
r\f::;:/ THE FATHER OF DAVIDSON,/ ~ \pI "Gloom in town" and "flags at half mast" expressed
t..fJ i the feelings of the citizens of Davidson at the death of

F.C. Whitelock. This tribute was written by Rev. Joyce,
as Chaplain of the Odd Fellows, and appeared in the
Davidson Leader on December 31, 1918.

"Frank C. Whitelock was here before Davidson ...
We can say of F.e. Whitelock that he found Davidson
virgin prairie and he left it one of the most prosperous
towns of central Saskatchewan. For he was the father
of Davidson. He was the man who nursed it in its in-

f~ncy. Fostered by his initiatiye, enterprise and indus
try, it has grown to the flourishing condition in which
we find it today. F.C. Whitelock bought a section of land
- part of which is the townsite - away back in Feb
ruary 1903. Fora while he farmed. Then he opened a
private bank before any such facilities were available.
He sold real estate and insurance. He handled coal.
He built and operated an elevator for a number of years.
To him we owe the skating rink, which he ran as a
public concern until it was taken over by the council.
When the town was incorporated in 1906, he was the
first mayor and he has served on council practically
without a break since then. He ran for the legislative
assembly in the Conservative interest in the election
of 1912. For the past five years he has been the efficient
and obliging postmaster. Bringing to his duties in this
capacity a bright and cheery disposition and an affable
manner, it was a real pleasure to transact business
with him.

When the war started he threw himself into patriotic
and Red Cross work with all the enthusiasm and energy
of an ardent patriot. As chairman of the Victory Loan
Drive he worked incessantly and arduously to ensure
the splendid success that crowned the different cam
paigns. He was a tower of strength to every undertaking
that had the welfare of the community or of the country
as it object ....

He was an optimist, one who always found a silver
lining to the cloud. Had he fallen to the worship of the
dollar - as so many foolishly did he could have been
our wealthiest citizen. In a better sense he was and is
- for what he gave away he now has - and he gave
g~nerously and unstintedly all his life long. He was the
best friend the early homesteader in these parts ever
had. No one would go hungry or cold if F.C. knew about
it - even should he go without himself. There are
farmers in the surrounding district whom he put on their
feet. In this Christlike conduct he acted up to the prin
ciples of the Odd Fellows Order of which he was an
old and highly respected member. He transferred to
lOaF Davidson Lodge #14 on May 14, 1907.

Passing through all the chairs, he has been twice
representative to Grand Lodge and has taken the Past
Grand degree. His last office, which he fulfilled with his
customary throughness was that of recording secre
tary.

The very large cortege of brethren and friends 
some from a long distance - who attended the funeral
on last Monday afternoon was an eloquent tribute of
the universal esteem in which he was held. He was
laid to rest with the full honors of our order. Six Past
Grands, all of whom were early settlers, acted as pall
bearers: Dr. F.S.T. Hutchison, Mayor D.S. Hutcheon,
Reeve R.H. Blackmore, E.R. Mann, F. Ducommun and
Frank Reber. Business was suspended in town from
noon till 3 p.m. and as a mournful procession wended
its way up Washington Street, the town bell was tolled
in honor of one of Davidson's most worthy citizens. To
the sorrowing widow and son, Dr. C.R. Whitelock, Sas
katoon, our he~rtfelt sympathy is tendered,"

From the 1955 Golden Jubilee EQition of the Dav
idson Leader:



Early Davidson, pre-1910. land Office sign on F.C. Whitelock's
:building.


