
FORMER JACKSONVILLE MAN NEARS 96th ANNIVERSARY

WILLIAM T. WILLIAMSON, only known survivor of 115th

Infantry, Company I, hopes to make another trip to

California; Tells about early Jacksonville.
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Greenfield -- "I'm not old yet, young fellow" WILLIAM ISAAC WILLIAMSON, 96 year

old Civil War veteran told a reporter the other day, "I'd go out to California

again if it wasn't for my legs". He's been out there three times in the last ten

years, and has made several trips to Texas.

MR. WILLIAMSON has alot of memories about Jacksonville that he delights in re

lating when people from Jacksonville call at his home here. He can tell you,

where the original Morgan county courthouse stood, because he was married the

first time in it. He remembers the public square when it had a picket fence

around it, and the pickets weren't anything fancy either, he says, but just hewed
out of timber.

About a year ago his legs went bad on him, but gradually his condition is im

proving so that he can walk about the house and he expects to go out doors when

warmer weather comes this spring. He blames his trouble with his legs on Civil

War service, because he had a similar attack during the war when he was on his

way back to join his regiment, the 115th Illinois Infantry, Company I, after

being hospitalized by fever. Today he is the only known survivor of the regiment.

"The doctors released me from the hospital, and I was told I could either stay

around the hospital and do light dlfty, or go back to my regiment. I wanted to get

back with the boys who were neaY~ashville, Tennessee, then. They wouldn't give

me transportation, but I said I could go through with some other troops moving

that way.

Started Out On Foot

"Well I started out on foot. I got some distance away and my legs went bad on

me. I couldn't walk. I crawled off the road and up beside a fence where I bumped

into the bones of what had once been a man. I stayed there nearly all night, and

then a wagon train came by. I asked for a ride, but the drivers said they

couldn't stop to let me get onto a wagon. However the whole train stopped, and I

did get onto a wagon. When I reached the place near where my company was station

ed, I found I could walk all right."

His legs never bothered him again until about a year ago. All his life he has

been an inveterate horse back rider, and still has a saddle horse on a farm near

which he hopes some day to ride again.

MR. WILLIAMSON was born in Morgan County, September 9, 1843, the son of SAMUEL

NE~SON vJILLIAMSON, who handl ed linearly all the stock and feed cattl e around

Ebenezer." He was born west of what is now known as the Fairgrounds -- in fact,

MR. WILLIAMSON says he helped prepare the grounds for a fairgrounds before the
Chi 1 War.

"I drove a team that used to pull stumps, he recalled. The land that was

cor.verted into a fairgrounds, he recall s, was pretty heavi 1y I'lOoded. II Sure, I

re~ember when GENERAL U.S. GRANT camped at the fairgrounds, and I can point out

the exact spot where he camped in Naples."
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CONSTABLE OF CHAPIN

COL. KINMAN, a Mexican War veteran who lived on a farm north of town, organized

Company I from Jacksonville men, he recalled, and MR. WILLIAMSON enlisted with

the Jacksonville troops. The Colonel told them they could either go with him, or

join with COL. FOX who organized the 101st infantry. MR. WILLIAMSON said he

decided to remain with the Jacksonville boys and he was made corporal of his

squad. The company was ordered to East Alton, which wasn't much in those days,

and soldiers went down there, on the Chicago and Alton from Camp Butler near

Springfield.

COL. KINMAN took his troops thru Kentucky, Tennessee and Georgia. They fought

at Chattanooga in the Battle Above the Clouds, were on the skirmish lines at

Nashville, and engaged in a number of battles with the Confedera!es. MR. WILLIAM

SON stayed with the Illinois regiment until it was disbanded after two years and

ten months of service at Camp Butler.

"I never lost a day of service because of a wound," the veteran declared. III

was shot once, at Nashville, but some of my comrades pulled out the bullet. It

was only a flesh wound. I was wearing a jacket that had a cotton lining, and the

bullet twisted some cotton around it and carried it into the wound in my side."

"We were on the skirmish line when SHERMAN started his march to the sea. Our

troops were spread out over a wide territory there, and the Rebels were trying to

break through. Finally they cracked through on the north flank, and the order

came through to fall back. We started to fall back, and then came another order

to stand, fix bayonets, and charge. And that began the march to the sea. II

Lincoln Got The Rails

One of the big events in his life, it turned out, was that ABRAHAM LINCOLN got

some sassafras rails which MR. WILLIAMSON, as a youth about 16, delivered to

MURRAY M. McCONNELL, one of Jacksonville's pioneers and a great friend of the

then future president.

"My dad told me to go out to near Riggston and get some sassafras rails and

deliver them to MURRAY McCONNELL'S house. Well, I did, I drove a team out there,

loaded up the rails, and brought them to McCONNELLS. Not long after that LINCOLN

visited with McCONNELL in Jacksonville, and MR. McCONNELL gave LINCOLN some of

the rails. I don't know what he ever did with them, but they were used back in

those days to make canes."

Horses have been one of his major interests, probably because he was associated

with them paretically all his life. When he was 15 years old, he rode horseback

to Sedalla, MO., which was then just a courthouse, where his father herded

together 300 head of cattle which he helped drive them back to Jacksonville.

IIWe slept in the courthouse at Sedalla while we were getting the herd together.

The courthouse was located there, I guess, just because the man who owned the

property \'/anted to be a judge. II

Not long after the Civil War, he recalled, he drove a herd of 100 mules right

pass where he now lives here on the way to the St. Louis market.

After he was discharged from the army, he returned to Jacksonville, and was

~ married in the courthouse which then stood in the southwest corner of Central

~ Park. There was a big hall leading the \'Jhole length of the brick building, herecalle~,~~ __~~~ITLOC~, who was then county judge, preformed the ceremony. ~/

~ne courthouse was torn--aown after the present county building was erected. ~

,/
In 1880, MR. WILLIAMSON moved to near Greenfield where he made his home for 18

yecrs on a farm. Then he moved to Chapin; where he retired from farming. He was
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