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ROOT AND BRANCH

Fenchurch Street to the Palace. and they arrived in the corridor outside the

Queen's apartments just as the page was serving Her Majesty's breakfast.
The bouquet was duly handed to him. and those who saw the Queen carry
ing it on the drive to the Abbey were unanimous in their approval of its
beauty.

Another bouquet was provided by the..Company a few days later for the
State Drive of the Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh to Guildhall. to be
entertained at a Luncheon given by the Corporation of London to celebrate
the Coronation.

In view of her inability to receive the Coronation bouquet in person. Her

Majesty was graciously pleased to receive the Master and Wardens (FA.B.
Luke. Sir BruneI Cohen and Lord Nathan). with the Clerk in attendance. at

Buckingham Palace on 19th May 1954. In a delightfully informal ceremony.
they presented a bouquet for the Queen to carryon her State Drive with the
Duke of Edinburgh to Mansion House. to be entertained by the Corporation
of London on their return from a tour of New Zealand and Australia.

The Presentation of "Replica" Bouquets

Each year. on the anniversary of their respective Coronations, the late Queen
Mary and Queen Elizabeth ';he Queen Mother have consented to accept what
has usually been described as a replica of their Coronation bouquets. but in
many cases has been in fact a gift of choice fJowers.

In July 1916 it was reported that Messrs. Piper and Son had been unable
to supply "King George" and "Queen Mary" carnations for the bouquet pre
sented in that year (which was composed of Lady Hermione carnations. as
in the original Coronation bouquet - a fact upon which her Private Secretary
commented in acknowledging the gift). but that they could supply seedlings.
It was decided to ask five members of the Company to grow some of these

for the 19I7 bouquet. but this appears not to have been successful. for an
acknowledgement from the Palace reads:

"Her Majesty understands that several of the members have tried to grow
'King George' and 'Queen Mary' carnations for the Royal Bouquet. but she
fully realizes that owing to the effects of the war and the weather their
efforts have been unsuccessful. The Queen trusts that. under brighter condi
tions, difficulties may be overcome. Her Majesty is most grateful to the
Gardeners Company for their charming offering and she heartily appreciates
the fact that. in the midst of their anxiety and sorrow, the members continue
to render this tribute of their loyalty and devotion."
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CHAPTER X

The annual gift to Queen Mary was in the early years usually taken to
Buckingham Palace or Windsor Castle by the Master and Clerk and handed
to her Private Secretary. but on a number of occasions the presentations
were made in person. Thus the Minute Books show that the following per
sonal presentations took place. while others might have been recorded in
those Minute Books destroyed by enemy action in 1941.

Queen Mary - presentations at Buckingham Palace
23rd June]913. by the Master (S.G. Shead) and the Clerk.

June 1915, by the Master (Benjamin Hansford) and the Clerk.
22nd June 1918. by the Master (Sir Charles Cheers Wakefield) and the Clerk.
nnd June 1922. by the Master-Elect (G.H. Thompson) and the Clerk.
22nd June] 932. by the Master (John Weir) and the Clerk. marking the 21 st

anniversary of the Coronation.

The 1922 presentation was particularly interesting. as Queen Mary
showed the deputation the Company's Coronation gift of the silver-gilt bas
ket. which she said was regularly used for cut flowers. Her Majesty again
showed the basket at the 1932 presentation. and honoured the Master by
accepting from him an autograph of Queen Victoria at the age of fifteen.

After the Second World War. these personal presentations were revived
as follows. but at Marlborough House:

21st June 1947.by the Master (W.F Bishop). the Wardens and the Acting
Clerk.

nnd June 1950, by the Master (C.E. Page Taylor). the Wardens and the Clerk.

22nd June 195 I, by the Master (Maj. K.E. Schweder). the Wardens and the

Clerk. on the 40th anniversary of the Coronation.

Queen Elizabeth (now the Queen Mother) - presentations at

Buckingham Palace

12th May 1938, by the Master (Lt.Col. S.S.G. Cohen). the Wardens and the
Clerk.

12th May 1948, by the Master (Seymour Howard). the Upper Warden and
the Clerk.

12th May 1951, by the Master (J.W. Whitlock). the Wardens and the Clerk.

Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mother - presentations at Clarence House

10th May ]957, by the Master (Donald Byford), the Upper Warden and the
Clerk.
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51. Pall!"s Carden

Olll' VL:lllun: ill which the Company played a prominent part was in the cre

alioll or SI. Paul"s Garden. immediately to the south-east of the Cathedral.

The idea or a Garden of Remembrance originated in 1946 with Lord Nathan

who. shortly before his election to the Court. suggested "the establishment

of a Garden of Remembrance in the vicinity of St. Paul" s. the same to be

maintained in perpetuity by the Gardeners Company and to contain a plinth

in memory of the Officers and Other Ranks of Troops of the City of

London". Lord Nathan's idea was subsequently widened. so that the plinth

commemorated "the people of London destroyed in the war".

The proposal was passed to the City Corporation and. in the report of the

consultants employed by the Corporation to advise on the reconstruction of

the City. provision for such a garden was made. It soon became obvious.

however. that the cost of maintenance would be too heavy for the Company

to bear. and an approach was made to the Corporation to see in what other

manner the Company could be associated with the scheme.

After consultation with Professor (later Sir Albert) Richardson. it was

decided that the Company should give three bronze heads of lions for the

water supply to the fountains and pool in the garden. and that the gift should

be recorded on rhe stone parapet by a bronze tablet with the Company's
arms. This was done at a cost of £500. and the Master (1.W. Whitlock)

attended the formal opening of the garden in the spring of 1951. This was

the year of the Festival of Britain. which led to the garden becoming known
as The Festival Garden.

Willd(iII' Saxes ill IlIe Cin'
A further striking way in which the Company justified its existence as a City

Guild was the role it played in popularizing the idea of window boxes in the

City . Toward the end of 1948 it was felt that something should be done to

brighten the City. much of which was still derelict after the wartime bomb

ing. The Company was able to enlist the support of the Goldsmiths

Company. who for several years had maintained an attractive garden on a

bombed site in Gresham Street opposite their Hall. and who offered to run a

competition among British silversmiths for the design of two cups to be

given by the Gardeners Company for perpetual competition for window

boxes in the City. The Goldsmiths offered substantial money prizes for the

best designs. and their competition attracted a large number of entries which

were publicly displayed at Goldsmiths Hall. The design of Miss Joyce

Titcomb was adopted for both the Company's cups.
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CHAPTER q

The draft conditions for the window box competition were approved at
the March 1949 Court. when it was decided to divide it into two sections 

one for window boxes maintained by professional nurserymen. and the other

for those looked after by amateur gardeners in the employ of the firms dis

playing them. The co-operation of the London Gardens Society was enlisted

for the judging. and the Society promised to give silver and bronze medals

annually to the second and third places in the competition.

In spite of considerable publicity. the entries for 1949 were disappoint

ingly small - only five in the first class and one in the second. It neverthe

less proved possible to make the awards. and the Company's cups were pre
sented to the National Provident Institution in Gracechurch Street for the

professional class and to Mr. R. V. Cocker for the amateur class. The

London Gardens Society's silver and bronze medals were presented respec

tively to the Union Discount Company of London in Cornhill and to Fester

Fothergill and Hartnung. but sadly there could be no second or third places
in the amateur class.

The shortage of contenders dismayed neither the Gardeners nor the

Goldsmiths. and in September 1949 the latter promised a third cup (sub

sequently designed by M.E. Gould) for the best garden on a blitzed site.

This was first awarded in 1950 to the Goldsmiths Company's own gardcn in
Gresham Street. and silver and bronze medals went 10 Hodder and

Stoughton Limited and I.G. Walker respectively.

It was the Festival of Britain in 1951 which gave the necessary fillip to

the competition. although in the meantime the number of window boxes had

been slowly increasing. For the Festival celebrations the Master (l.W.

Whitlock). at the instance of the City Corporation. prepared a copiously

illustrated booklet on "The City Gardens". This included an introduction by

Sir Edward Salisbury. Director of the Royal Botanic Gardens at Ke\\'. an

article on the new St. Pau]" s Garden. and a detailed tour of gardens in the

City. An appeal by the Master. supported by a letter from the Lord Mayor

commending the scheme. was sent by the Company to hundreds of firms in

the City asking them to considcr installing window boxes in their premises.

and this met with a magnificent response. Indeed. the CiTY Press reported

that there were nearly 2.000 window boxes on the route of the King's drive

to St. Pau]" s for the opening of the Festival.

Efforts were again made in 1953. Coronation year. which resulted in a

further increase in window boxes throughout the City. In 1952 the number

of entries had increased so much. and the competition became so close. that
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"the house and lecture rooms are conveniently arranged and might be avail

able for a special meeting of the Company". The Curator was subsequently

invited to the Company" s Fairchild Lecture as one of the "official represen

tatives". but this practice seems to have lapsed.

The Chelsea Physic Garden visit was followed by one to the Royal

Horticultural Society's gardens at Wisley. later in the same summer - and

naturally. such a key centre in the field has been the subject of other visits
since that time.

In July 1950 the Wardens (l.W. Whitlock and Major K.E. Schweder)

and the Clerk, in the unavoidable absence of the Master. attended the

Annual Commemoration at Wye College near Ashford. This contact with

the College. the agricultural and horticultural branch of the University of

London. began the close association which is mentioned in Chapter ] 1 in

respect of the Company's charitable activities. A further invitation was
extended to the Master and the Clerk to attend the Annual Commemoration

in July 1958. which was graced by the presence of Queen Elizabeth the

Queen Mother. to whom the guests were individually presented by the

Principal of the College.

Then in June 1951. under the leadership of l.W. Whitlock as Master.

official visits were paid to Wisley and to Rothamsted Experimental Station:

and in July 1952. with R.B. Ling as Master. to East Mailing Research
Station. where in the 1910s Sir Ronald Hatton's studies had revolutionised

fruit-growing.

In May ] 954 a more lengthy and elaborate visit was arranged to

Spalding. to see the Lincolnshire bulbfields. The Master (F.A.B. Luke).
Wardens. members of the Court. and the Clerk and their ladies were enter

tained to luncheon by the Tulip Time Committee. After touring the bulb

fields. they spent the night at the Petwood Hote] in Woodhall Spa. the for

mer home of Sir Archibald and Lady Weigal!. where the Court gave a

dinner to local dignitaries including the Lord Lieutenant and the High

Sheriff of Lincolnshire. the Chairman of the Holland County Council. the

Recorder of Lincoln and members of the Tulip Time Committee.

Annual visits have since been made to Spalding at the time of the Tulip

Time Parade. and the Company's silver trophy has since 1956 been present

ed by the Master or his representative. The winner each year is the individ

ual or organisation nominated by the Tulip Time Committee as having done
most to contribute to the success of the event. The Master. Wardens and
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Clerk. with their ladies. are the gucsts of the Committee at luncheon before

the parade. and in reciprocation officials of the Committee have from time

to time attended Company Dinners.

Among other official visits by the Court were those in May 1958 to

Leonardslee near Horsham. the home of Sir Giles Loder. to see the magni

ficent display of rhododendrons and azaleas: and to the Royal Botanic

Gardens at Kew in 1960. in which year proposals were made (and sub

sequently carried out) for visits to Carters Seeds grounds at Raynes Park

and to Edmund de Rothschild's home at Exbury in Hampshire. to see his

garden in the spring of J 961 when the rhododendrons and azaleas were at
their best.

The Company has continued to show its interest in horticultural affairs

well beyond the City of London. and the period since J 960 has been marked

by a busy programme of visits and events. These have served to ensure that

the Company retains a high profile in its field. as well as being highly plea

surable and instructive to the participants. By way of example. the following

details demonstrate the Company's lively programme.

For the first of these. representatives of the Company did not have to

stray too far from the City. Neither was their destination a garden. nursery or

seat of horticultural learning - but a pub in Battersea. In 1962 the Court

agreed to a request from \Vatney Reed & Co. Ltd. to display the Company's

arms on a new public house. The Master (J .E. Talbot). on 29th May 1963.

was duly accompanied by the Wardens and the Clerk at the re-opening of

the reconstructed "Gardeners Arms". A notice in the bar gave acknowledge

ment to the Company. with a description of the arms. Such an engagement

might require ingenuity to justify its inclusion in an account of the

Company's sponsorship of the craft or mystery of gardening. although it

could be regarded as the encouragement (albeit indirectly) of the cultivation

of fine hops!

On 31 st July 1962. Past Master Edward Howard and the Clerk (Frank

Steiner). accompanied by their ladies. represented the Company at the

Anglo-Belgian exhibition of begonias at the Royal Horticultural Hall.

Subsequently the Clerk advised the Mayor of Lochristi. who had been

responsible for some of the floral arrangements at the exhibition. that on

behalf of the Company he would visit the Begonia Show in Lochristi on his

way back from a holiday in Germany. He later reported on this impressive

event. in which the whole village had been transformed into an exhibition of

begonias.
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designed and made for the Company by a nominee of the Goldsmiths
Company. To save frequent cleaning they were made in carved black walnut
with silver gilt mountings. and were striking examples of craftsmanship.

A gift of fifty pounds by Sir Robert Tasker in 1951 provided the funds to

purchase a silver cup for the Shoreditch Schools Gardens Competition
and small plaques for each year's winner. together with a silver cup for the
London Flower Lovers' League. As the Shoreditch school gardens were
all on blitzed sites which were subsequently redeveloped, their cup was
diverted in 1955 to a competition for gardens on the Borough' s housing
estates.

These were foJlowed in February 1951 by the gift of further cups to
Associated Newspapers Horticultural Society. the Ministry of Supply
Horticultural Society. the South West Ham and District Horticultural
Society. the City Area (L.T.R.) Horticultural Society and the London Postal
Region (Inner Area): and in May 1951 to the Camberwell Gardens Guild
and the Westminster Bank Horticultural Society. Representatives of seven
of these societies were invited to the Election Court Dinner in May 1951. to
receive their cups.

At the same Court it was resolved to present a silver cup to the
Association of London Almshouses for competition among the 106
almshouses affiliated to the Association. and this was foJlowed in December

1952 by a second cup for a separate class among almshouses with smaller
gardens.

In 1952 cups were given to the Treasury Gardening Club. the Ministry of
Education Horticultural Society and the Camberwell and District Allotments
Society; in 1953 to the Supreme Court Horticultural Society and the
Bellingham Estate Horticultural Society: in 1954 to the North Area (L.T.R.)
Horticultural Society and the Warwick Grove Estates Tenants Gardeners
Association; in 1955 to the London Gardens Society for its St. Pancras
Spring Show: in 1956 to the Wood Green Horticultural Society: and in 1957
to the Civil Service Horticultural Federation and the Post Office Contracts

Department Sports and Social Club.

As it was found that many members of these local socIetIes were

unaware of the existence and aims of the Company, a simple form of certifi
cate was designed for presentation to the winners of the Company's cups,
and this had on the reverse a summary of the Company's history and privi
leges.
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In many cases. instead of providing cups for local societies. the
Company made small cash donations over the years to assist with the
administration of shows. In 1964. however, it was decided that such small

grants should be discontinued, in order to concentrate the Company' s chari
table activities in a way that was more effective and valuable to the recipients.
Nine cups, inscribed with reference to the Company. were given to those
societies to whom grants (normalJy three guineas) had previously been made.

In the same year the Company gave a cup to the Horticultural Society of
King Edward's Building of the Post Office, and for many years since the
Master and Clerk and their ladies have attended that Society's annual show.

In October 1968 Past Master Sir Edward Howard. Chairman of the

Gardeners Royal Benevolent Society. secured the Court' s agreement to pro
vide certificates bearing the Company's arms for award by local horticultur
al associations. Under the scheme. certificates were to be issued by the

Gardeners Royal Benevolent Society on request. and the cost met by means
of the Company making charitable donations to the Society. The Company
has continued to fund this scheme. and for many years it has been adminis

tered by the Gardeners Royal Benevolent Society on behalf of that Society
and the Royal Gardeners Orphan Fund. Three quarters of the income from
the scheme is allocated to the Society and one quarter to the Fund, and some
idea of the usefuJ value of this may be seen from the fact that the total
income in 199 I was over £5.500.

There is no doubt that the Company's interest and support has not only

been of great help to many horticultural societies. but has been much appre
ciated by their members. 11 has also given much pleasure and encourage
ment to successive Masters to be asked to open shows or present prizes.

In addition to those given by the Company over the years. cups were pre
sented by Past Master Edward Dean to the St. Paul's Cathedral Horticultural
Society and by Past Master J.W. Whitlock to the City of London Special
Constabulary Horticultural Society.

In June 1968 a letter from the acting Vicar of AlJ Hallows by the Tower.

seeking judges for their floral displays in the church during the City
Festival, resulted in Past Master Lord Gainsborough and the Wardens (F.E.

Cleary and J.P. Schweder) being asked to attend and judge. Ten years later.
after successive Masters had acted as judges. the Court decided to present

prizes and certificates on an annual basis. Thus began an association with
All Hallows that led to the appointment in 1984 of its Vicar, the Reverend
Peter Delaney, as the Company's Chaplain.
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