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thigh,- and Mr. Venn replied that he had been- a martyr to
rheumatism and had burned himself in using a hot-water bottle
to relieve the pain. Mr. Venn never told him that Dr. Milsom
had seint him to the hospital to have the thigh treated.
Dr. R. Veitch Clark, medical officer of health for Manchester,

who occupied a similar post at Croydon in 1922, and who was
originlally a co-defendant but was entirely exonerated by the jury
oin the first hearing, said, in evidence, that when he saw Mr. Venn
in the first week of April, 1922, there was no swelling on the
right thigh, but on April 25th he found a swelling and evidence
of fluid, and instructed Dr. Todesco to call in a surgeon. In his
view the abscess could not have been discovered before that date.
Cross-examined, Dr. Clark was prepared to swear that Mrs. Venn

never told him that she would like a specialist to see her husband.
After an absence of twenty-five minutes, the jury returned a

verdict in favour of the two defenidants, and judgement was entered
accordingly.

V'bitlam~.
GEORGE COWELL, F.R.C.S.,

Consulting Surgeon to Westminster Hospital and the Royal
Westminster Ophthalmic Hospital.

WE have to record witlh regret the death on November 18th
of Mr. George Cowell at the age of 92. He was a well
kniowni figure in the medical world of Londonl durinig the
last thirty years of the last century and at the beginning
of this. He was the son of Mr. G. K. Cowell, surgeon of
lpswicli, and was born on June 1st, 1836. He received the
earlier part of his medical education in Birmingham,
wlhere he was apprenticed, as was then the custom; after-
wards he entered the medical school of St. George's
Hospital, and took the diploma of M.R.C.S.Eng. in 1858;
hie became F.R.C.S. in 1867. Shortly afterwards he was
a1ppointed assistant surgeon to tlhe Westminster Hospital,
anid sooni afterwards surgeon, an office he held from 1869
to 1896; he was lecturer oii surgery there froml 1872 to
1893. He was surgeon to the Victoria Hospital for
Clhildren from 1866 to 1885, and was ophthalmic surgeon
to the East London Hospital for Children, Shadwell. He
was one of the last to combine the practice of ophthalmo-
logy with that of general surgery.
Mr. W. G. Spencer, his colleague at tho Westminster

Hospital, says of him that " in general surgery he had
accepted Lister's methods without attempting to extend
the scope of surgery which those methods facilitated. The
specia.l attention he had devoted to ophthalmology seemed
to dispose him to smaller operations and finer manipula-
tioiis>" " I had watched," Mr. Spencer adds, " as dresser
Mr. Henry Power and Mr. Bowater Vernon when operating
for cataract, and when subsequently I came to help Cowell
I formed the opinion that his handiwork was not then
to be bettered." When Mr. Spencer was elected assistant
surgeon to the Westminster Hospital in 1887 Mr. Cowell
was the senior surgeon, and for many years remained the
sen1ior of the medical staff. He headed its efforts towards
mlakiing valrious improvements at the hospital and in the
mledical school. As a chairmani his efforts were always
directed to facilitating business. Mr. Spencer states that
sooni after his appointment Mr. Cowell called a meeting at
his house, at which he and the late Charles Stonham were
invited to exlpress their opinions. Mr. Cowell took an
active part in bringing about the rebuilding of the medical
schlool, the out-patienit departmenit, and the chapel of
Westminster Hospital, and until hiis final retirement in
1897 took ani active interest in the hospital and its school.
Afterw-ards lie still continued regularly to attendl com-
miittees as a vice-presiden t of the lhospital until age curtailed
uhis activities, anid he was able to head the medical staff
at the service in Westminster Abbey commemorating the
re-openiing of the hospital after alterationis in July, 1924.
With this exception he lhad been little seen in Londoin for
a good miianiy years. I{E becamle a member of the Britislh
Medical Associationl in 1870, but resigned on his retiremenit
in 1897.
Mr. CowRell w-as a deeply religious mani; he took a leading

part in tlhe Gtild of St. Luke, and was associated witlh
Dr. Barnardo in founiding the clharitable associationi which
has since developed into the Barnardo Homes. He was a
frecnmiasoln, an(l lad attained the degree of Past Grand
Deaconi of tlho United Granid Lodge. He did not writc?
muchl, but contributed papers from time to timc to the

Proceedings of various medical societies, and edited the
Life and Letters of Professor B. B. Cowell, who held the
chair of Sanskrit at Cambridge. Mr. Cowell married
rather late in life (1892) the widow of Dr. Hamilton Roe;
she died in 1895; there were no children of the marriage.

R. H. A. WHITELOCKE, M.D., F.R.C.S.,
Consulting Surgeon to the Radcliffe Infirmary, Oxford.

WE regret to record the death on November l9th of Mr.
R. H. A. Whitelocke. He was the fourth son of the Right
Hon. XV. A. Whitelocke of Bulstrode Park, Westmorland,
and was borin in Jamaica in 1861. He was educated at
Owenis College, Manchester, and the University of Edin-
biurgh, where he took tho degrees of M.B. and C.M. in
1884. He graduated M.D. in 1903, and became F.R.C.S.Eng.
in 1893. He, was house-surgeon to Sir William Macewen
in 1886, and after a per iod at Moorfields Ophthalmic
Hospital went to Oxford in 1888 as demonstrator of human
anatomy to Professor A. Thompson. He became surgeon
to the Radcliffe Infirmary in 1899, a post he held until
1926. He was Lichfield lecturer on surgery in the Univer-
sity, had been president of the Oxford Medical Society,
and of the Children's Section of the Royal Society of
Medicine; lhe was a Fellow of the Association of Surgeons
of Great Britain and Ireland, and had been vice-president
of the Provincial Surgical Club. Immediately after going
to Oxford he joined the then recently formed Oxford and
Reading Branch of the British Medical Association, and
from that date down to his death was one of its mllost loyal
supporters. He seldom missed a miieetinig, and frequently
slhowed cases and opened or took part in its discussions.
He was clhairman of the Oxford Division in 1909, and
president of the Branch in 1910. He took ani active part
in the Annual Meeting at Oxford in 1904, whlen hle was
president of the Section of Sulrgery; he was afterwards
vice-president of the Sectioni of Diseases of Children at the
Annual Meeting in Glasgow in 1922.
He was an equally loyal supporter of the Oxford Medical

Society, and in due course occupied the chair. In addition
he was one of six original members of the Oxford Medical
Club; it was started in 1891 and consisted of twelve
members wlho met once a month for reading papers or
discussing subjects unconnected with medicine; as he was
a very regular contributor to those meetings his death
will be intuch regretted by all members. When a few years
ago a weekly contribution scheme was started to help the
County Hospital Mr. Whitelocke gave it his hearty support,
and spoke in its favour at many evening meetings in all
parts of the district, often in remote villages entailing long
motor journeys at night. From the outset of his life in
Oxford he strove to qualify himself for a surgical career,
and took the F.R.C.S. in 1893. His opportunity came in
1899, when he was made a surgeon of the Radcliffe
Infirmary and County Hospital. He very quickly built up
a largo an-d successful surgical practice, and found a host
of frienids and supporters both in the city and neighbouring
district. For many years lie was regarded as a specialist
on football injuries, anid as consulting surgeon to the
University Rugby Union Football Club had unusual oppor-
tunities of stuidyinig this bralnch of surgery. During his
life at Oxford a very large number of undergraduates
passed through his hanids, and many of them must have
profited by his skill and care. They will bo scattered over
inaly lalnds; when they hear of hlis death they will share
with hiis Oxford frielnds a very deep regret. He was fond
of travelling, and especially enjoyed visitinig various
Europeani capitals in connexion with the meetings of the
Provincial Chirulrgical Club, of which he was a member.
His 'chief recreationi was shootinig, and he had the reputa-
tioni of being a very good shot. He was a freemason and
a Past Master of the Churchill Lodge.
He was the author of books on sprains and allied injuries

of joints, and oni football, and contributed articles on
allied subjects to the Index of Treatment, tho Practi-
tioners' Enicyclopaedia of Medicine and Sturgery, and the
Proceedings of the Royal Society of Medicine. Mr. White-
locke left a wife, two sons, and three daughters. His
seconcd son is now one of the honorary surgeons at the
Radcliffe Infirmary.


