farmer there .l d bim 5.:d
gave him work, kKeeping him on till harvast. 1t
harvest a message core (o frihor reguestling bi v oA x

of sheep, and though his femmer frlend needed

o Lo azrvest ;
he was big-hesrted enowgh to let him go. Before loung 7Toth, as
he was popularly named, had bvilt-up a v =B Rl t i,

For some fifty yeara znd mora he was L noctad of

the Wiltshire sheep-sheavcrs, and aa in vreat 2 4
for miles arcund. The exivat of his repotation can be Judged
from a oircular which he =ent cuat fin Febrvexy 1026 -7 by’
contained four pages of testimoniales for his work with lanhs sod

celves since 1880. At one ffme he wooted for ilie Beringa,
banking famlly, on the Normal Court Estale at Wost Tythevley,
but he eventually returned to Pltton, where he Ziwved until his
death. He truvelled acrpass coustry to flecks and markets,
fairs and fauma, towns and villages, and czme to know and he
kncwn by a very wide circle, not only of farmers, shearers znd
farm workers, but lapndowners, auvctloneers, inn landlords and
country folk cgeneraily. Often he had to be away from Lo
deys on end, anpd Lf he covld not stay at o farm or =ome colisge
he would stay at the local inn.

His work and travel constamly bromght Rim dnkeo Louch
with fresh faces and fresh vicws. BEls journeys femiliar!zed
him with the counlcy around fov a vadlus of socme Lhisty oc
forty miles, and he come to know 1k 3n geest detstd, AlY
this acted as a great stlinslus to bis vigorous and energeile
Perscnﬁlity, g0 one muel not sea hid 8 A skilled, hard
worker, but as a convivial, and ind mlows, reveller at
many country inns, whers he wes often the life snd scul of che
party, and always walcome. Here it was that he must have
heard and told mech of what £ollows. In one pub a slrangec
looked at Arth and said, "Now you my man, for lestance. ¥You'va
got a fipe military bearing. I guarantes you've been a soidiar.”
*Ah that I "av," cssented Rrth., "I ksew 1t! T knew itl°
cried the delighted stranger, "I can always tell & soldfex
when I see ons. What regiment were you in?"

“The Wiltshire Yeomanxy," replied Arth. "How long," gueried
the stranger. "0, only one evening, while I unswered ver me
brother!l" :etorted Arthur,

Having always been used to crosping Porton Down
whenever he liked, duxing the First World War he crossed cven
when the signal was at dander, Once, noileing an dunosual
smell in the alr, he took a deep breath and hecsme vexy tilubi in
the chest. Fortunately there was not a heavy encugh
concentration of polson gas from the experinental statlon &t
Porton to do him much harm. He told a tals of a scidier home on




noe ons hera, I Just 4id whot I could." Tears aprang into the
farmer's eyes, and thon filled thom, as dropping his gaze he
saw the lad's toes, Llns with eold, poking throuwgh his brolen
books.  He took off hils own nes boots and gave them to the lad,
Bayiag, “BIA I tell you not to coms hera? wWell Y want you to.
And did T eell you ot o Preach?  You keep 1€ up, ™
At " Whitloek was Yery critical of youn; 'mederps'.

"I sgres wee cldikashun,” he woold 848y, "put allus thay bao
toachi™n nowad o 'ow to get thedir living' weo'out wockin® vox
1t. They ge! it waa thely vilts zno. 'ard work wont "urt '\,
rut there balsk pax one poond Yur, but 'eod drop down dead at
tha thotes of workin' 1ike the old 'ne 'ad to. There bainl one
snd Tere koows wob 'ard work ba like., Look ab old «—-, Why
& Mkes work well enuf to 1ie down baside it!" And whan

BTG dettnzlrated,saying, "You don't kKnow. Paerhapa he 19
ook Btroer,™ he Eharpliy retoried, “Ar and 'e don'k know efther,
'es novos teied to vind out, " "Huildin' ‘ouses,™ he would

sitbor with withering scorn, "Mhy they must ‘av a bafril roam!
Biuy I 'ava't 'ad a Lai:th pince me malrther bairthed me in wront
t ieel™ Ra to bacd work, when he was over elghty he could
2 hurdies at a {ime with the proag.
Arthis Whitlosk died in Pitton on Pel cuary 4th, 1943,
' ieave. Juat s few hours before hils death he sat
ts bed feeling his pulse, and remarked, as
i penking of someops else, “‘ar well, 1t won't b long
nows, " 0ol in oa share td ka w2z gona., He had llved & life of
P Ly and hard woik, hot it had been a rich lifa, full of Joy
i sablafacting, ’

ag=" ninat
on the edge
Lhopghn s

Arthur Wal~ling.
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leave from France in that tar, who was griusing abonk the gomewhat wollified at this the Bishop .‘.I“fl'l.f:in‘:ﬂ and ":Fd
E:?:h.--p; 1 -11-1 ha 1-.-._:._]: tor L. £ Y -,.;_-1_!];- : one =:ld yokel sald, pla]rfull?. “ah wall you kaow, you aan't --.,--J? ‘a.n aths -:1.:1_1
i Why duse'n get threqell one f tha* Tocman paira, Tha'® be without = Bishop." "Aint got enuf tow o Mg SERSEE
i vary u{_;.-:d‘ll On his next l-ove tha old yolael enguired, "Woll devagtating retort., fnly once in his 1ife <id _:4_._ .T:, "E
[ a [ ety " R m . N g - i H “ . 106 nsl
e rep e o LI s B tiliimey Doshetetly ut Shon o, 1ot iRt Sty
X 2 AT G Wl R S - " ' tha wes PR i < S T L - oo : T
uring the sama war zome claorers were preparing their snack in that he so often tiraded against thicsa "who yot F"H'l‘ 1":" Ly
ii. e !.:1rrt'1?]_'~hcr!_ they dfocoverc.s th g had no sugar for thefr t:n, one year for preaching one roiteén 3'3:_'-“?11 afq;‘}'? ‘]lJ il 1'.3:
_lll WA s .= wan ratloned __-.:-:!d j_“. very short '5'-1!_'-';‘:5Yr and 2 loeal man a man got ror working hard for tha ‘l.._l_"’J..L :}11.‘1#“. .-_.-H-,_,' ot
who kﬂ:;htgctv;lluﬁx ;Tﬁict wvél “-?“3Fﬂ EREE -ét-? that no ; st11l in his eyens, they were [21d out of tha e
Wi eL. any Lrcm - hlm, ne shoorexr saccupted the vagar an from farma, a YA et
vent to the grecer's,  We selected a tin ol salmen, then about Of dentists thers are one or two iales, An ofd ['od
12d (dp) a tin, and explain’ g that up at the baxa thera .« 18 no | went to o dentist to have n tooth extracted, "f.'h,...-; LLLE
i cang b opening it, asked him Lo oblige by cuttl.g it roond the snid the dentist, "Wider, widaer,” he said am the old ic1luw
Lop, Wwhich the grocer obligingly did.  Then the customer askaed seemed afraid to open it, but as it opeped to n lacienle
fox a pound of sugar, which the grocer at oneg refused. After extent, the dentist cried, "Hold hard! hols bardl IMa o udng to
gome argument and haggling {he thearer caught held of the door bide cutalda and kake 1t cutel” Anolther old -2:"11'-5‘ '-\'-I-'f‘"+‘--'f
lateh as 4f to & part, leoving thie opcned tin of zalwca oo the rviher mors conning nature sested himself in 'le Joctocts coolre
counter, and said, "Ch well, if I con't have any sugar, T Yoa't in salisbuxy and relaxed. “What can I do foxr jous 1, .'.I-.
o."ul:. Y‘.-'".l. ?m.'lsu n elth 1-'.:' 1-‘-‘ﬂ qroger, realis! 4 ha was enquired the docior. "Want ma teeth o-.;l‘.."":."r‘_"- the _'__-I"""- HES 3
i ..-;ur_a.n--l, gave In, and 1 i mheATeR returned to e gang and Aftar an examination the doctor em':_j;‘u.'l rE'i.‘p:.."'F '-'“'-f--l‘-l‘_l : A
collecled his wager, hoving boight sogar and salon and still “all of 'em,” =aid the old chip. e *'-'-v-r-‘ > p 3 gt
Acth sonetines expresoar mae forcefully., hen replied the subtlae, and by no meadns innCoenit netedsds b .
ha learned that nna of ].I.LH dauygl :,.-;.;']'E WiG kfﬂ}'l'hl? cupany with Thﬁ doctor gave him half-a-crcwn '_’5- f':!ﬁ;l R‘ t;l-i"b:‘:k "_ﬂt
a urll ..I:\ \'i:1|.1.---f-|_;1‘, ':':e L;x[':.l'll:u'lﬂ'::,] Ik:-- 1a l:]nri'ng er '.'.1]? and g;ve don't come here ag;in}'T hhiﬁhnirhlt- the ol M b
or to Lhe plgs] a daclared he knew an o el ryman who soma oller Fchema for the morrow. B ; . : i
had for eome years couxted a woman who however jilted him and | One lovely suncer day fn the hopvart Field A i .
married another, Seme tima later he mary ied her slster, and elmost hulpless with raging toothache.  ilLe o7 & ﬁ}'
as thoy-stood before the altar, whan the parson asked, "Will you miles away, =0 what was he to do? Then up =L Cad, ; ¢
tola this woman to be your Jlawful wedded wife?™ he meekly get'n cut vor 'e zno, if thee's let I." e ;\!;at ‘I e A
vildad, "Ar I will, but I'd rooma 'sr "ad ‘er zizter.“ | be that grateful to 'e," sald the suffo.er. iy .
On taking his devout Methodist slster-in-law for a i commenced at onco. A plece of rablbit wire (rusplcioaly
ride in his pony trap, Arth said to hor, "Thik gouy'll turn 'is ! available in scme one's pocket) was filrmly Fastened If thnx Y
'ed away from a pub zno!"™ "Lar!"™ she eaid, "Wotever next will i offending tooth, and then by a pleca of stout stilag 2o a spora
!

‘e say." Fure enough when Lhe pub came in slght the pony, 0ld
Punch, Yurned away from it, arnd then with a wilde sweep, swept
right Into the inn yard. Ing experienca had tasght him to
make a widae are to avold the trap wheal aptching the gatepost!
Of his plous wife Arth used to say Lhat "She 'ood'n eat 'ar egg
if she na'd LBy laid ov a Zundee, Nor drink 'ar Jdvop of milk
If she no'd thik cow had had 'ar maxsal of bacley."

As for church and elergy, 2rxth disliked koth,
although in the eventide of his life ha came to sppreciata
keenly the visics of Vigcar and Methodist minlsters alike. Ha &

wheal of the threshing machine. The rustle cougeny aond
::atg:azlad guffered watched his deliverex fum?linq 1HF,‘:Lhn
suddenly the sufferer was startled by a shaip aud ernfthf:; ‘
unaxpected blow in the facea, Back jexked his head, f“g.t" a
wns the tooth dangling on tha rabbit wire, while the deilveter,
if this 1a the right word to ucae, stood back with a ]i-T—HL
infinita satisfaction on his face, The howl of tha ruffi. x
wis not heard for the shout of laughter which went up fm:-.-_.?. the
spectators, but as 1t suhalded they qea:d ona of the Tﬁ?lf?E
compassionately mutter, "I 'cpes as “ow I nevex sces "ar ® ~é'
tooth got out like thik arn." Until a few yearn ajg I::G e
eountryman in these parts extracted hia own L“”Fh'__, i rft&?
a top troih he passed the string attached tha':uﬂ vnd 3 .:qu %
.nd gave a sharp dowmwerd jerk. For the hotica on. @ passel

selated that at ona time tha Vicar had great difficulty in

finding accommodation for the Curate at Pitton. Finally he

went to Mr Briant, a stalwart old Mathodist. Aftar soma 1
discussion, Mr Brilant naild he would leave tha decision to his

wife, adding, "Only I won't 'av 'im If 'e's cne of tha' drinkin', the string firxst over a beam or a firm bouyh which wrold rot
ewaarin', amokin' fellas.® give, and then under hia leg, and jexked, It's ji% -”L'F.
Ha told a tale of a Bishop out for a walk who noticed zno,"” he sald. Ona anusing thing about this “";‘r_"””_‘ b .
with episcopal horror some children playing with hoxse dung in szed to ra-insert a teoth so that he could Plﬂi --eﬁLEH};tfﬁ"LY
the road., He said, "Surely, surely you can find something | Sunday morning at the Methodist chapal. f“ﬂt P -:~H m;_
betler ko ¢o than play with this filthy stuff, What are you I countryman rovives a mesory of but a few ?”iﬁ“_“ﬂq*_j”j' ik
doing with 1it?" - "Trying to rake a cathedral." came the reply, entering his woodhoure 1n the dark a rat suldenly rin ap ihe
8
'} |
|
]
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ingile of his trouser-leg., e Jropped the bunile of faacots
he wig carrydng, creabbed Lhe ra! throvgh his cloihes an
worked it to iha bottém of 1is trouser-1-3. Fe called the Jog,
which s¢leed and despatched Lt.  What =u axperdience, but aot
alicgether unceomon, for Arth reme ber:d old Mixlam % Lk of
Fitton who, alwut sne hundred years ago, worked-all Juy with
the flail bealiag ouk Lla corn on the threshing floor., Tired
at the end of the day :ha thoaght she could feel a movra in her
elothe u, RLmaéing gtrg of bor garmenta she fourd sot one, but

thi:t.cn which had found sasctuary there frrom the wild sweeps

of hex flail. Roge 1 very old man = nearly blind,

Fie tcopa’ were on i Lveskfase table, Lwo younge! ous wera
pleydng dn the room with Lwo baby nice. Whese dded in the rough

play just before old Roger came Jdown to breakfast, so 'hay
poepped (hoem in his breth. "Poor le Roger!™ =aid Axth,
"'e coi'n zeo and 'e Lalted *nlt

rih carried a crtapult with him and scmetlmes made
quod use of it On tha way to work with two other shearers
ke took oot his catapult anwd bnocked over o rabbit. To his
groat acunoyance, one of tYemon d Ted plchad it up and put it
in his bag., A littla laler in %o day Arih persvaded the other
shearer to take Ted out of sfghl for a while, Very speodily
énd wery neoatly he tock the bulk f the rabbit, apart from its
Yoad, shoulders and legs, out of ‘he skin, which he packed
tightly with sawdust, gewed 1t up again and replac=4 it in Ted's
bag. Ted, unsuspecting, carried it homa, snd thet cvening at
dusk in the garden tried te peonch 16, Finding it full of
sgwdust ha flung it down in wiid disgust. HNe:L morning he
pazsad the time of day with ilie other sheaver, but did not speak
to Arth: "Wos up, Tede” guerizd the fnne wt Aith. "Thea's
knows woe up," srorted Ted, bub uvnfortunately for him, ha went
rovnd local pubs iclling of "thik dirty trick®™. The result was
thai for some months he could not enter ona without scmecne
asking whether ha had seen any "mar ov tha' zovdust rabbits.®
It was the same Ted who had = habit of drinking up the odd pint
oxr two of ale or cider which the others left in the evenlng to
Grink the following morning kefore the farucr arriv-d to
replenish the vessel for the day. "Blowed if I likes this,®
zald Arth to Ernest. 8o watching for the firvst oppoctunity he
added some jalRp, a purgative, to the last pint before they left
off work for the day. Sure encogh Ted drained the last drop,
and they went off home to their respective villages, 7 Tora
they resched home a vielesnt thunderstorm overtook them. When
Ted arrived next morning he 2aid to the other innocent two, "I
rever knowed thunder affect I like it avooxr!"

Doubtless thoro axe meny very fine and very wordarful
deepdoge about the country s&till, but Arthuc's father had a
qulte remarkable one. Ha was once misding a flock of about E00
sheep with his dog when ha was uxgently called to visit somecne
in Salisbury Infirmary, The only thing he cculd do was to leave
the dog in charge of the flock and go sirvaight off Lo Sallsbury.
Duite by colncidence there he ram into the farmer, who naturally
enguired who was locking after the rhoep, and on being told said,
"Wy eyes, I must he off aftexr tha'." On reaching tha flock ha
found the sheep guietly grazing by the side of a field of corn,
with the dog venning up and down just inszide the corn and
darting out now and then te nip esny shcap unwize oenough to
venture tOo0 near. '

1

S

nrth ohoerved Mature very clocaly indead, and
someiimes by a cestain whistle he «could Toing out on
inguisitive stoat. "If thee's a vind a rloated rahbft,”
he would say, "Thee's 4ot a good 'n. fi:y ocd'n pick a L4
'n you'" For the crailiness of foxes ha 1wad & yroat rospect,
and maintained that at nicat dn woods it was impossible Lo tell
tha whereabouts of a fox or.vizea by its cry. Like a :
ventriloguist first 3i would come from one Afrecticn and then
from ructher. OFf all animals he found the fox the st
circumspect, susplcious, =nd cunning, and thaerefore «he mosk
difficult to trap.

Once he set a Lrap for a fox by plocing

two traps in the mouth of a rabbit burrow ¥ 'th a dead rabbit et
a little way further in. ¥ext movning he found the irzps
undistarbed, but tha top of the borrew had Teen seratclied wavay
and the rabbit lLisd heen removed, At another Lime he would po

a dead fowl 2liosk on a trap, and then craftlly quite noar ‘f‘.'t
snother trap sk11fully concealed, so thet a s warlly oiding
¢a would get trapped in the other) eveon so0 @ wen 14 someticas
find that a fox had avolded both. il :d 1o tell of 4 fr ah
thing which occurred at Winchester w oy pcor3 8go. A ’-:-ﬁtl
lost hexr young <t birth, and the same day fox her meal fha owler
threw into her box some newborn rabbita. «t Aay when ba
opened the hox, to his great surprisze he found that the :z-Jut_
had drawn the young rakbits into her nest. Shie e ad <.;| rd
brought them upy  and in fact they were in view -uEuuhff~.n
winchester when the rabbits were six sonths old, Once "hen
heavy fa'ls of snuw kept rsbbits blocked into thelr Lue, swas for
two or three weeks, on digging them cot he Moand that they wers

full of chalk which they had eaten, nothing ¢lse h?ﬁhg‘-fﬁ:T‘h‘ =
Hevertheless thelr flesh was as good as nowmal, whilch Led Dilm

to think that there must be some nourlshment in nt-}kj Phon H?
was about 86 years of age he was guietly cesting on hi= uch in
tha living room when suddenly a hare appeascd In tha WAy

made no movement, but just watched it., Tn 1t vone, t-;-j?j hesa
and there, logking rovnd, and then it disoppeared under hls .
conch. Tmmediately »<th got up and shut the doox. He ;-:;nt
the hare and wrong lts neck. ¥hen his d=ughter rfi:r o
sald, "I've had a visitor.® “E&Lra ﬁ? hi thend™ sl
b b tn the larder,” ho replled.

O "ANgING UP 13 willager ab Pitton, Flijsh ®hitlock, veed to
line out his own Jdoggepel, Bume r ithat he had hud~uu; o
'edikashun,' as 1t was cllled, u» uuﬂ_juﬁt yThu1h}y he ”ddt."'q
his penny or twopence a week Lo tle oid Dana'a ﬁﬂnﬁw}.ﬂp White
Hill, which existed until the school was urTcLed in 1850. Ha
hod been to Salisbuxy Market and bought a pidy ?ndlh:v to guk
it back to Pitton? Why bless you, 23 sinple as ;ac. At any
rata old Rlijah deserves credit for getting it through nH‘i;hurY
and into tha woods, and then ..i But let ﬁ}ijuh spezk for himsdf ,

f this experience in verse affer verse.
Eziakgu;:iglg only qnap:hort gnatch of it lingexrs In 1h. memoiy:
"I ook off me 'ole 'at,

To scratch ma 'ole .dg,

When thik bit o' siring braka,
And away went thik pigl"
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