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wife, 'William Smith, Irvin Smith and wife, Wm. Robinson,
Jephtha Robinson, Geo. R Robinson and wife, Mrs. Hiram
Long, David Mahon and wife, Mrs. Chas, Miller, Nimrod
Martin, Geo. Rhaw and wife, "Tarnct' Hhaw and wife, Dr. C,
N. Udell, of Blakesbnr'g, David Jay, Vaniel vVilliams and
wife, H. D. Carroll and wife, and Mt's. Fannie Carpenter.

There is alsola sma'!l following of the chUl'ch on Soap
Ct'eek, under the pastoral care of Hey. Moses Lockman.

Resides the regular elders in charge at A Ibia, there
have been s~\'el'al ministers engaged in the outlying appoint·
ments. Among these wct'e Upv. Alles, who preached at vad·
ous places within the county from 1887 to 18f10. Also Hev.
)fcCray, a young ~tnd('nt of Drake 1.Jnin'rsity, who filled tlle
country pulpits a short time after Ades, .

In 1889 an org-ani;t.ation was made in Bluff Ct'eek Town·
ship, E'ast of Lovilia, known as the Oshlll'll appointment.
They have a church edifice. and the memhership is about :~5.

In the ead,v '70s a, IInion ('hn]1<,1was hllilt in UI'lmn<l
'l'own"hip. near th(' 'Vapdlo ('OIlIl!Ylin!' and :o;ol1thof I\lak(':o;
burg, in tbeJayneighhorhood. Eldpt' }'panwlI Pl'eaehed thn'c
years, beginnin~ in 18f11. at whieh time he organized the
church with a mC'mbership of ahont 4:\, The OI'ganization
containpd thp following offie('l's: ]fPI'In:1lI ~1I0W and Noah .
Smith, d(~ac(}ns; David ,}ay rind E. Eo Thayer, d('a('Olls: H lid
Mrs, Candae(' .1ay, clcl'I.. A handsom{~ ehUt'ch has lately
lH"cnbuilt on the site of the old ".lay Chapel" at a east of
about $1.:100. It is ~9x40 f('Pi in dimensions,

In IS!)5 Eld('r C, L. 'ValI"~t', of Batavia, preached at the
union chapel.

The present mpmbcl'ship of the .\.Ibia {'hm'(Oh1,(':tcheR
nE'<lrly500. 'and they pay thpit' minister a Iiheral salary.
'rhey havE' lately'pm'chase(] a 101 on Main Rtref't, wit h a vipw
to el'e~tilJg a more commodious <:hllrell edifice.

The United Brethren C711/rch.

The first or~anj7.ation of this chlll'ch was ma(le in thp
Clodfelt(~r neighborhooo. about f01l1' miles southeast of
Albia, in 1854. In 1845. however, Rev. "rIll. Bird, an evan·
gplist, preached occnsionally near Hayden Rlllith's, sOllth of
j\ Ibia a couple of miles, where .Tohn Collins now resides.
Rev. Kohzad p~'earhcd in 1855. and the next year Rev.
McLaughlin, Tn l.Q;;8 Rev. Ryerlpy tnok chargr of the con
gregation. He ~vas succeeded by Rev. Jacob Bonebrake.



~~~~'4~
~

-

270 HISTORY OF MONROE COUNTY. IOWA.

The charter members of this first organization were: Wm.
Clodfelter and family,. Hudson Martin and wife, Richard
Martin and wife, Jas. Martin, and Samuel Miller and wife.
Since about the year 1860 the church went down, and no re
organization was made until 1880, when, through the efforts
of W. H. Trussel, who lives in Monroe 'l.'ownship, Rev. Wm.
Kelsey was induced to preach at the Hayes school-house and
elsewhere throughout the county. An organization was
formed, and then Rev. Myel' succeeded Kelsey as pastor.
Myel' conducted a successful series of meetings at Selection,
during which the church received many accessions. He was
enthusiastic in his work, and was the most successful min- .
ister that has ever led the United Brethren flock in the
county. After preaching several years, both in Monroe and
Appanoose counties, in which latter an organization has ex
isted for many years at Salem Chapel, he located in Kansas
and became a presiding elder in the church. He was suc·
ceeded by Rev. Schaffer, who also preached several years in

____ both.appointments. - - -- -- - -- --
Rev. Smith came next, and then Rev. Heitegman as·

sumed charge. He did not preach out his full term, and was
succeeded by Rev. Rebok Rev. Benson came next, and
fined the pulpit for one or more years, and was succeeded by
Rev. \Voodson. 'Voodson died before his term ended, and
Rev. Wm. Whitlock filled out the term. Rev. Brooke next
took charge and is at present the pastor.

Of late years, a part of the United Brethren Church
have taken up the doctrine of "holiness," or entire sanctifi
cation. Rev. Whitlock was one of the most zealous pro
moters of this society, and did considerable evangelical
work throughout the State, taking a tent with him. For
some time the "holiness" folks remained in the United Breth
ren Church, but later have organized some sort of society of
their own, a sketch of which will follow in this chapter.

The United Brethren Church in Monroe County contains
about 50 members. The church is thrifty' and progressive.
It formerly opposed secret societies, but of late their consti
tution has been so amended as to take in members of the
secret and benevolent organizations. This change will
doubtless add to the growth and popularity of the church,
as hitherto the anti-secret society sentiment excluded many
influential and worthy memh('I's.
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In 1884 a handsome church edifice was erected, near
Selection, in Monroe Township, where services are held semi
monthly. The old pioneer organization held its services in
the Clodfelter school-house in Urbana Township, not far from
where Samuel Miller lived for many years.

The Dunkers.

The Dunkel'S, or German Baptists, have an organization
near Cuba, a few miles east of Avery. At present there are
about 80 members. The church is of German origin, but
many of the membership in Monroe County are native born,
and of English nationality.

In 1888 a faction of the church withdrew from the main
body and styled themselves "The Old Order." Some of
the younger members began to manifest a liking for buttons,
instead of hooks and eyes, and the church in general, they
thought, had begun to relax its rigidity in its long-adopted
custom of plainnes~ of dx:ess. _They -therefore withdrew,

--an-d-Elder-John Stama had charge of the faction for four
years. This faction is now about extinct in Monroe County,
there being but one or two members left, since the recent
death of David Kingery and wife, who were prominent mem
bers.

There is stilI another offshoot from the church, known
as the Progressive Dunkel'S. The question of dress does not
enter into their religioll at all; and every member is free
to dress as he or she wishes. There is no organization of
this faction in Monroe County.

The church proper contains at present the following
officers: Hiram Berkman, John Follis, elders; Willis
Rhodebaugh, minist~r in first degree; Abram Morgan, Aaron
Moss, "Ren" Morgan, John Miller, Wm. Adkison, deacons.

In the summer of 1885 a church edifice. was erected
about two miles east of the town of Avery. It is a sub
stantial structure, 36x70 in dimensions, and is of the plainestarchitecture.

Among the list of present membership are: Hiram
nprkman. wife, and two daughters, John Follis and family,
Lewis MiJler and wife, "Aunt" Ruth Miller, Mrs. Isabel
Miller, Geo. Thornton, Mrs. Dora Rnow, Miss Ann Ronk,
Mrs. Mary Henderson, Mrs. Ellen Moss, Mrs. AbigaH Dres
kill, :Miss Flora Beebe. 1.fiSRMartha Beebe, Jasper Beebe.
Mrs. Emma Henny, Pete!' MiJler and wife, Lewis l\fjlJer and



not being denominational itself, the Monroe County exiles
from the Methodist Church decided not to join the Holiness
Society as a body, but to investigate the tenets of the
Friends organization at Oskaloosa. Accordingly they sent
a delegate to Oskaloosa to request membership with the
Friends of Oskaloosa.

Rev. G. M. Lemon, of Oskaloosa, superintendent of the
Oskaloosa Quarterly Meeting, came to Albia, and, after
fully investigating the matter, returned and sent a committee
to Albia to examine applicants for membership. A favor
able report was submitted by the committee, and an organi
zation was made at Albia, which is known as the Albia
Monthl)' Meeting of Friends. They congregated in Perry's
opera house for a time, but later changed. their place of meet·
ing to Love's hall, where they meet at present.

The society, beginning with 40 members, has increased
to nearly 250. They held meetings at Cedar Mines, where
they gained about 100 proselytes. They also held services
at the Morris school-houEe, about five miles west of Albia,
where they-gained-about-50 accessions.-Their-pastor-is'
Miss Lorena Tyrrell, a lady of remarkable energy and ability.
She is universally beloved by her flock, and has been emi
nently successful in her pastoral duties.

'l'he Albia Friends Church is otlicered by four deacons
namely, A. H. Humeston, Eli McAlister, Mrs. D. W. Nevins,
and Mrs. Sarah Ireland. Mr. Harry.van Schoiak is clerk,
and Dr. E. G. Powers corresponding secretary.

Early this fall (1896)they intend to erect a church edifice
in Albia, which will have as large seating capacity as any in
Albia. It will be erected two blocks north of the northwest
corner of the Square and one block north of the Cramer
Hotel. It will bE:a frame building, and it is expected that it
will be completed during the present year.

The church creed of these Friends is the same as that of
the original Friends, or Quakers, except that in the former
faction tbe regulations of dress are eliminated. There is
another striking contrast in their manner of worship. The
original Friend!.l, or Quakers, are silent and undemonstrative,
while the latter are quite the opposite, often being carried
beyond the point of diginity in their religious fervor.

The Monroe County Holiness Association.
In 1892 the doctrine of "holiness," or entire sanctification,

became a conspicuous theme with a certain element of

the Methodist, United Brethren, and a few of the Baptist
societies in Monroe County. They are very zealous in their
convictions, and while participating in public worship some
of them become so wrought up by their emotions that their
feelings approach something like a spiritual frenzy. ·When
seized by this feeling, it is not uncommon for the subject to
sink into a sort of trance, and remain in this condition some·
times for hours. This phenomenon usually transpires while·
the subject is experiencing the explusion of inbred sin by the
influence of the Holy Spirit. The change, they assert, which
their spiritual s1:.&.teundergoes in its transition from a sin
ful state to one of absolute sinlessness is instantaneous, irre
sistible, and overwhelming. Their souls are then isolated
from all worldly temptations, and all inbred sin is rooted out.

Some of the more emotional of the members adhere to
the doctrine of Christian science, and profess to heal dis
eases through divine interposition.

Among the charter members of this society were Chas.
Bay, Jas. Neil,p. C. Crowell,9. H. Clemmons, T. H.-Parker,

--L. H:-Parker, Joseph Parker, and Mrs. Parker, his mother,
and the latter's daughter, Mrs. Maring, D. v\'. NevillS, Dr.
Powers and wife, W. R. Kelsey, the Pater~ons, Mrs. L. A.
McCreary, Mrs. Sarah Ireland, Hev. \Vm. Whitlock and wife,
J. A. Bigelow and wife, Dallas Winecup and wife, Isaac
Trimble, D. C. Currier and wife, Mrs. Hurford) A. H. Hume
ston and family, and Sol Hickman ..

S. H. Humeston, of Albia, is president of this society,
and Mrs. Sarah Ireland is vice-president, Miss Bertha Hume
ston secretary, and Isaae Trimble treasurer. The society is
inter-denominational in character, and is governed by a Com
mitttee of Council. The membership within the county is
a.bout 200.

Their doctrine is vel'y simple, and is about the same as
that of the Salvation Army. It teaches simplicity of dress
and the Golden Rule, without any accompanying "isms."
Each mem bel' is expected to follow his own conscience in dis
cerning the right. They disregard the usual outward cere
monials observed by the orthodox churches, and devote
their attention to simple piety.

They have no church edifices, and employ no pastors for
theil' local organization. They worship usually in a tent at
certain intervals, and employ some noted eva.ngelist of their
persuasion to conduct a camp-meeting.
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