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costs and damages as the court and jury that have cognizance
of said case shall judge to be reasonable and just, any law or
custom tothe contrary notwithstanding.

This A.ssembly grants to the petitioners hereafter named,
that all that tract of land lying on the west side of Stratford
or Potatuck River, bounded easterly on Stratford and part of
Fairfield, 'westerly upon Danbury and a line running from the
southeast corner of Danbury, paralell to the east line of said
town, to Fairfield bounds, northerly upon Newmilford pur
chase and Potatuck River, shall be one intire town, called by
the name of Newtowne; and do appoint and impower Joseph
Curtis of Stratford, Esqr, Capt. Joseph Wakeman of Fairfield,
Mr. John Sherman of Woodbury, and Mr. Thomas Taylor of
Danbury, a committee to survey the said tract of land, and
consider what number of inhabitants the said tract of land will
conveniently accommodate, and accordingly determine where
the town plot shall be, and lay out a suitable number of home
lots, and order all the prudentials of the said town until such
time as the General Oourt shall order otherwise. A.ll the
charge the said committee shall be at, to be paid by the said

. petitioners or such of them as shall take up the said land ac
cording to the conditions hereinafter exprest. This Court do
also gi'ant to the said petitioners that each one of them shall
have for himself, his heirs and assigns forever, an equal part
and proportion of all the common land within the said tract
not already taken up according to former grant from this gov
ernment, the proportion to be made according to the n1.1mber
the said committee shall appoint and determine the whole
tract will accommodate; alwayes provided the said petitioners
shall and do by themselves or their assignes enter upon the
said land within four years after this sessions, and continue to
dwell as inhabitants there at least four years; and if any of
the said petitioners shall not so entel~ and .continue upon the
said land, it shan be in the powel; of the General Court to ad
mit others in their stead, and so many more as the said tract
of land will suitably accommodate. rrhis Court do also grant
to the said petitioners free libel'tie to purchase for the use of
the said town any part or parcel of the said tract of land that
may be claimed by the Indians; and the several persons that
have already taken up any quantitie of land within the said
tract orland according to former grant from this government,
shall have a right and priviledge as the rest of the inhabitants
of the said town, at all times, in all the lands that shall lie
common within the said town, in proportion according to the
quantitie of land they have so taken up.
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The names of the petitioners for the land before granted fol
[38J lowes, II viz: Joseph Ourtis, James Judson, Sam1] Hawly,
John Read, John Burl', Theophilus Hull, John Minor, BGl1ja
min Sherman, Josiah Curtis, Daniel Burr, junr, Daniel Curtis,
Richard Hubbel,junr, John Judson, John Sely,jmF, Daniel
Beardsly, Joseph Fairchild, Benjamin Hurd, Benjamin Nich
ols, Peleg Burrit, John Griffin, Thomas Sharp, DUllning of
Stratford; Daniel Beardsly, senr,ZechariahFerris, 'Vill. Mal
lerie, Samll Hubbel, jUlll', Jonathan Booth, John Hawly, David
Whitlock, junr, John Glover, Daniel Foot, junl', Abraham

. Kimberly, Benjamin Peat, Danll Burr, senl', Mr. Richard Bri
ans heirs, Saml] Eels.

It is o?·de?'ecland enacted by this COy,?'tand tlw antho?'itie
, the1'eof, '!'hat there shall be paid to the publick

Act ,for excIse treasurie of this Colonie for the support of theand Impost. ,.
government therein, and for defi-nying the incident

charges thereof, an excise upon all wines, brandy, rum and
other distilled liquors, cyder and metheglin, that shall be sold
by retail in any town or place in this Colonie, by those that.
shall retail the same, in manner and form as is hereafter ex
pressed, that is to say, for all wino, rl1um, brandy and distilled
liquors, four pence per gallon; for all cyder, twelve pence per
barrel; for allmetheglin, two pence per gallon, all in currant
money of this Oolonie, and after that rate for any greater or
lesser quantities.

And for the due and orderly collecting and receiving of the
excise aforesaid: It is Ite?'ebyjy,j'tlw' Q1'dered by the authoritie
aforesaid, That all retailers of rhum, brandy and other distilled
liquors, wine, cyder and metheglin, within this Colonie, having
any of the said liquors in their respective houses or elseivhere
belonging to them at the time of publishing this act, shall
make due entrie and pay the duties aforesaid for the same as
is herein before mentioncd, and upon their further receit and
purchase of all or any of the liquors before mentioned, shall
within twentie four hours after the receit or purchase thereof
make entrie with such persons as are appointed to receive and
collect the same, and pay the duties aforesaid, under the pen
altie of the forfeiture of such strong drink or liquors, as, shall
be found in any retailers house, not being duely entl'ed and
the excise paid as aforesaid. And it shall and may be lawful
for the officers appointed to enter into any retailers house in
the day time so often as they shall think fit, or into any retail
ers cellar or warehouse to search for any such wines or liquors,
cyder or metheglin, as are not duely entred nor the excise paid
for the same, and such wine and strong drink to seize and
secure in order to a trial: Provided alwayes that it shall be in



Upon the memorial of Eliab Farnam and Phebe Killam,
administrators on the estate of .TephtJmKillam late of Pres
ton, deceast, shewing to this Assembly that the debts due
from said estate surmount the personal estate of said deceast
the sum of £112 18. 6;td. lawful money, and praying for
liberty to sell so much of the real estate of said deceast as to
make said sum &c.: Resolved by this Assembly, that the
memorialists have liberty, and liberty is hereby granted unto.
them, to make sale of so much of the real estate of the said
deceast as to make said sum of £112 Is. 6td. lawful monoy
with the incident charges arising thereon; taking the direc
tion of the court of.probate in the district of Norwich thereon.

Upon the memorial of Joseph Nickerson, of Ridgfield in
the county of Fairfield, shewing to this Assembly that by
discharging a gun he had the misfortune to have his left
[201 J thumb blown away and his hand greatly " disenabled,
whereby he is rendered uncapahle of doing any labour for his
livelyhood; praying this Assembly to grant license to him to
use the pedlar's trade within this Colony without paying
anything therefor as the law directs, as per memorial on fLle:
Resolved by this Assembly, that he have 1icense, and license
is hereby granted to the said Joseph Nickerson to use the
pedlar's trade within this Colony for the space of two years
next ensuing, without paying anything for said license.

Dpon the memorial of William Stevens, executor of the
last will of Ebenezer Prindle late of Fairfield, deceased,
shewing to this Assembly that the debts due from the estate
of said deceased surmount the moveable estate the sum of
.£5 88. 11!d., and praying for liberty to sell so much of the
real estate of said deceased as will be sufficient to pay said
sum &c.: Resolved by this Assembly, that the said William
Stevens have liberty and he is hereby impowered to sell so
much of the real estate of said deceased Ebenezer Prindle as
will pay and satisfy the aforesaid sum of £5 88. 1lid. with
the incident charges arising on such sale; taking direction
from the court of probate in Fairfield district therein.

Upon the memorial of Jonathan Cooley of Fairfield, ad
ministrator on the estate of .T oseph "\Vhitlock late of said
Fairfield, deceased, shewing to this Assembly that the debts
due from the estate of said deceased surmount the moveable
estate the sum of £49 lIs. 6d. lawful money, and praying for
liberty to sell so much of the real estate of said deceased as
will be sufficient to pay and satisfy said sum &c.: Resolved by
this Assembly, that the said Jonathan Cooley have liberty and
he is hereby impowered to make sale of so much of the real
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estate of the said deceased Joseph Whitlock as will pay said
sum of .£49 lis. 6d. ·with the incident charges arising 011

such sale; taldng directions of the court of probate in the
district of Fairfield therein.

Upon the memorial of ,Jonathan Smith, administrator on
the estate of John Smith late of Woodbury, deceased, shew
ing to this Assembly that the debts due from said estate sur
,mount the moveable part of said estate the sum of .£36 2s. 10d,
lawful money, and praying for liberty to sell so much of the
real estate of said.deceased as to make said sum &c.: Resolved
by this Assembly, that the memorialist have liberty and
liberty is hereby granted unto him to make sale of so much
of the real estate of the said deceased as to make said sum
of £36 2s. 10d. lawful money with the incident charges
arising thereon; taking the direction of the court of probate
for the district of Woodbury therein.

Upon the memorial of Benjamin Bun, of Milford in New
Hartford [HavenJ county, shewing to this Assembly that he
is conservator of the person and estate of his mother, Mrs.
Sybbil Bull of said Milford, and that for keeping and provid
ing for his said mother he hath expended the sum of £ 3tl
16s. 9d. lawful money more than the rents of her estate, that
being only in housen and lands, and praying for liberty to
sell so much of said real estate as to satisfy the said sum of
£34 16s. 9d. with the incident charges arising thereon:
Resolved by this Assembly, that the memorialist have liberty,
and liberty is hereby granted to the memorialist and he is
hereby fully authorized and impowered, to sell so much of the
said Sybbel's real estate as shall amount to the aforesaid sum
of £ 34 16s. 9d. as aforesaid, with the incident charges
arising thereon, and to give and execute a deed or deeds for
the same.

[202J On the memorial of J olm Law, shewing to this Assem
bly that there had been a prosecution at Albany and recovery
against him for expence of Mr. Commissary Elihu Lyman's
funeral, and that he must suffer the loss of that expence;
praying for relief: Resolved by this Assembly, that the Com
mittee of the Pay-Table be and are hereby directed to adjust
the accounts that may be produced relative only to the fune.ral
expences of said Mr. Lyman and the cost arisen thereon, and
order payment out of the public treasury for the same.

Upon the memorial of Ebenezer Hickox, Lemuel Beebe and
other inhabitants of the south part of Danbury , representing
that their distance from the place of public worship in said
to·'lm i~ such that they cannot conveniently attend thereon
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costs and damages as the court and jury that have cognizance
of said case shall judge to be reasonable and just, any law or
custom to·the contrary notwithstanding.

This Assembly grants to the petitioners hereafter named,
that all that tract of land lying on the west side of Stratford
or Potatuck River, bounded easterly on Stratford and part of
Fairfield, westerly upon Danbury and a line running from the
southeast corner of Danbury, paralell to the east line of said
town, to Fairfield bounds, northerly upon Newmilford pur
chase and Potatuck River, shall be one intire town, called by
the name of Newtowne; and do appoint andimpower Joseph
Ourtis of Stratford, Esqr, Oapt. Joseph Wakeman of Fairfield,
Mr. John Sherman of Woodbury, and MI'. Thomas. Taylor of
Danbury, a committee to survey the said tract of land, and
consider what number of inhabitants the said tract of land will
conveniently accommodate, and accordingly determine where
the town plot shall be, and layout a suitablE?number of home
lots, and order all the prudentials of the said town until such
time as the General Oourt shall order otherwise. All the
charge the said committee shall be at, to be paid by the said

, petitioners or such of them as shall take up the said land ac
cording to the conditions hereinafter exprest. This Oourt do
also gl'ant to the said petitioners that each one of them shall
have for himself, his heirs and assigns forever, an equal part
and proportion of all the common land within the said tract
not already taken up according to former grant from this gov
ernment, the proportion to be made according to the n'nmber
the said committee shall appoint and determine the whole
tract will accommodate; alwayes provided the said petitioners
shall and do by themselves or their assignes enter upon the
said land within four years after this ,sessions, and continue to
dwell as inhabitants there at least four years; and if any of
the said petitioners shall not so entel' and ,continue upon the
said land, it shan be in the POW81; of the General Oourt to ad
mit others in their stead, and so many more as the said tract
of land will suitably accommodate. This Oourt do also grant
to the said petitioners free libertie to purchase for the use of
the said town any part or parcel of the said tract of land that
may be claimed by the Indians; and the several persons that
have already taken up any quantitie of land within the said
tract of land according to former grant from this government,
shall have a right and priviledge as the rest of the inhabitants
of the said town, at all times, in all the lands that shall lie
common within the said town, in proportion according to the
quantitie of land they have so taken up.
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The names of the petitioners for the land before granted fol
[38J lowes, II viz: Joseph Ourtis, James Judson, RamI] Rawly,
John Read, John Burr, Theophilus Hull, John Minor, Be11ja
min Sherman, Josiah Curtis, Daniel Burr, jun 1', Daniel Ourtis,
Richard Hubbel,junr, John Judson, John Sely,junr, Daniel
Beardsly , Joseph Fairchild, Benjamin Hurd, Benjamin Nich
ols, Peleg Burrit, John Griffin, Thomas Sharp, DUllning of
Stratford; Daniel Beardsly, senr, Zechariah Ferris, Will. Mal
lerie, Saml! Rubbel, junr, Jonathan Booth, John Hawly, David
Whitlock, junr, John Glover, Daniel Foot, junr, Abraham

. Kimberly, Benjamin Peat, Danll Burr, senr, Mr. Richard Bri
ans heirs, Samll Eels.

It is orde1'ed and enacted by this Cav,rt and the autho1'itie
. the1'eof, That there shall be paid to the publick

. Act ,for eXCIse treasurie of this Colonie for the support of theand Jmpost. ,.
government therein, and for defrnyilig the incident

charges thereof, an excise upon all wines, brandy, rum and
other distilled liquors, cyder and metheglin, that shall be sold
by retail in any town or place in this Oolonie, by'those that.
shall retail the same, in manner and form as is hereafter ex
pressed, that is to say, for all wine, rlmm, brandy and distilled
liquors, four pence per gallon; for all cyder, twelve pence per
barrel; for all metheglin, two pence per gallon, all in currant
money of this Colonie, and after that rate for any greater or
lesser quantities.

And for the due and orderly collecting and receiving of the
excise aforesaid: It is lte1'eby f'U,1·the'l' Q1'dered by the authoritie
afo1'esaid, That all retailers ofrhum, brandy and other distilled
liquors, wine, cyder and metheglin, within this Colonie, having
any of the said liquors in their respective houses or elsewhere
belonging to them at the time of publishing this act, shall
make due entrie and pay the duties aforesaid for the same as
is herein before mentioned, and upon their further receit and
purchase of all or any of the liquors before mentioned, shall
within twentie four hours after the receit or purchase thereof
make entrie with such persons as are appointed to receive and
collect the same, and pay the duties aforesaid, under the pen
altie of the forfeiture of such strong drink or liquors, as, shall
be found in any retailers house, not being duely entred and
the excise paid as aforesaid. And it shall and may be lawful
for the officers appointed to enter into any retailers house in
the day time so often as they shall think fit, or into any retail
ers cellar or warehouse to search for any such wines or liquors,
cyder or metheglin, as are not duely entred nor the excise paid
for the same, and such wine and strong drink to sejze and
secure in order to a trial: Provided alwayes that it shall be in
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Upon the memorial of Eliab Farnam and Phebe Killam,
administrators on the estate of ,Jephtha Killam late of Pres
ton, deceast, shewing to this Assembly that the debts due
from said estate surmount the personal estate of said deceast
the sum of £112 ls. 61d. lawful money, and praying for
liberty to sell so much of the real estate of said deceast as to
make said sum &c.: Resolved by this Assembly, that the
memorialists have liberty, and liberty is hereby granted unto.
them, to make sale of so much of the real estate of the said
deceast as to make said sum of £,112 ls. 6td. lawful money
with the incident charges arising thereon; taking the direc
tion of the court of.probate in the district of Norwich thereon.

Upon the mcmorial of Joseph Nickerson, of Ridgfield in
the county of Fairfield, shewing to this Assembly that by
discharging a gun he had the misfortune to have his left
[201] thumb blown away and his hand greatly II disenabled,
whereby he is rendered uncapable of doing 3J1Y labour for his
livelyhood; praying this Assembly to grant license to him to
.use the pedlar's trade within this Colony WWlOut paying
anything therefor as the law directs, as per memorial on me:
Resolved by this Assembly, that he have license, and license
is hereby granted to the said Joseph Nickerson to use the
pedlar's trade within this Colony for the space of two years
next ensuing, without paying anything for said license.

Dpon the memorial of William Stevens, executor of the
last will of Ebenezer Prindle late of Fairfield, deceased,
shewing to this Assembly that the debts due from the estate
of said deceased surmount the moveable estate the sum of
£5 88. 11id., and praying for liberty to sell so much of the
real estate of said deceased as will be sufficient to pay said
sum &e.: Resolved by this Assembly, that the said William
Stevens have liberty and he is hereby impowered to sell so
much of the real estate of said deceased Ebenezer Prindle as
will pay and satisfy the aforesaid sum of £5 88. lt~d. with
the incident charges arising on such sale; taking direction
from the court of probate in Fairfield district therein.

Upon the memorial of Jonathan Cooley of Fairfield, ad
ministrator on the estate of Joseph Whitlock late of said
Fairfield, deceased, shewing to this Assembly that the debts
due from the estate of said deceased surmount the moveable
estate the sum of £49 lls. 6d.lawful money, and praying for
liberty to sell so much of the real estate of said deceased as
will be sufficient to pay and satisfy said sum &c.: Resolved by
this Assembly, that the said Jonathan Cooley have liberty and
he is hereby impowered to make sale of so much of the real
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estate of the sa,id deceased Joseph Whitlock as will pay [mid
sum of £49 118. 6d. with the incident charges arising on
such sale; taking directions of the court of probate in the
district of Fairfield therein.

Upon the memorial of Jonathan Smith, administrator on
the estate of John Smith late of Woodbury, deceased, shew
ing to this Assembly that the debts due from said estate SUI'

.mount the moveable part of said estate the sum of £36 28. 10d.
lawful money, and praying for liberty to sell so much of the
real estate of said deceased as to make said sum &c.: Resolved
by this Assembly, that the memorialist have liberty and
liberty is hereby granted unto him to make sale of so much
of the real estate of the said deceased as to make said SUIn

of £36 28. 10d. lawful money with the incident charges
arising thereon; taking the direction of the court of probate
for the district of Woodbury therein.

Upon the memorial of Benjamin Bull, of Milford in New
Hartford [HavenJ county, shewing to this Assembly that he
is conservator of the person and estate of his mother, Mrs.
Sybbil Bull of said Milford, and that for keeping and provid
ing for his said mother he hath expended the sum of £ 3t!
168. 9d. lawful money more than the rents of her estate, that
being only in housen and lands, and praying for liberty to
sell so much of said real estate as to satisfy the said sum of
£34 168. 9d. with the incident charges arising thereon:
Resolved by this Assembly, that the memorialist have liberty,
and liberty is hereby granted to the memorialist and he is
hereby fully authorized and impowered, to sell so much of the
said Sybbel's real estate as shall amount to the aforesaid sum
of £34 168. 9d. as aforesaid, with the incident charges
arising thereon, and to give and execute a deed or deeds for
the same.

[202J On the memorial of John Law, shewing to this Assem
bly that there had been a prosecution at Albany and recovery
against him for expence of Mr. Commissary Elihu Lyman's
funeral, and that he must suffer the loss of that expence;
praying for relief: Resolved by this Assembly, that the Com
mittee of the Pay-Table be and are hereby directed to adjust
the accounts that may be produced relative only to the funeral
expences of said Mr. Lyman and the cost arisen thereon, and
order payment out of the public treasury for the same.

Upon the memorial of Ebenezer Hickox, Lemuel Beebe and
other inhabitants of the south part of Danbury , representing
that their distance from the place of public worship in said
town is such that they cannot conveniently attend thereon


