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Talbot donation land claim. This was their home for many years and here their
five children were reared: Anna G. Patton, who was born.in Morristown, Ohio, and
was the baby who made the long trip with her mother, is now residing in Pasadena,
California; Lee Retta, born at McMinnville, Oregon, married Rev. Lester F. Clark and
has one daughter, Beatrice May; Joseph Simeon, a prosperous farmer of ·Washing
ton county, was born in the vicinity of Beaverton, Oregon, is married and has a
daughter, Irene Sebina; Mary Wilmot, widow of John S. York, was born in Port
land, Oregon, and has one son, Ralph Laishley Patton, by a former marriage. This
son enlisted in the army' in April, 1917, when war was declared witb. Germany. He
did not go overseas but served in clerical work for a year at Kelly Field, Texas, and
was then sent to Utica, New York, to attend the gunnery school and from there to
Dayton, Ohio, where he took training in gunnery and also was instructor. From that
place he was sent to the officers' training school at Camp Grant, Illinois, and lacked
just two weeks of receiving his commission when the armistice was signed; Douglas
Wilson, who is a farmer, was born in Portland, Oregon, is married and has one
daughter, Olive Julia. He has recently bought a farm in the vicinity of Beaverton,
Washington county, which comprises fifty acres.

Mrs. Gaston was a member of the Presbyterian church until her removal to Port·
land. A few years later she united with the Congregational church, her pastor
being Rev. George H. Atkinson, a pioneer preacher and college promoter ot 1848.
Thus for many years the Gaston family has been closely, prominently and honorably
connected with Oregon's development and progress, leaving their impress for good
upon the history of the state. As a civil engineer Wilson L. Gaston contributed in
large measure to the development of Oregon, for railway building is always a tore
runner of settlement and promotion of public work. Thus he made valuable contribu
tion to the advancement of the commonwealth.

Earl Whitlock of Klamat~ county, Oregon, was born in Marion county, this state,
on the 1st of November, 1884, a son of William and Amelia E. (Thurmon) Whitlock.
His grandfather ·Whitlock was a native of Indiana, from which state he had crossed
the plains to Oregon by ox team in 1850. William Whitlock, father of Earl Whit
lock, was born in Marion county in 1857, was reared to manhood in Marion county,
and afterwards removed to Portland, where he followed the business of contractor and
builder. The wife of William Whitlock, Amelia E. Thurmon, was a native of Oregon
and daughter of E. J. Thurmon, and she also was born in Marion county.

The public schools of Marion county, this state, and the Silverton Academy at
Silverton, Oregon, afforded Earl Whitlock his early education and after clerking for
two years in a mercantile establishment he decided to take up embalming. As the
result of his decision he took a course at Renouard's School of Embalming of New
York city, the Barnes College of Embalming of Chicago,. I11inois, and the Hohenschuah
College of Embalming of Iowa City. He graduated from each of these institutions
and thus thoroughly equipped he became embalmer for the J. P. Finley establishment
of Portland, remaining with them for a period of five years. In 1905 he determined
to go into the business on his own account and looking the state over for a suitable local
tion, selected Klamath Falls, in which community he has since resided. In 1908 he
was elected coroner of Klamath county, has been active in that office for ten years,
and is holding the position at the present time.

.,"- On the 13th of December, 1909, occurred the marriage of Mr. Whitlock and Miss
Nellie Lee Wilkins, a daughter of M. G. ·Wilkins. He!~ father is a native of Alabama
and had been a well known hotel man and A. O. U. W. worker in Oregon for many
years. Mr. and Mrs. Whitlock have become parents of a sturdy son, who has been
named Warren.

Politically Mr. Whitlock is a stanch supporter of the democratic party and his
personal popularity is well illustrated in his continued election to the office of coroner,
when the county which he serves is republican in the majority. His fraternal affiliations
are with the Elks, Knights of Pythias and Woodmen of the World, in which last two
orders he has filled all the chairs. In line with his work he remains a close student
and holds membership in the Oregon State Funeral Directors' Association and the
National Funeral Directors' Association. Mr. ·Whitlock has been so successful in the
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conduct of hIS profeSSIOn that every bIt of space In hIS handsome and modern three ')-.. I./~ .. /, '.
story structure at Pine and Sixth streets is occupied. The structure is sixty-five by ) "'--J:1 'S 11)"q
one hundred and twenty feet and contains the very latest appurtenances for the suc- R..fJ (Jcessful conduct of the business. Along other than business lines Mr. Whitlock has taken 1t;<; }...
an active part and as a member of the Chamber of Commerce he readily lends his sup
port to aid every project that stands for the betterment of his native state. He is
secretary of the McCollum-Christy Lumber Company and a director in the Northern
California Oil Company, his executive ability and inftiative being dominant elements
in the growth of those interests. Mrs. Whitlock is a member of most of the women's
clubs of Klamath Falls and like her husband takes an active interest in the welfare
of the community.

RUSSELL HERBERT BROWN.

Russell Herbert Brown is the president of the Federal Box and Lumber Company,
one of the newly organized business enterprises of Portland and one which has already
made itself felt as a factor among the productive industries of the city. Mr. Brown
comes to the coast country from Indiana, his birth having occurred in Parker City,
that state, on the 12th of June, 1877. His father, Francis Merritt Brown, was born
in Maine in 1834 and leaving New England in early manhood, became a resident of
Indiana. At Selma, that ·state, he wedded Cornelia Ann Lewis and both have now
passed away, the death of the former occurring in 1905 and the latter in 1919.

Russell H. Brown was a pupil in the pUblic and high schools of Muncie and of
La Fayette, Indiana, and in 1901 entered the employ of Swift & Company, with whom
he remained for eighteen years, during which time he was located at various places.
He came to Portland in 1909 as purchasing agent for the Union Meat Company, a
Swift subsidiary, and he continued with Swift & Co.'1pany as one of their Portland
representatives until December, 1919, when he became one of the organizers of the
Federal Box and Lumber Company, of which he was elected president. As chief
executive of this newly organized concern he is bending every effort to the develop
ment of the business and the extension of the trade and already he has made for the
concern a creditable position in business circles, their patronage now reaching pro
portions that make theirs a profitable enterprise.

On the 5th of September, 1910, in Tacoma, Washington, Mr. Brown was married
to Miss Elizabeth Miller, a daughter of William A. Miller. Mr. Brown is a member
of the Chamber of Commerce and cooperates heartily in the well defined plans of that
organization for the city's benefit and improvement and the maintenance of those
interests which are a matter of civic virtue and of civic pride. He is a republican in
his political views and during the period of the World war took active part in support
ing the bond drives and various other lines of war work.

WILLIAM MASON DUNCAN.

A scion of honored and prominent southern ancestors in both the paternal and
maternal line is William Mason Duncan, who was born in Nashville, Tennessee, in
April, 188!. On his father's side his ancestry dates back to the earliest days of
Virginia colonization, from which state the Duncans removed to Kentucky, taking an
active part in its development. It was in Kentucky that Amos Russell Duncan met
and married Betty Edwards, she being a descendant of that branch of the family whose
line extends back to Jonathan Edwards,' and' they became the parents of ·William
Mason Duncan. whose name initiates this review. The Edwards family of Kentucky
is famous in the history of that state and of Illinois. Ninian Edwards, a granduncle
of Betty Edwards Duncan, was chief justice of Kentucky, later governor of Illinois
and the first United States senator from that state after its admission to the union.
His son, Ninian W. Edwards, married the sister of Mary Todd who became the wife
of Abraham Lincoln and their greatuncle was appointed county lieutenant, or county
commandant of the county of Illinois in the state of Virginia, in 1778 by Patrick Henry,
then governor of Virginia. Ninian W. Edwards was a distinguished lawyer of Lin
coln's time and serving with him in the legislature of Illinois early recognized his

"II
~, !

III, ~i
:!


