
John Whitelocke (1757- 23 October 1833),Britisharmy officer,

was doubtless a descendant of SirJames Whitelocke.

He entered the army in 1778and served in Jamaica and in San Domingo. In 1805 he
was made a lieutenant-general and inspector-general of recruiting, and in 1807 he
was appointed to command an expedition sent to seize Buenos Aires from the
Spaniards. An attack on the city was stubbornly resisted, and subsequently
Whitelocke undertook negotiations with the opposing general Liniers, which
culminated in British forces abandoning the expedition, surrendering and returning
home later that year.

Thisproceeding was regarded with great disfavour both by the soldiers and others in
South America and in England, and its author was brought before a court-martial
convened at The Royal Hospital in London in 1808.On all the charges except one he
was found guilty and he was dismissed from the service. He lived in retirement until his

death at Hall Barn Park, Beaconsfield, Buckinghamshire on 23 October 1833.



Appendix 11

Proceedings of a General Court Martial Held at Chelsea Hospital,
Upon Charges Exhibited against Lieutenant-General Whitelocke,

Thursday, 28 January 1808.

FIRST CHARGE. That Lieutenant-General Whitelocke, having received
instructions from His Majesty's principal Secretary of State to proceed for
the reduction of the province of Buenos Aires, pursued measures ill cal
culated to facilitate that conquest; that when the Spanish commander had
shown such symptoms of a disposition to treat, as to express a desire to
communicate 'vvithMajor-General Gower, the second in command, upon
the subject of terms, the said Lieutenant-General Whitelocke did return
a message, in 'which he demanded, amongst other articles, the surrender
of all persons holding civil offices in the government of Buenos Aires, as
prisoners of war; that the said Lieutenant-General Whitelocke in making
such an offensive and unusual demand, tending to exasperate the inhabit
ants of Buenos Aires, to produce and encourage a spirit of resistance to His
Majesty's arms, to exclude the hope of amicable accommodation, and to
increase the difficulties of the service with which he was trusted, acted in
a manner unbecoming his duty as an officer, prejudicial to military disci
pline, and contrary to the Articles of War.

SECOND CHARGE. That the said Lieutenant-General Whitelocke, after

the landing of the troops at Ensenada, and during the march from thence
to the town of Buenos Aires, did not make the military arrangements best
calculated to ensure the success of his operations against the town, and
that having known, previously, to his attack upon Buenos Aires upon the
5th of July, 1807, as appears from his public despatch of the 10th July, that
the enemy meant to occupy the flat roofs of the houses, he did neverthe
less, in the said attack, divide his force into several brigades and parts,
and ordered the 'whole to be unloaded, and no firing to be permitted on
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any account; and, under this order, to march into the principal streets of
the town unprovided with proper and sufficient means for forcing the
barricades, whereby the troops v,rere unnecessarily exposed to destruc
tion, without the possibility of making effectual opposition; such conduct
betraying great professional incapacity on the part of the said Lieutenant
General Whitelocke, tending to lessen the confidence of the troops in
the judgement of their officers, being derogatory to the honour of His
Majesty's arms, contrary to his duty as an officer, prejudicial to good order
and military discipline and contrary to the Articles of War.

THIRD CHARGE. That the said Lieutenant-General Whitelocke did not

make, although it ,vas in his power, any effectual attempt, by his ovm
personal exertion or otherwise, to co-operate with, or support, the different
divisions of the army under his command, when engaged with the enemy in
the streets of Buenos Aires on the 5th July, 1807;whereby those troops, after
having encountered and surmounted a constant and well directed fire, and
having effected the purport of their orders, were left\vithout aid and support,
or further orders, and considerable detachments under Lieutenant-Colonel
Duff and Brigadier General Craufurd were thereby compelled to surrender;
such conduct on the part of the said Lieutenant-General Whitelocke tending
to the defeat and dishonour of His Majesty's arms, to lessen the confidence
of the troops in the skill and courage of their officers, prejudicial to good
order and military discipline, and contrary to the Articles of War.

FOURTH CHARGE. That the said Lieutenant-General Whitelocke, sub
sequent to the attack on the town of Buenos Aires, and at a time ""hen the
troops under his command \".'ere in possession of posts on each flank of
the town, and of the principal arsenal, with a communication open to the
fleet, and having an effective force of upwards of 5000 men, did enter into,
and finally conclude, a treaty with the enemy, whereby he acknowledges
in the public despatch of the 10th of July, 1807, 'That he resolved to forego
the advantages which the bravery of his troops had obtained, and which
advantages had cost him about 2500 men in killed, wounded and prison
ers;' and by such treaty he unnecessarily and shamefully surrendered all
such advantages, totally evacuated the town of Buenos Aires, and con
sented to deliver, and did shamefully abandon and deliver, up to the enemy
the strong fortress of Montevideo, which had been committed to his charge,
and which, at the period of the treaty and abandonment, was well and suffi
ciently garrisoned and provided against attack, and which was not, at such
period, in a state of blockade or siege; such conduct on the part of the said
Lieutenant-General Whitelocke tending to the dishonour of His Majesty's
arm's, and being contrary to his duty as an officer, prejudicial to good order
and military discipline, and contrary to the Articles of War.
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General Whitelocke's Sentence.

Horse Guards, March 24th, 1808.

SENTENCE. The Court Martial having duly considered the evidence
given in support of the Charges against the prisoner, Lieutenant-General
Whitelocke, his defence, and the evidence he has adduced, are of the
opinion, that he is guilty of the whole of the said Charges, with the excep
tion of that part of the Second Charge which related to the order that 'the
columns should be unloaded, and that no firing should be permitted on
any account.'

The Court are anxious that it may be distinctly understood, that they
attach no censure "vhatever to the precautions taken to prevent any unnec
essary firing during the advance of the troops to the proposed points of
attack, and do therefore acquit Lieutenant-General Whitelocke of that part
of the said Charge.

The Court adjudge, that the said Lieutenant-General Whitelocke be
cashiered, and declared totally unfit, and umvorthy to serve His Majesty
in any military capacity whatever.
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Appendix V

Whitelocke's Official Report of the attack on Buenos Aires.

Copy of a letter from Lieutenant-General Whitelocke, to the
Right Honourable William Wyndham, dated July 10th, 1807.

Sir,

I have the honour to acquaint you, for the information of his Majesty,
that upon being joined at Monte Video, on the 15th of June, by the corps
under Brigadier-General Craufurd, not one moment was lost by the Rear
Admiral and myself, in making every necessary arrangement for the
attack of Buenos Ayres. After many delays, occasioned by foul winds, a
landing was effected, without opposition, on the 28th of the same month,
at the Ensenada de Barragon, a small bay about 30 miles to the eastward
of the town. The corps employed on this expedition were, three brigades
of light artillery, under Captain Frazer; the 5th, 38th, and 87th regiments
of foot, under Brigadier-General Sir Samuel Auchrnuty; the 17th light dra
goons, 36th and 38th Regiments, under Brigadier-General the Honourable
William Lumley; eight companies of the 95th regiment, and nine light
infantry companies, under Brigadier-General Craufurd; four troops of
the 6th dragoon guards; the 9th light dragoons; 40th and 45th regiments
of foot, under Colonel the Honourable T. Mahon; all the dragoons being
dismounted, except four troops of the 17th, under Lieutenant-Colonel
Lloyd.

After some fatiguing marches through a country much intersected
by swamps and deep muddy rivulets, the army reached Reduction, a
village about nine miles distant from the bridge over the Rio Chuello,
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on the opposite bank of which the enemy had constructed batteries, and
established a formidable line of defence. I resolved, therefore, to turn the
position, by marching in two columns from my left, and crossing the river
higher up, where it was represented fordable, to reunite my force in the
suburbs of Buenos Ayres. I sent directions at the same time to Colonel
Mahon, who was brining up the greater part of the artillery, under the
protection of the 17th light dragoons, and the 40th regiment, to wait for
further orders at Reduction. Major-General Levison Gower having the
command of the right column, crossed the river at a pass called the Passo
Chi co, and falling in with a corps of the enemy, gallantly attacked and
defeated it; for the particulars of 'which action I beg to refer you to the
annex report. Owing to the ignorance of my guide, it was not until the.
next day that I joined with the main body of the army, when I formed my
line by placing Brigadier-General Sir Samuel Auchmuty's brigade upon
the left, extending it towards the convent of the Recollata, from which it
was distant two miles. The 36th and 88th regiments, being on its right,
Brigadier-General Craufurd's brigade occupying the central, and princi
pal avenues of the town, being distant about three miles from the great
square and fort, and the 6th dragoon guards, 9th light dragoons, and 45th
regiment being his right and extending to'wards the Residentia. The town
was thus nearly invested; and this disposition of the army, and the circum
stances of the town and suburbs being divided into squares of 140 yards
each side, together with the knowledge that the enemy meant to occupy
the flat roofs of the houses, gave rise to the following kind of attack:
- Brigadier-General Sir Samuel Auchmuty was directed to detach the 38th
regiment to possess itself of the Plaza de Toros, and the adjacent strong
ground and there take post. The 87th, 5th, 36th, and 88th regiments were
each divided into two wings, and each 'wing ordered to penetrate into
the street directly in its front. The light battalion divided into wings, and
each followed by a wing of the 95th wing and a 3-pounder, ,vas ordered
to proceed down two streets on the right of the central one, and the 45th
regiment dovm two adjoining, and after clearing the streets of the enemy,
this latter regiment ,vas to take post at the Residentia. Tv.'O6-pounders
were ordered along the central street, covered by the carabineers, and
three troops of the 9th light dragoons, the remainder of 'which was posted
as a reserve in the centre. Each division was ordered to proceed along the
street directly in its front, till it arrived at the last square of houses next the
river Plata, of which it was to possess itself, forming on the flat roofs, and
there wait for further orders. The 95th regiment was to occupy two of the
most commanding sihlations from ,·vhich it could annoy the enemy. Two
corporals, with tools, ,,,rere ordered to march at the head of each column,
for the purpose of breaking open the doors. The whole were unloaded,
and no firing was to be permitted until the columns had reached their final

144



ApPENDICES

points, and formed. A cannonade in the central streets was the signal for
the whole to move forward.

In conformity of this arrangement, at half-past six 0'clock of the morning
of the 5th instant, the 38th regiment moving towards its left, and the 87th
straight to its front, approached the strong post of the Retiro and Plaza de
Toros; and, after a most vigorous and spirited attack, in which these regi
ments suffered much from grape-shot and musketry, their gallant com
mander, Brigadier-General Sir Samuel Auchmuty, possessed himself of
the post, taking 32 pieces of cannon, an immense quantity of ammunition,
and 600 prisoners. The 5th regiment, meeting with but little opposition,
proceeded to the river, and took possession of the church and convent
of Saint Catalina. The 36th and 88th regiments, under Brigadier-General
Lumley, moving in the appointed order, were soon opposed by a heavy and
continued fire of musketry from the tops and windows of the houses, the
doors of which were barricaded in so strong a manner, as to render them
almost impossible to force: the streets 'were intersected by deep ditches,
on the inside of which were planted cannon, pouring shm·vers of grape
on the advancing columns. In defiance, ho,·vever, of this opposition, the
36th regiment, headed by the gallant General, reached its final destination;
but the 88th, being nearer to the fort and principal defences of the enemy,
were so weakened by his fire, as to be totally overpowered and taken.
The flank of the 36th being thus exposed, this regiment, together with the
5th, retired upon Sir Samuel Auchmuty's post, at the Plaza de Toros, not,
however, before Lieutenant-Colonel Burne, and the grenadier company
of the 36th regiment, had an opportunity of distinguishing themselves, by
charging about 500 of the enemy, and taking and spiking two guns. The
h·vo 6-pounders moving up the central streets, meeting with a very supe
rior fire, the four troops of the carabineers, led on by Lieutenant-Colonel
Kington, advanced to take the battery opposed to them; but this gallant
officer being unfortunately 'l-vounded, as '-\Tellas Captain Burrell, next in
command, and the fire, both from the battery and houses, proving very
destructive, they retreated to a short distance, but continued to occupy a
position in front of the enemy's principal defences, and considerably in
advance of that which they had taken in the morning.

The left division of Brigadier-General Craufurd's brigade, under
Lieutenant-Colonel Pack, passed on nearly to the river, and, turning to the
left, approached the great square, with the intention of possessing itself of
the Jesuits' College, a situation which commanded the enemy's principal
line of defence; but, from the very destructive nature of his fire, this was
found impracticable; and after sustaining a heavy loss, one part of the divi
sion throwing itself into a house, which was afterwards not found tenable,
was shortly obliged to surrender, whilst the remaining part, after enduring
a dreadful fire ,·vith the greatest intrepidity, Lieutenant-Colonel Pack, its
commander, being ''>founded, retired upon the right division, commanded
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by Brigadier-General Craufurd himself. This division having passed quite
through to the river Plate, turned also to the left, to approach the great
square and fort, from the north-east bastion of 'which it was distant about
400 yards, when Brigadier-General Craufurd, learning the fate of his left
division, thought it most advisable to take possession of the convent of
Saint Domingo, near which he then ,vas, intending to proceed onwards
to the Franciscan church, which lay still nearer the fort, if the attack or
success of any other of our columns should free him, in some measure,
from the host of enemies which surrounded him. The 45th regiment, being
further from the enemy's centre, had gained the Residentia without much
opposition; and Lieutenant-Colonel Guard, leaving it in possession of his
battalion companies, moved down with the grenadier company towards
the centre of the town, and joined Brigadier-General Craufurd. The enemy,
,\'ho now surrounded the convent on all sides, attempting to take a 3
pounder which lay in the street, the Lieutenant-Colonel with his company
and a few light infantry under Major Trotter, charged them with great
spirit; in an instant the greater part of his company and Major Trotter ,vere
killed, but the gun was saved. The Brigadier-General was now obliged to
confine himself to the defence of the convent, from which the rifleman
kept up a well-directed fire upon such of the enemy as approached the
post; but the quantity of round shot, grape, and musketry, to which they
were exposed, at last obliged them to quit the top of the building; and the
enemy, to the number of 6,000, bringing up cannon to force the wooden
gates which fronted the fort, the Brigadier-General having no communica
tion with any other columns, and judging from the cessation of firing that
those next him had not been successful, surrendered at four 0'clock in the
afternoon. The result of this day's action had left me in possession of the
Plaza de Toros, a strong post on the enemy's right, and the Residentia,
another strong post on his left, whilst I occupied an advanced position
opposite his centre. But these advantages had cost about 2,500 men in
killed, wounded, and prisoners. The nature of the fire to which the troops
were exposed was violent in the extreme. Grape-shot at the corners of all
streets, musketry, hand-grenades, bricks and stones from the tops of all
the houses. Every householder, with his negroes, defended his dwelling,
each of which was in itself a fortress; and it is perhaps not too much to
say, that the whole male population of Buenos Ayres was employed in
its defence. This was the situation of the army on the morning of the 6th
instant, when General Liniers addressed a letter to me, offering to give up
all his prisoners taken in the late affair, together with the 71st regiment,
and others taken with Brigadier-General Beresford, if I desisted from any
further attack on the town, and withdraw his Majesty's forces from the
river Plata; intimating at the same time, that from the exasperated state
of the populace, he could not answer for the safety of the prisoners, if I
persisted in offensive measures. Influenced by this consideration (which I
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knew, from better authority, to be founded in fact), and reflecting of hm'\'
little advantage would be the possession of a country, the inhabitants
of "vhich were so absolutely hostile, I resolved to forego the advantages
which the bravery of the troops had obtained, and accede to the annexed
treaty, which I trust will meet the approbation of his Majesty,

I have nothing further to add, except to mention, in terms of the highest
praise, the conduct of Rear-Admiral Murray, whose cordial co-operation
has never been wanting whenever the army could be benefited by his
exertions. Captain Rowley, of the royal navy, commanding the seamen on
shore; Captain Bayntun, of his Majesty's ship Africa, who superintended
the disembarkation; and Captain Thomson, of the Fly, who had the direc
tion of the gun-boats, and had previously rendered me much service, by
reconnoitring the river, are all entitled to my best thanks.

As his character already stands so high, it is almost unnecessary to
state, that from my second-in-command, Major-General Levison Gower,
I have experienced every zealous and useful assistance. My thanks are
like,vise due to Brigadier-Generals Sir Samuel Auchmuty and Lumley,
and to Colonel Mahon, and to Brigadier-General Craufurd, commanding
brigades. I cannot sufficiently bring to notice the uncommon exertions
of Captain Frazer, commanding the royal artillery, the fertility of whose
mind, zeal and animation in all cases, left difficulties behind. Captain
Squire, of the royal engineers, is also entitled to my best thanks. _Nor
should I omit the gallant conduct of Major Nichols, of the 45th regiment,
who, on the morning of the 6th instant, being pressed by the enemy, near
the Residentia, charged them with great spirit, and took two howitzers and
many prisoners. Lieutenant-Colonel Bradford, Deputy Adjutant-General,
has likewise a great claim to my approbation, as a gallant and promis
ing officer. The officers of my personal staff, Lieutenant-Colonel Torrens,
Military Secretary, Captains Brown, Foster, Douglas, and Whittingham,
Aides-de-Camp, must also be mentioned by me in terms of just regard.
The knowledge which the latter possesses of the Spanish language has
been eminently useful to me.

This despatch will be delivered to you by Lieutenant-Colonel Bourke,
Deputy-Quarter-Master-General, who has afforded me that assistance
"vhich might be looked for from an officer of his military talents and
attachment to the service; to whom I beg to refer you for any further par
ticulars respecting the military operations in this part of the world.

I have the honour to be, &c.

JOHN WHITELOCKE,
Lieutenant-General.
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