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THE FORESTER STANBACK
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Forester Stanback was the great

grandfather of Walter Siddle Stainback. Fores
ter's birth date is not known, his death is

believed to have been September 18, 1862 in
Caswell County, North Carolina. He married
Winnifred Moss but their marriage date is not
known. Winnifred's death was sometime be
fore the 1850 Census.

The will of Forester Stanback mentions six

children; Patsy Stanback who married a Man
ley; Betsey Stanback who married James Wil
son on January 4, 1825; Mary" Polly" Stain
back who married Abner Boswell on November

22, 1838; William Houl, or Howell, Stainback
who married Parthenia Siddle on August 20,
1841; John R. "Robert" Stainback who mar
ried a Muray; and Frances "Fanny" Stainback
who married Chordy Whiteheart on January
20,1847. The difference in the spelling of the
name Stanback to Stainback is not known

when to have happened or why.
According to Walter Siddle Stainback

"Forester owned land between Yanceyville and
Reidsville, North Carolina. A dairy farm is now
part of the land once owned by Forester. The
property has an old cemetery and Forester is
possibly buried there. William Stanback and
Forester Stanback are two Stainback families

in Caswell County before 1862, possibly they
were brothers. The Whitehearts and the Stain

backs owned a rifle shOp near Yanceyville in
the Locust Hill area. The shop was on a creek,
possibly County Line Creek, and it had a water
wheel. I had one of the rifles made at this shoo

but I don't know what happened to it." '
Sources: Will of Forester Stanback; 1850 Census. mar

riage bond records of Cas. Co. 1778-1868 and personal
knowledge of William Stainback as told to Walter Siddle

j Stainback.
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though William Haul was not a rich man he did
own a lot of gold coins when he moved to
Cross Roads. His son John Wesley made ilue

pipes for tobacco barns, had a photography
studio upstairs in the store, and taught singing
around the different churches and schools in

the Cross Roads Community. William Haul
and his son John Wesley were members of a
Masonic Lodge," relates Walter Siddle Stain
back.

Sources; Will of Forrester Stainback, Cas. Co. N.C ..
marriage bond records of Caswell Co. N.C .. tombstone
inscriptions at the cemeteries of Crossroads Presby.
Church, Alamance Co. N.C.; Dan River Primitive Baptist
Church. Rockingham Co .. N. C.; Greenhill Cemetery, Dan
ville, Virginia; and Bush Arbor Church and personal knowl
edge that was told to Walter Siddle Stainback by his father
William Henry Stainback.

- Linda S. Loftis

- Linda S. Loftis

STANFIELD FAMILY
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Copy of a letter from Annie Covington
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Yanceyville, written Nov. 1926.
Thomas Covington my father was born at

Clover Station, Va. His tather was called King

Covington, Don't know if that was his righ~
name. His mother was Susannah Thompson.
He had one brother James Covington. He had
th ree sisters Rebecca married a Shelton,
Frances married a Westbrook both of Danville,
Va. Had another sister, don't know her name
that married Nat Covington, a cousin, and
moved to Tennessee. I have heard my mother
say one of her sons, Miles Covington, came to
see them from Tennessee. They were of
Scotch Irish descent. There is a Nat Covington
living in Peru, Indiana, and I wrote to him once
to know of he was of the Nat Covington family
that married my Aunt. He wrote me his family
was the Maryland branch but he was sure we
were the same family as his name was Nat also
his father and grandfather. There are a great
many Covingtons in Va. and in Rockingham
Co., N.C. I met an old man who has since died
from Richmond named Thomas Covington
and his nephew William C., President of the
Bank there, at Connally Springs once. They
said they didn't know the connection but he
was going to call me cousin Annie anyhow.

That is alii know of our Covington Family. I
was only 16 yrs old when my Father died so I
didn't take any interest in our ancestry then. I
am enclosing you a letter from a lady in Ga.
that Sallie Covington sent me. You might write
her and get some information from her.

Mary, I am sending you some Data on my
Mother's side. I think you will be more apt to
trace your ancestry from her than on the
Covington side. They were the Stanfields, Wil
lis, and Robinsons of Va. very prominent peo
ple. Marmaduke Stanfield married Mildred
Banks a very prominent woman were my great
grandparents and moved from Caroline Co. to
Halifax Co. Va. They had 11 children. ! think he
was married 3 times but only had children by
Mildred Banks. These were Joseph Harrison
(Stanfield); John my grandfather, he married
Martha Robinson. Her Father I think lived near

Milton, NC over the line in Va. Her Mother was
Elisabeth Willis. My Mother was named Elis
abeth Willis for her. Then there were 3 daugh
ters, Fannie married a Moore, Betsy married a
Moore, Annie married a Vaughan. These were
brothers and sisters of John Stanfield my
grandfather.

The sons of Marmaduke Stanfield all were in

the Revolutionary War and were given all the
land around Mt. Carmel in Halifax, Va. for
services rendered during the War. I am enclos
ing you Mrs. Jennet's letter that cousin Sue
sent me. Mildred Banks name has been used in

every generation since she married in the fami
ly So the next girl you have you can name her
Mildred Banks as she was a very important
person in her day. Now my grandmother Stan
field had a brother Abner Stanfield who was a

very wealthy old bachelor and spent his win
ters in Richmond, Va. and kept a great many
fine race horses there. I have a picture of him
set in a gold fram that he sent my mother.

Now we are connected with the Willis' from

greatgrandmother Robinson who was a Willis.

ton's Aunt and godmother. I have a part of
greatgrandmother Willis' Robinson's aid

prayer book. They were all E~scopa!ian~.They were fine old families. f,L. '? ;J.2./2--
Now Mary I am sending this thinking you

might get something trom it. It you can tind
anything in the record in Washington for the
Stanfields in Halifax, Va. you might get it. I
went to Halifax Courthouse once to look over

the records there only there one day and didn't
have time to do much. I also did a little work in
Richmond. I saw Eveline Walker Lambeth in B

Mt. a few summers ago. She was Banks New
man's granddaughter and related to me on the
Moore side of her family but she didn't know
who her great grant grandfather was. I told her
he was Marmaduke Stanfield. She was getting
a lady in Raleigh to get up her record and she
said she would sent it to me if she succeeded
but I never heard from her. The Stanfields were

what she was looking for. I don't know
whether you will be able to read this or not.
But you will find the Robinsons and Willis's
and Stanfields who were our ancestors were

very prominent people in Va.
Hope you and children are well, will come to

see you when I can. Tell Yancey while he is in
Raleigh to come out and spend Sunday with
me. The bus stops right near the house.

With love to all
Aunt Annie

PS Your grandmother Oliver was named Mary
Thompson for her grandmother Covington.
Return letters when you are through with
them.

Source: Letter donated to NC State Archives, 1982 by
Katharine Kerr Kendall, daughter of Mary Oliver Kerr and
A. Yancey Kerr.

- Katharine K. Kendall
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JOQah Wilson Stanfield was a tall thin man
with dark curly hair. He was born March 26,
1890, the son of William Washington Stanfield
and Elizabeth Oakley Stanfield. His father was
born 1-26-1863 and died 4-6-1942 and his
mother was born 7-17-1861 and she died 5

23-1939. They are both buried at Providence
Church of Christ on North Main St., Graham,

N.C. Jonah's paternal grandparents are Lewis
Garrett Stanfield born 1814 and Eliza Bradsher

Stanfield. His maternal grandparents are Wil
liam A. and Sarah A. Barrett Oakley. Jonah
was born in Caswell Co., N.C. and lived most
of his life there.

He had two brothers and two sisters, Jerry,
Lewis, Eliza and Louvenia. Eliza md. Jake

Aldridge and they had two children, Allie and

Willie. Louvenia md. Jones Cates and they had
three daughters, Arlene, Bessy Mae, and Eliza
beth and an infant son to die named Jones

Abner. Lewis md. Cladie Pickard, and their
children are; twins; Iris and Doris, Lillian,
lone, James, Edith, Jack, Irene, Hilda, and a



Jonah Wilson Stanfield holding daughter, Thelma Elizabeth Stanfield, and Carrie Mae Stanfield holding daughter, Mabel
Inez Stanfield.

baby girl that died in infancy. Jerry md. the
first time to Ossie Hunter and they had a

daughter, Ethleen.
His second marriage was to Louise Whitlock

and they had, J.W., Jerry, Larry and a daugh
ter Beatrice. December 26,1915, Jonah mar
ried Carrie Mae Stanfield who was born July
31, 1889, the daughter of Stephen Marma
duke Stanneld and Nettie Taylor Baynes.

Stephen was born April 24, 1853 and died
November 26, 1920 and his wife, Nettie B.
Stanfield was born May 10, 1863 and died Jan.
17,1937. They are both buried at Bush Arbor
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Cemetery in Caswell County, N.C. Carrie
Mae's paternal grandparents are Sidney Yan
cey Baynes, born 1822 and Mary Fuller
Baynes, born August 10, 1838. Her paternal
grandparents are John Bunyan Stanfield, born
1819 and Silvira Ellison Stanfield b. (1826).

Carrie's brothers and sisters are (1.)
Stephen Monroe, born 10-28-1901 and he
md. Annie Hester Page. (2.) Emma Silvira
born 3-9-1896 and she married Dewey Otis
Chandler. (3.) Hattie Viola born 8-25-1893 and
she married Lewis B. Aldridge. (4.) Lula M.
born 3-3-1891 and married William F.

o 132:2-/3Somers. (5.) Ada V. bofrl1-5-1887 and died
12-23-1902. (6.) Lenora "Lessie" was born
4-29-1884 and died 2-29-1888. (7.) Allie
Eunice "Ailene" was born 8-12-1904 and she

married Gurney E. Stanfield. (8.) Mattie Belle
was born 4-29-1899, she md. Ira S. Aldridge.
(9.) Little baby boy was born 7-24-1897. (10.)
Ira Samuel was born 1-7-1895 and md.

Frances Page. (11.) Maud Eva was born 6-1
1892 she md. Dennis Bradsher Day. (12.)
William E. was born 4-23-1888 and died 12

26-1906. (13.) Annie Jane was born 6-19
1885 md. Ollie N. Morgan. (14.) Marl Lillian
"Lillie" was born 2-20-1883 and she md.
John D. Richmond. From these brothers and

sisters came many nieces and nephews.
Jonah W. Stanfield and Carrie Mae had three

daughters and two sons.
(1.) Thelma Elizabeth was born Wed. Nov

22, 1916. On May 19, 1937 she marriec
Robert Phillips and they had a son Rober
"Bob", Jr. (2.) Mabel Inez was born Tuesday
October 30, 1917. Mabel married on Dec. '11

1936 to John 8. "J.B" Kirby and they had ter
children, four daughters and six sons. The\
are; Dorothy Jean, Jonah Benjamin, Eva Mae
Ralph Clayton, James David, Edith Inez, Bet~
Carolyn, Coy Richard, John Burke and Keitt
Anthony Kirby. (3.) Harold Wilson was bon
Sat. May 10, 1919 and he married Katy SUI
Blalock and they had a daughter, Nina and (
son, Harold W. Stanfield. (4.) Richard Marior
was born Friday, May 30, 1924 and he lived thl
short life of 20 months, he died March 5

1926. (5.) Clara Ellen was born Sat. June 29
1929 and she married Gilmer Simmons. The'
had three daughters Pamela Faye, Janice Eller
and Patricia. Gilmer was the victim of a tragil
truck accident and Clara Ellen's second mar

riage was to Don Mason. Jonah and Carrie hal
16 grandchildren and there are 23 great
grandchildren as of 1983. PSALMS 16:6 Yea,
have a goodly Heritage.

Sources: Court house records. cousin Gurney Stanliel
and my mother. Mabel Stanfield Kirby.

- Eva Kirby Crisi

REV. CLYDE HENRY

STANFIELD
69(

The first record I have of the Clyde H. Stan
field line is Robert Stanfield, born in Englanl
around the 1670s. Robert and his wife, Mary
had two sons: Thomas and Robert.

The youngest son, Robert, married Jenni
Shakespeare. Children of this union wer
Thomas, Robert and Ephriam.

The middle son, Robert, married Elizabeti

Lowry. Their marriage produced seven chi!
dren: Robert, William, Verna Ann, Jenny, Eliz
abeth, Jane, and John Washington.

John Washington was born in February c
1789 and married Janey Green on Septembe
10, 1810. Her parents were Lewis Green an,
Elizabeth Caddell.

The marriage of John Washington an
Janey produced nine children: Washington G
(b. 1811), Lewis G. (b. 1814), John Bunyo
(b. 1819), Barbara I. (b. 1820), Elizabeth (0



land and became a large landholder in Caswell
County. While he was a large tobacco grower in
Caswell, my father always sought other cash
crops. In the 1930's, he with his younger
brother, Edmund Dixon Thomas (1902-1973)
opened a cannery in Milton. Obtaining the labor
techniques, equipment and raw materials for
canning tomatoes, sweet potatoes, and saur
kraut in large quantities was easy. Finding a
profitable and stable market proved to be
another matter. The cannery was closed after
two or three seasons.

My grandfather had also been innovative in
the search for new markets for Caswell's farm

ers. He brought a cotton gin from South
Carolina and set it up in Milton during the
twenties. I recall my uncle, Walter Lea Thom
as, Jr. (1900-1966) recanting the story of
going to South Carolina and hauling the dis
mantled gin over the primitive roads of the
time with a solid tired Reoublic truck. The

cotton gin was set up in Milton behind my
grandfather's store near the Creek. The lean
economic times and the death of my grand
father in 1929 finisned that effort. The cotton

gin was reopened briefly in the 1930s and then
closed forever.

The Thomas family in Caswell began with
the Reverend Marcus Cicero Thomas, Jr. who

settled in Leasburg in the late 19th Century
toward the end of his career as a Methodist
minister. He was the son of a Methofist minis

ter and though he had accumulated little of the
world's goods, he was able to send his son
Walter Lea to Trinity College (later Duke Uni
versity) to be educated as a minister. His will
on record in Yanceyville is a model of brevity
and a testimony to his lack of wealth.

Hisson, my grandfather W.L. Thomas, set
tled in Milton with his family in 1912. He went
into business instead of the ministry. W. L.
Thomas married Mary Elizabeth Dixon and
raised a family of six. They were Frederick,
Charles Randolph (my father), Wilhelmina,
Walter Lea, Jr., Mary Elizabeth (Betty), and
Edmund Dixon Thomas. All are deceased now.

My grandfather moved his family to Milton
after being in the general merchandise and
farming business for a number of years in
Leasburg. His business ventures apparently
met with some success as can be seen by the
home he built for his family in Milton. It still
stands on the principal street of Milton as solid
as the day when it was completed. The house
had indoor plumbing which was indeed a rarity
not only in Milton but in Caswell County at the
time. By the time of his death in 1929, my
grandfather had accumulated a sizable estate.
Unfortunately, his estate consisted largely of
land, accounts receivable, inventory and very
little cash.

Due to the economic depression, then with
a strangehold on not only Caswell but on the
entire world, demand for farm lands and prod
ucts was practically non-existent and the
accounts receivable were largely uncollectible.
Inventories could quickly be exchanged for
more uncollectible accounts receivable. This

was the situation that my father, Charles Ran
dolph Thomas and his brothers Walter Lea and
Edmund Dixon inherited. Through hard work,
determination and several correct pivotal busi-
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ness decisions, they became successful
businessmen individually; My father and Uncle
Edmund in the farming and mercantile busi
ness and my Uncle Walter Lea in the oil
business. His sons, Walter Lea Thomas III (b.
1923) and John Yancey Thomas (b. 1926)
continue as prominent businessmen in Cas
well today. Their sons Marcus Cicero (Marc)
(b 1955), Walter Lea IV (b. 1959), John Yan
cey Jr. (b. 1957), and James McNeill (b.
1959) follow in their footsteps.

John Moore Thomas (b. 1955), my father's
youngest son lives and works on his farm not
far from my grandfather's home place in Leas
burg.

Sources: Personal memory with affection for old Milton
and Caswell County.

- Charles R. Thomas Jr.

THE CASWEll COUNTY

THOMASES
720

The first Thomas who settled in Caswell

County was the Reverend Marcus Cicero
Thomas, Jr. He was born in 1831 and died in
1913. He was the son of Marcus Cicero Thom

as and Elizabeth King Duncan and was born in
Beaufort, N.C. He came to Leasburg as a
Methodist minister and married Henrietta Lea,

born 1840, died 1929. She was the daughter
of the Reverend Solomon Lea, born 1807, died
1897 and Sophia Angier Lea, born 1810, died
1866. Solomon Lea was the first president of
Greensboro College. His wife Sophia Angier,
was an English gentlewoman of high birth. She
started the music department at Greensboro
College and worked to get the college estab
lished. Children of this union were Walter Lea

Thomas, Emma Thomas who married W.S.
Dixon, Eugenia who married M.H. Moore,
Charles Moran, Edwin R. and Arthur D. Thom
as.

Marcus Cicero was a poet, as well as a
minister. An unfortunate accident caused him

to lose a limb, amputated by Dr. Strudwick·of
Hillsborough. The story goes that when he was
making a point in his sermon, he would bang
his artificial leg on the floor. When he died,
someone asked, "What will we do with his
wooden leg?" A little grandson, Edmund Dix
on Thomas replied, "Put it in the casket with
him." So it was done!

Walter Lea Thomas was the son of Reverend

Marcus Cicero Thomas, Jr. He was born in
Leasburg, in 1864, died in 1929. He was a
graduate of Trinity College, now Duke Univer
sity. He grew up in Leasburg, taught school
and then became a merchant. He was Post

master of Leasburg from 1900 to 1912. He
married Mary Elizabeth Dixon who was
born in 1868, died in 1920. Her parents were
J.W. Dixon and Anniva Bradsher Dixon of Per

son County.
He and his family came to Milton in 1912.

The family included Frederick W. Thomas,
born 1892, died 1958. Frederick was never
married. He lived in the Thomas home and

engaged in the mercantile business with his
father.

{L J32..¥{J
Charles Randolph Thomas, born 1895, diE

1960, married Sudie Elise Hayes, born 190:

died 1953. They were married in 1923. CharI!
was a merchant in Milton and in Danvilb

Virginia. Elizabeth Garrett Thomas was born
1893, died 1924. Elizabeth (Betty) marriE
Arthur Bryan Temple of Broadnax, Virginia
1920. Wilhelmina Lea Thomas was born

1902, died in 1951, married Frank D. U
church in 1920. Walter Lea Thomas, Jr. w:
born 1900, died 1966, married Ella Elizabe
Satterfield, born 1902. Walter Lea was in tl
oil business. Edmund Dixon Thomas was bo

1902, died 1973 and was in the mercant
business in Milton. He married Louise Dv

Whitlock, born 1910, died 1982. J

The Thomas family would gather in the pc
lor on Sunday afternoons for music. Wilhelrr
na and Betty playing the piano and sing in
Fred, Charles, Walter Lea, Jr. and EdmUl
playing the violin, trumpet and trombone. Ti
family was in many businesses - gene
store, oil company, flour mill, tomato cc
nery, cotton gin and farming.

It took two years to build the Thomas hou
on Broad Street. The house had the first bai

room in Milton. It was wired for acetyle
lights but electricity came into town and tr
was used instead.

Walter Lea Thomas' second wife was Me

Fannie Sergeant. They were married in 192
Charles and Elise Thomas had three childr

- Helen Elise Thomas, was born in 1926 a
is a graduate of Greensboro College. She mi
ried Bruce Benton White in 1947. Bruce

a graduate of University of Virginia. They Ii
in Spartanburg, S.C. They have two childr
- Thomas White, a graduate of the Univers
of Virginia and University of South Caroli
Law School. He and his wife, Callie live

Charleston, S.C. The White's daughter, Ly
Napier White a graduate of Converse CoilE
married Doctor Fulvia Amadio Montan<

They live in Chicago with their two sons, Da
and Jon Marco.

Charles Randolph Thomas, Jr. born 192:
a graduate of Washington and Lee Universi
He married Carolyn Ellerbe in 1949. Carol'
born 1925, is a graduate of Greensboro Colli
and is a professional artist. She lives
Semora, N.C. Charles is associated with
public Health Program in Richmond c
Petersburg.

They have four children - Charles R
dolph Thomas III, born in 1953, lives
Lynchburg, Virginia. James Hampton Elle
Thomas, born in 1956 attended Virgi
Polytechnic Institute and is in the Real Es·
business. He married Kim Guthrie in 1983;

they live in Danville, Virginia. Hich
Frederick Thomas was born in 1957. He i:

the United States Navy and is stationec
Charleston, S.C. He is married to Virg
Cabasog Opena Thomas. Caroline GII
Thomas, born 1960 married Jay Shelton
lives in Danville, Virginia.

Charles and his present wife, Ola Gorr
Thomas live in Chester, Virginia.

Hayes Napier Thomas, born 1930, is a gl
uate of Hampden-Sydney College in Virgi
He married Harriett Byrd Minichan, a grad!
of Longwood College in 1955. They livi


