
John J. Winter, one of 11 children, attended school in Jacks Valley, Nevada.
At the age of 17 he started working on his father's threshing machine and still
treasures a watch bought with money earned on this first job. Mr. Winter carried on
threshing two years after his father's death until, in 1894, he purchased a ranch of
his own in Jacks Valley, Nevada, but continued his threshing operations for 14
years in three Nevada counties, Douglas, Ormsby, and Washoe. From 1908 to 1913
Mr. Winter gave up his work in the fields to operate the Butte Creek Lumber Com
pany, in Siskiyou County, California; then following this venture, spent three years
with the Dorris Box Company. Before coming to Klamath County he again lived
in Siskiyou County, 1917 to 1921, but lack of water there prevented his success in
ranching. Purchasing 80 acres on Summers Lane and establishing his present
home, he raised stock, grain, and dairy cattle but has now subdivided his land into
"Winter Tracts." His political affiliation is Democratic and he has fulfilled obliga
tions as a citizen by jury duty, judge of elections and as a school trustee of Jacks
Valley precinct in Douglas County. J. J. Winter's marriage to Florence Abraham in
Carson City, Nevada, occurred on May 31,1894. One year before her birth, August
9, 1874, her parents bought a ranch in Nevada where they spent the rest of their
lives raising cattle and farming, becoming prominent residents of that section. Her
father, Isaac James Abraham, was born April 26, 1838, a native of Bristol, England.
Not far from Bristol on April 6, 1838, her mother, .Sarah Corning, began life.
Mr. and Mrs. Abraham both lived to be 86. The children of Florence and T ohn
Winter are scattered through the western cities. Ethel, born September 8, i895,
in Jacks Valley, Nevada, married Arthur C. Wiley and resides in Carson City,
Nevada; they have four girls: Wanda, married Robert Slaugerup and has one girl,
Signa Marie; Rosemarie, Audrey, and Yvonne; Homer A. Winter, born October 22,
1898, also in Jacks Valley, lives in Oakland, California, married Edna Rich and they
have two children, Homer A., Jr., and Eugene Dale; Norman Forrest Winter, born
September 24, 1905, in Carson City, is a resident of Klamath Falls, connected with
the county road department. He married Ella Ward and their three children are
Norman LeRoy, Carol, and Leland. Having witnessed many years of hard labor
in developing the resources of the West, John J. Winter can look with satisfaction
over the fields he has sowed, reaped, and threshed. To see new houses built on his
land, to see streets extending over former fields gives distinct satisfaction to this
pioneer farmer whose story is that of conquest of land.

EARL WHITLOCK

For 35 years, Earl Whitlock, one of Klamath County's best known residents, has
kept his business in stride with growth and progress, has devoted time and finances
to numerous projects for civic betterment and in memory of his mother has given
for public enjoyment a lovely garden in the heart of the city. Mr. Whitlock was
born at Silverton, Oregon, November 1, 1884. His father, William, born on August

A--26, 1857, and his mother, Amelia Isabel (Thurmon) Whitlock, born on March 3,
1864, were also natives of Silverton. William Whitlock followed carpentry and
contracting for years. In partnership with his brother he operated a well known
sash and door plant at Silverton, but later in life moved to Klamath Falls to join
his son and assisted in the construction of the old Central School, remaining active
until his death on April 24, 1916~ John Whitlock, father of William, was one of
Oregon's real old-timers, having come from Indiana to Oregon by covered wagon
in the early fifties and settled in Silverton Valley on a farm. His wife, Elizabeth
Mosher, mother of William, crossed the plains by covered wagon with her parents
several years previous to her husband, a member of a large family that played an
important part in early Oregon history. Amelia Whitlock, mother of Earl, was
reared and educated at Silverton. Although a strong-minded woman, belov~ 0/
her friends, she confined her interests.strictly to her home. Mrs. Whitlock dIed In
Portland, Oregon, on April 25, 1930, but is buried in Klamath Falls, and to her
memory Earl Whitlock in 1936 created Memory .Garden on property adjoining the
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Whitlock Mortuary, which had been the site of his mother's home. Beautifully
landscaped, the garden is a popular and restful spot ..

Completing his public and high school education at Silverton, Mr. Whitlock at
tended the New York City School of Embalming, becoming the first graduate of
that well known school to practice in Oregon. He attended similar schools in Chicago
and Iowa City, and he was connected with Finley and Son, Portland morticians, about
four years before coming to Klamath Falls on August 22, 1905. He rented a store
room from the well remembered B. St. George Bishop, who conducted a furniture
store adjoining the old Linkville Hotel, but a year later when K. Sugarman leased
the store, Mr. Whitlock erected a mortuary. on the present location of the First
Presbyterian Church. In 1912he purchased corner property at Sixth and Pine Streets
from Mrs. E. E. \Vise, one of the county's genuine pioneers, which is the present
location of his attractive, modern mortuary. He pioneered the use of artificial grass
on graves.

Earl Whitlock's first marriage was to Nellie Wilkins in Seattle, Washington on
December 13, 1909. Her father was the well known Colonel M. G. Wilkins of the
Confederate Army and with George H. Woodbury started the Klamath Lake Navi
gation Company that handled boating and freighting on Lake Ewauna with the
S. S. Klamath, the only screw-pr~elled boat here. Mr. and Mrs. Whitlock adopted a
son, Warren, born May 26,1919, a graduate of the Los Angeles Embalming School,
class of 1940, and of the New Mexico Military School at Roswell, unanimously voted
the most popular student in his class of 1937. -/1.:- .

Mr. Whitlock's second marriage, on April 18, 1936, was in Klamath Falls to
Hazel Ivora Ruse, born at Payette, Idaho on May 21,1900. Her parents, Arthur and
Eva Ruse, were long-time settlers of that state, her father affiliated with railroading
for many years; her mother's life devoted entirely to her home and family. Mrs.
Whitlock has two children living by her first marriage: Donald, a member of the
United States Marine Corps, and Dawn, a student at the University of Washington.
Besides numerous other activities, Mr. Whitlock, a Republican, served as Klamath
County Coroner from 1909to 1932, with the exception of one term. He is an outstand
ing member and participates in the projects of Rotary International and the Elks
Lodge, has filled all offices of the Knights of Pythias and holds a membership in the
Woodmen of the World. He is a member of the National Funeral Directors Associa
tion and past president of the Oregon State Funeral Directors Association.

EUGENE WARREN WILKERSON

The identification of the Wilkerson familv with the Pacific Coast dates back to
1862 when Thomas H. Wilkerson, father of 'Eugene Warren, crossed the plains in
company with Dr. Hugh Glenn, for whom Glenn County, California, was named.
Young Wilkerson was then 20 years old, having been born in Monroe County,
Missouri, in January, 1842. He spent the Winter of 1862-63 in Sacramento, Califor
nia, then returned to Virginia City, Nevada, in its boom days, leaving there in 1867
for Colusa County, California, going home via Panama about 1870. In 1875, Mr.
Wilkerson came with his family from Missouri to Yamhill County, Oregon, and
there carried on a general store and postoffice at West Chehalem for 11 years.
Desiring to make a change he moved his family to Langell Valley in the early part of
1886, homesteaded, bought and improved property and made his home, carrying on
stock raising and farming until his death on May 16, 1930. In Missouri, he married
Julia Hardwick, born in Monroe County, Missouri, in January,. 1852,and they reared
five girls and three boys: Nora (Mrs. James Krogue), who died in Modoc County;
Ella (Mrs. C. E. Walker); Eugene W.; William L.; Tina (Mrs. Lon Bateman);
Geneva (Mrs. Sydney V. Burroughs); Lulu (Mrs. Benjamin Brown), a resident of
Langell Valley; and Kenneth. Mrs. Thomas Wilkerson passed away November 6,
1906. Both Mr. and Mrs. Thomas H. Wilkerson took active parts in the social life
of the community.

Eugene Wa~en Wilkerson was born in Yamhill County on April 26, 1878, and
attended the public schools in Langell Valley. When a lad of eight years he helped
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