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of tho county, Ilnd cpntains sarno of tho

finest farm land in the county. It is
well watcred by Apple, Marks and Nig
ger Lick creeks'. The first of these en

ters tbe township on the east line of
scction 12, crosses that section and on
11 receivc8 the'waters of a smalI branch

IocaIly known as Fanning's creek, it
then proceeds on, in a Houthwcsterly
course, traversing sections 14, 1.5,22,21,
20,30, making a confluence on the lat
ter with Mark's creek, and on passing
out of the township on the west line of
secti.on 31, after crossing its territory.
Nigger Lick creek crosses the entire

southern part of the township, and
Marks creek the we,stern. These streams
and numerous small tributaries and af-

, f1uents, thoroughly drain the country,, I
and supply an abundance of running
water for all stock purposes. Most of
this territory was covered with timber
when the first settlers came, but it is
somewhat cleared now, as a large num
ber of elegant farms have been madr..

EA RLY SETTLEMENT.

The first to make a settlement was

Edward Prather, who came to Greene
county and seitled iT! what is now Ath

ensville township, fn 1822, entering
land in both this and Rubicon town

ship. He was a resident here for a time,
when he removed to the latter named

township, _where he lived until 1881,
when he died. He was a native of

Kentucky's dark and bloody ground,
born in 179.5. He grew to manhood on
that cJassic soil, and was there married
to Maria Harrison, a native of Cu1pep
per county, Va. They came to IJlinois
in 1819, but remained for. about three

1_ years in ~fadison county, when he CiW!O
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here llS above. JIe had a family of 13
children.

Thomas Sharp Bettled on what was

known as the Nigger Lick springs', in this
township, in 1827. He did not remain
very long, but moved to other lands.

William Hopper left his home in Ken
tucky in 1828, and journeyed to this
part of the great state of Illinois. On
arriving in AthcnsviJIe township, he en
tercd land on section 11 and built a home•

thereon, in 1830. This was a log cabin

16x18 feetin size, containing but one ,I
room. The floor was made of puncheons i

and the door of clapboards.
The next settler was W1Jli~IXLWhit-· ..·

luck, who came h'ere in 1828, and enter
ing land on section 11, bunt a cabin. He
was born-in Adair county, Ky., Dec. 23,

1813, and was the son ofJYilliam and
Hosanna (Shelton), WL'itlock. He re
sided with "his parents until his 16th
year, when he came to llIinois, but after
a short stay, returned to Kentucky. In
~829, he came here anq. built the home
as above stated, and went ba.ck for his

parents, returning tho next' year. Ho
returned to his nati ve state to get mar
ried, girls being quite scarce as yet in
this part of the state, which is quite the
reverse at the present. He was there
united with Ali Sheppard, Jan. 29, 1829,
and came back to this section, where he
still resides. They were the parents of

,nine children, six of whom are living.
Mrs. Whitlock died Dec. 13, 1880, and
Mr. Whitlock again married in October,
1885, This lady's name was Rebecca

NAece, widow of C" W. Neece.
David Jackson, a. North Carolinian by

birth, came from Tenne8~ee to Morgan
'county, Illinois, in 1829, but in 183'2

rcm6ved to this township and county,
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settling on section 24, where he lived
until his death, which occurred Aug. 9,
1851.

Russell Stoddard came to this local.

ity in 1829, and eettled upon the north
west quarter of the northeast quarter
of section 20. He was a native of

Vermnnt, but when young immigrated
to Indiana, where he afterward was
united in marriage with Ellen Kelly, a
Virginian. He lived in this township
until his death, which occurred in 1838.

His wife died in 1840. They had a fam
ily of six children.

Charles Whitlock; 0. native of Vir-

--ginia;--buffo-i'some years a resident of
the state of Kentucky, ca.me to this
county in the fall of 1829, and settled on
section 10, in this townsbip, wbere the
family resided but about a year, when

they moved to section 14, where he en·
tered 120 acres of land, now belonging
to David Jackson, where they lived un
til the death of Charles, which occurred
Sept. 24, 1846~ His wife died in 1864~

A mo.n whose name is believed to have

been Scroggs,came from Morgan county,
in 1829, and made a settlement on sec
tion 26 or 27. He did not reside here

long.
Sandy Wiggins located upon a fo.rm

on section 26, in 1830, but the following
year he removed from the county, and
his place takP.'1 pO~E!es8ion of by a Mr.
Rigsby, wh'o came to this county about
that time.

John Ruyle settled in this township
in 1830, on section 24.

George M. Hopkins, about the year
1830,settled in this township,on section
29, where he made his home until Oct.
14, 1866, whon he died.

John Mason was one of the settlers of

1830, in this township. He was born in
Kentucky, May 18, 1812, and was mar
r}ed in that state, Jan. 1, 1830, to Re
becca Moss, born in Tennessee in 1813.
In 1846, he e!l1isted in the 1st Ill. Inf.,
and served in the Mexkan war.

Theophilus Sheppard mad~.ti.elt·~le=--_.w' 1<-__
ment about a mile northeast of the '

present site of the village of Athens-
ville, where he resided many years. He
located here in 1831. A Mr. Morton
settled about the same diAtance west of

the village, the same year, as did Alex-
ander Johnsen and. --- Musgrove.
~enoni Banning, o.lso, moved to this
neighborhood in 1831.

Ben. So.ndcrs co.me to Greene county
in 1831, from Morgan county, this state.
He was born in' North Carolina, Sept.
30, 1803, and immigrated to 1\Iorgan
county in 1827. He was ma.rried in
Kentucky, where he was living, June,
1846, to Elizabefh Strong,· who died
March, 1872, and May 20, 1876, he Wil3

united in marriage with Mattie Brink
ley, widow of Thomas Brinkley.

Isham Wood, who had come here
with his parents in 1832, entered land
on section 23, bis father li ving on sec
tion 28. Isham was married in Ma

coupin county, and they lived on the
old hom&stead unt.il death, chiming
Isham, dissolved the link that bound
them. His widow died Nov. 10, 188,5,
at an age of about 75 years.

Andrew Downs came to this township
about the year 1833. He was born in
Kentucky in 1810, and was the son of
Thomas Down.;. From his native
state he mover: to Indiana, where he

was married to a Miss Bullington, o.nd

by that union had four children. Mrs.
Downs died n.bOl;! 1832 or 3, and in 1834


